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¢ 0Old England still throbs with the mufiled fire
Of a past she can never forget ;
And again shall she banner the world up higher,
For there’s life in the Old Land yet.”
Gerald Massey.
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Dr. Dulcken, whose death took place on Sunday,
T'eb. 4, was not a particularly striking figure in our latter-
day literary
world, but
he will be
deeply re-
gretted by
the large
circle which
recalls  his
wide learn-
ing and
accurate
knowledge.
Ile was the
s om. Yo
Madame
Dulecken,
the cele-
brated
pianist, who
numbered
Queen Vie-
toria among
4 her  pupils
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among her

friends. In the early fifties he was associated with this

Journal in a literary capacity, and many >f the xolumes

of German translations in the famous ** Bolin Series” were

from his pen. IHe has in later years done duty as an

energetie compiler of school-books and works of reference

for Messrs. Ward and Lock, the well-known publishers,

for whom he acted as literary adviser. He died at the age
of sixty-one.
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PRE F&CE:

HE present volume was written to form one of Ward, Lock & Co.’s
Popular Histories of the Great Nations,—in which series the
Histories of Rome, Greece, and France, have already appeared. It will
be found to contain, in an abridged form, the substance of Ward, Lock
& Co’s llustrated History of England. As in the larger work, the
plan has been partly ‘biographical’ and partly ¢ constitutional’ ; the
endeavour being, to tell the story at once of the rulers and the nation,
and to present fairly and honestly, and without political prejudice or
bias, the events and changes that have occurred during the successive
periods of the life of the English nation ;—avoiding anything like exag-
geration -or partisanship, and stating the facts of the History of
England truly and impartially, leaving all readers to draw their con-
clusions from the evidence placed before them. At the same time the
opinions of accredited historians have been given here and there, as
worthy in themselves of attentive consideration.

The narrative of the more recent periods of the National History,
especially that of the Victorian era, has been given at greater length
than is usually the case in popular works of this size. The reason will
be found in the pre-eminent importance of that era, and in the re-
markable number of weighty events and momentous changes that
have rendered memorable above all previous times the period of more
than fifty years that has passed since the accession of Queen Victoria.
The.world’s progress in political knowledge, and in appreciation of
the rules that govern the prosperity of nations, like the march of im-
provement in social, national, and domestic life, and the well-being of
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the masses, has been most remarkable, and renders Queen Victoria’s
reign an epoch that cannot be too attentively studied, as bearing upon
the national life.

The rise and progress of the great colonial empire of Great Britain,
the establishment of vast independent communities in Australia and
New Zealand, etc., has also been treated as an important part of the
History of England ; for in their loyalty and sympathy with the
mother country, these colonies are assuredly to be considered as a
part of that Greater Britain destined to spread throughout the New
World the best and most valuable traditions of the old. Australia
and New Zealand, and even the new possessions of England in the Fiji
Islands, are living records of the triumph of liberty, self-government,
and the principles of equity and justice ; and their story emphatically
belongs to the History of England.

The narrative has also been brought down to the latest date, con-
taining the momentous political changes of recent years, and closing
with the Jubilee of 1887, on the completion of the fiftieth year of Queen
Victoria’s reign.

; H. W. D.
Warwick Housk,
Aay, 1888.
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
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’I‘HE history of the British
Islands commences, as it
were, in the midst of that of the
nations of old. Long before the
very existence of this far-off corner
of the world was known beyond
the confines of its own white
cliffs, mighty empires had arisen,
flourished, and fallen; and the
stupendous Roman Empire had
almost attained the utmost limit
of its extension, when the first
authentic records were given to
. ’ = the world concerning the region
i i o ;r=  whence an empire mightier, more
extensive, and more enduring
than Rome was to arise in the course of the ages.
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2 INTRODUCTION : THE ANCIENT WORLD.

History treats of the origin, growth, and decline of kingdoms and
governments, and the development and decay of nations. As king-
doms and nations arose before the art of writing came into use, and
men carried on wars and made civil regulations before they noted
down their achievements, what we know of the most ancient history
is derived from sources alike unreliable and incomplete. The infor-
mation concerning an ancient people was sometimes drawn from
ballads, national songs, etc.; sometimes it rested on reports which
were handed down in oral tradition, and was thus passed on from
age to age.

The Last, the land of the morning, in so far as it was inhabited by
men of the white race, is also the scene of the dawn of history. The
Asiatic, European, and North African races,among whom

Tho various we find comprised the histories of the ancient world, arc

grouped into the Aryan or Indo-germanic, the Turanian

or Mongolian, and the Semitic race. Although the Mongols of eastern
Asia, especially the Chinese, developed a high degree of civilization at
an early period, they exerted no influence on the progress of the human
race generally. We have, therefore, to seek for the commencement
of history in the story of the Aryan and the Semitic nations. The
Aryans came from the highland of Thibet. One division of the Aryan
race settled in the region to the north of the Hindu-Kush Mountains,
and called by the ancients Sogdiana, Bactria, Hyrcania, and Arachosia;
while another penetrated into the north-western region of India, now
Lnown as the Punjaub, and took possession of the rich and fertile
country on the shores of the Indus. The former division became
known as the Iranians, or Zend nation ; the latter, from

i‘gﬁdﬂ‘}g‘gﬁ the principal river of their new country, obtained the
* name of Indi or Hindus. These Hindus were at first

divided into numerous tribes, under chiefs and kings, worshipping and
offering sacrifices to the sun-god Indra, the all-embracing Varunas,
and the other forces of nature, as is shown in the Vedas or sacred
poems. These Vedas are written in the Sanskrit tongue, a dead
language singularly copious and beautiful in structure. One portion,
the Brahmana, enlarged by the priests, contained the most ancient
laws of ritual, while the Sutra discussed matters of religious faith.
After a time the priests introduced a system of Pantheism, setting up
Brahma as the soul of the world, and bringing the entire nation under
the sway of ecclesiastical law. Then the distinctions of caste were
introduced, dividing the nation into definite and rigidly separated
ranks, of which the Brahmin caste was the highest, the thrce other
castes named in the Vedas being the warriors, the agriculturists and
traders, and the Sudra or slave caste. There are many mixed castes,
the lowest being the Pariahs. The Brahmin religion taught that
Brahma assumed the threefold personality of Brahma the creator,
Vishnu the preserver, and Siva the destroyer. As a rival faith to
Brahminism arose, in the sixth century B.C., Buddhism. The founder
of this religion, Buddha, “the awakened,” taught a doctrine of mercy
for all, and whose faith, in spite of Brahmin opposition, rapidly spread.

The fruitful country watered by the Tigris and Euphrates, and the
verdant terrace region of Mesopotamia (the land between the riveis),



ANCIENT EGYPT: THE PHARAOHS. 3

was the habitat of the Semitic nations, among whom the Babylonians
and Assyrians were the chief, .

Egypt, the valley of the Nile,—fertilized every year by the overflow-
ing of the mighty river, the secret of whose sources has been recently
wrung from nature, after remaining for ages the problem of the world,
—is designated as the cradle of civilization in the most ancient
Hebrew and Greek writings. Though the ancient priestly records of
Egyptian history cannot be accepted as authentic, it is certain that
civilization in that wonderful country dates from more than 3,000
years before Christ. Thus the change in the length of the year from
360 to 365 days was made in Egypt about 2800 B.C. The religion
of the people had a close affinity to the natural features s
of their country. The great force of nature which be- tyq ggggpégm;
stowed fruitfulness on the land, the Sun, was the chief
object of their adoration. The sun-god was Ra, and the title Ra was
afterwards added to the names of various local deities worshipped
in different temples. Ra was chiefly worshipped in Memphis and
Heliopolis, the city of the sun. The sacred bull Apis was worshipped
at Memphis as an incarnation of the god Ptah. Considering the
human being as 2 manifestation of the divine nature, the Egyptians
sought by embalming the bodies of their dead and of sacred animals,
and depositing them in closely-sealed sepulchres, to preserve them
from eorruption. Astronomy, medicine, architecture, painting, sculp-
ture, and many other arts and sciences made up the learning of the
LLgyptians.

From Menes (about 3000 B.C.), the supposed founder of the city of
Memphis, to the invasion of the Hyksos, a foreign shepherd-tribe of
Semitic descent, there existed a long line of kings, who adorned the
state of Memphis with large buildings, especially along the western
side of the precipitous mountains, where the catacombs with their
monuments, and the kings’ graves with their pyramids, extended for
miles. The most remarkable names among the royal
race of Pbaraoh at Memphis were Chephren and Cheops, ™8 %&?hs
2500, the builders of the highest pyramids. x

The empire attained its highest pitch of prosperity with this race
of kings, under the greatest of whom, Ramesis 11., the Sesostris of
the Greeks, the rule of the Pharaohs extended over the greater part
of Syria, Mesopotamia, and Arabia. Gigantic palaces, obelisks, and
sepulchral caverns, wherein were deposited the mummies of the kings,
still bear witness to the grandeur and magnificence of this line of
monarchs. Esarhaddon of Assyria made Egypt into a province of
Assyria, establishing twenty governors over the separate divisions.
The mighty city of Thebes, with her “hundred gates,” and countless
palaces, temples, monuments, and catacombs, was the pride and ad-
miration of the ancients, as her ruined remains are still the marvel of
travellers in the present day. The Egyptians have surpassed every
other nation in their veneration for their rulers, to whom they have
given divine honours.

Ancient Babylon and ancient Assyria had an early mythical
history, from which, however, it is to be recognised that the beginning
of its civilization came from the shores of the Persian Gulf with a
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people known as the Akkadians or Elamites, the inventors of the
cuneiform writing which was afterwards adopted by the Babylonians,
Assyrians, Medes, and Persians. About 2300 B.C. the kings of Elam
extended their dominion over Babylon and Mesopotamia to Syria.

As the founder of the Babylonian kingdom, with its square-built
capital, Babylon, on the Euphrates, Nimrod is mentioned, 2100 B.C.,
who is entitled, “a mighty hunter before the Lord.” A hundred
years later, Ninus, 2000, king of old Assyria, is said to have established
the great city of Nineveh, on the Tigris, and conquered old Baby-
lonia, with Armenia, Media, and other countries.

Before 1500 B.C. Assyria had separated from Babylon and achieved
its independence by long wars. The first king’s name recorded in
this region is that of Sargon I. Under Tiglath-Pilesar the Assyrians
extended their conquests northwards, probably to the Black Sea.

Sennacherib (712) threatened Judah with conquest; but sudden
mischances necessitated his hasty retreat to Nineveh, where he soon
afterwards met his death at the. hands of his sons. “And it came to
pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that
Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword.”
But another son, Esarhaddon, 675-626, revenged his father’s death,
and drove his unnatural brothers out of the country. After the death
of Sennacherib and Esarhaddon, the kingdom of Nineveh began to
degenerate. Nineveh was razed to the ground, 606, and the two
conquerors divided the kingdom of Assyria between them. “Nineveh
is laid waste,” cried the prophet Nahum ; ‘“all that hear the bruit of
thee shall clap the hands over thee; for upon whom hath not thy
wickedness passed continually? Thy shepherds slumber, O king of
Assyria : thy nobles shall dwell in the dust: thy people is scattered
upon the mountains, and no man gathereth them.” :

Layard considers the ruins of Nimroud, Kouyunjik, Khorsabad, and
Karamles, which form a long quadrangle, to be portions of one and the
same city ; and the remains correspond perfectly with the dimensions

Naao attributed by Diodorus to the city of Nineveh. These

Babylon. four mounds of ruins were, in Layard's opinion, palaces,

cach of which occupied the centre of a particular quarter.

From that time the Chaldeans had the ascendency, particularly
during the reign of the son of Nabopolassar, the warlike and powerful
Nebuchadnezzar, 604-561. After he had subjugated all the country
from the Tigris to the Mediterranean Sea, Nebuchadnezzar enlarged
and beautified the town of Babylon.

Of the actual condition of Babylon, travellers give dreary deserip-
tions. ‘At the present time this noble country lies almost uncultivated
and useless under the savage, destructive power of Turkey ; and the
old garden of God has become a wide field for plunder ; but old ruins

. of great cities and boundary walls with the canals and system of
irrigation, show what prosperity once existed here.”

While the uniformity of the plain of the Euphrates and Tigris
is aptly associated with the origin and development of great de-
spotic empires, the rich and varied regions of the mountain region
in the west of the valley of the Jordan soon became the home of
different separated nations. The land on the right bank of the Jordan
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6 INTRODUCTION: THE ANCIENT WORLD.

‘was called Canaan, the southern coast line from its inhabitants,
Palestine, the northern part Pheenicia. One nation of shepherds of
Semitic descent, dwelling in Mesopotamia, held to the belief in one
God, who, as the Creator and Preserver of the universe, was omni-
potent over all the changing life of nature. Abram, afterwards called
Abraham in the Scriptures, 2000 B.C., one of the progenitors of this
nomad nation, at the command of Jehovah quitted his native pas-
tures, and with his herds, young men, and maids, and his brother’s

son Lot, settled in the lowland Canaan, where they con-
Avraham 223 tinued their shepherd life, and were called by the

inhabitants Hebrews, a word meaning “the strangers
from the other side.” Isaac, whom Sarah bare to Abraham in her
old age, established his race; while Ishmael, Abraham’s son by his
bondwoman Hagar, wandered into the wilderness, and is regarded as
the progenitor of the race of Arabs.

The history of the patriarchs is such a true and charming picture
of the simplicity of manners and honesty of peaceful nomads as can-
not be paralleled by any other we possess of the ancient world.
Before all, Josepl’s noble form shines forth. He appears calm and
composed in unmerited misfortune. As a faithful servant of his
Egyptian master, he withstands dangerous temptations; and at last
obtains the reward of his virtue through his acute interpretation of
drecams, a gift greatly admired in the East.

After Joseph, Moses, about 1500 B.C., is the next great figure in
the Hebrew world. Around his name is woven all the interest of the
deliverance of the children of Israel from Egyptian bondage, the
institution of the Passover, and the triumph over the Pharaoh and his
war chariots and armed hosts. For a long time Moses continued to
lead the murmuring and rebellious people in the Arabian desert.

Before his death, 1450 B.C., he appointed Joshua the son of Nun,
of the tribe of Ephraim, to be his successor ; exhorted the assembled
people to steadfast reliance on the God of their fathers, and urged
them to the extermination pf the Canaanites.

The taking of Jericho opened the way into the country. A portion
of the old inhabitants perished by the sword or went into exile ; of the
remainder, some were associated with the victors, while others re-
mained as independent tribes among the Israclites. Then there rose
.up courageous leaders, who overthrew the enemy in victorious battles.
" They receive in the Bible the name of the Judges. The most cele-
brated among them, besides the heroic Deborah, were Gideon,

Pagss of Jephthah, and Samson the Strong. But the people

1sracl.  persistently demanded a king, who, as their permanent
chief, should lead them to battle and to victory. Re-
luctantly yielding to their clamour, Samuel, about 1055 B.C., anointed
Saul the son of Kish as the first king of the Israclites. The dis-
obedience of Saul caused Samuel to reject him, and secretly to anoint
the youthful David, of the tribe of Judah, as king ; and after a long
contest, the death of Saul and of his son Jonathan, at the battle of
i Gilboa, put David in possession of his throne. David’s reign, from
1033 B.C., is the most splendid period of Israelitish history.
The reign of Solomon, his son and successor, was celebrated
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throughout the East as the period of the glory of Israel, especially
through the building of the magnificent temple at Jerusalem, and the
great extension of prosperity and commerce.

But even Solomon’s brilliant reign had its darker side. . Out of the
patriarchal governinent a despotic monarchy had arisen, with Oriental
splendour and luxury, and with taxes and villeinage, which weighed
upon the people with a heavy burden, and devoured all the revenues.
When Solomon’s own son, Rehoboam, followed in his father’s course,
and rejected with scornful threats the petitions of the people, ten tribes
revolted from him, and chose Jeroboam, of the tribe of Ephraim, for
their king (979 B.C.). Through this division of the government there
arose two kingdoms, of unequal size: the kingdom of Israel, or
Ephraim, composed of ten tribes, with the chief towns, goparation of
Sichem, Thirza, and Samaria ; and the kingdom of Judah, Israel and
consisting of two tribes, with Jerusalem for its capital. Judah.

Between the coast of the Mediterranean and cedar-crowned
Lebanon dwelt the maritime and commercial nation of Phcenicians.
Their chief towns were Sidon, “ the market of the nations,” and the
rich and powerfut Tyre. Under Hiram, the contemporary and friend
of Solomon, they attained to great prosperity. The Pheenicians were
especially noted for their maritime ehterprise.

When Hiram’s race was exterminated by the high-priest of the
goddess Astarte, who then united in his own family the regal power
and priestly office, the Tyrian commonwealth became
entangled in dissensions resulting in civil war. Pyg- g;‘%ghggg
malion, the great-grandson of the high-priest, murdered ¢
his uncle, the husband of his sister Elissa, who is generally known as
Dido, which induced the latter to emigrate from the country with a
certain number of the discontented Tyrians. They founded the “new
town ” of Carthage, on the north coast of Africa, opposite the island of
Sicily, which soon out-shone the fame of the mother country, through
warlike undertakings, trade, and navigation.

Idolatry and wickedness defaced the reigns of Jeroboam, “who
made Israel to sin,” and of his successors. Judah also experienced
dark days under the successors of Rehoboam.

The kingdoms of Israel and Judah, instecad of standing together to
oppose the powerful enemy with their united forces,—instead of
putting their trust and confidence in the protection of
Jehovah, and maintaining the old national laws and “3"0115 bo'l
customs,—disputed with each other, made alliances with e
foreign nations, implored aid and protection at the altars
of heathen gods, and gave themselves up to sloth and luxury. The
Assyrian invaded the kingdom of Epliraim, conquered the chief town
Samaria after a three yecars’ siege, and carried off the king and the
greater part of the population into Assyrian captivity, in 719, to the
farther side of the Euphrates and Tigris. The captives found new
abiding-places in distant Armenia, and the “towns of the Medes”; .
while foreign tribes, whom the Assyrian king sent for from Babylon,
Hamath, and the Euphrates, peopled the green hilly country of
Samaria. From the mingling of the new occupiers with the remnant
of the Israelites, the Samaritans took their origin.
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Judah remained tributary to Assyrian sway, and was treated with
some consideration. When the powerful Shalmaneser died, however,
Hezekiah, king
of Judah, 725-
696 B.C.,thought
the hour of de-
liverance had
come. He
entered into an
alliance  with
the Egyptians,
and fortified
Jerusalem. But
the people of
Judah returned
to their idols,
and thecaptivity
of the nation
was the terrible
punishment.
Jerusalem,
weakened by
famine, fell, as
Jeremiah  had
predicted, into
the hands of
the enemy.
Nebuchadnez-
zar burnt the
temple and
town, laid hands
on the sacred
vessels and
works of art, put
out the eyes of
the king, and,
afterkilling both
his sons, carried
him off with the
chief of the

PRIEST OF THE ISRAELITES. people in chains
to captivity
Babylon, 586. Only the poor country people were left behind.

Afterwards Babylon was conquered by the Persians,
and Cyrus the king allowed the Jews to return to their
homes, rendered them assistance, and gave up to them
the plundered treasures belonging to the temple, 539. *I stirred up
Koresh (Cyrus), mine anointed, for a deliverer,” cried the mighty
unknown prophet, whose prophecies were subsequently collected with
those of the elder Isaiah, ‘“and I will make plain all his paths. He
shall build me a city, and release my captives.”

D222
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The Babylonian
captivity.



MEDES AND PERSIANS: PELASGI: HELLENES. g

The Medes and Persians belong to the Zend nation, and were con-
sequently descendants of the primitive Iranians, who probably made
their earliest settlement in Bactria.

For five centuries the Medes remained under the rule of the
Assyrians, until, like brave men, they shook off the foreign yoke.
Soon, however, disorder and lawlessness crept in among them. ~The
Medes therefore chose Dejokes, 780-655 B.C., who had won renown as
a just and wise judge, to be their king.

At last the king of the Medes-succeeded not only in
liberating his country but accomplished the conquest and
destruction of the kingdom of Nineveh, and materially
enlarged his own territory (606).

The great king Cyrus was killed in a great battle near the river
Jaxartes, in which the Persians suffered a complete defeat from the
army of Tomyris, queen of the Massagetee. The reign of Cyrus’
fierce and warlike son, Cambyses, the conqueror of Egypt, lasted only
seven years, 529-522 B.C. ; but those years were full of calamity both
for the Persians and the population of the Nile valley. Not content
with the subjugation of the fertile land of LEgypt, he determined to
conquer also the country of Ethiopia. But the two armies perished
in the Libyan desert; some of the soldiers fell a prey to hunger and
exhaustion, while the rest were overwhelmed by the terrible whirlwind
of sand. Furious at these disasters, Cambyses returned to Memphis.
There he found a city rejoicing and gaily decorated, for a new Apis
had been found. After striking the Apis dead with a dagger with his
own hand, he caused some of the people and the priests to be tortured
and put to death, committing cruelties without limit or measure.
Darius, the son of Hystaspes, ascended the throne after the death of
Cambyses, whose possession he was compelled to secure by long wars
against the Babylonians and other revolted nations. In the Persian
Empire the culture of the East attained its completion, the next
development of progress in the human race was to be brought about
by the Hellenic, or Grecian people.

The most ancient inhabitants of Greece were those called Pelasgi,
who were probably spread over the whole country, though Thessaly
and Arcadia only are known as their authenticated dwelling-places.

Evidences of the civilization of the Pelasgi { 3 seen in the ruins of
ancient towns and royal citadels, and the tra s and
remains of water-works, dams, and canals, as well as in
the indestructible Cyclopean walls, built up of rough
masses of stone, or square blocks without mortar, in the Peloponnesus,
and other parts.

The Hellenes (according to Homer, Achezans) were divided into
four tribes ; Dorians and Acheans in the Peloponnesus ; Ionians in
Attica, the islands, etc. ; Aolians in Baeotia and elsewhere. The
carliest history is associated with separate herocs. In the descriptions
of the journeyings, adventures, and battles of these heroes, history,
tradition, and poetry are interwoven in an inextricable mythical whole.

The most famous event of the Greek heroic times, and one typical
of a more noble and advanced civilization, is the Trojan war, which
has been so frequently celebrated in historical traditions, poetry, and art.

Nineveh
destroyed.

Pelasgi and
Hellenes,
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Soon after the conclusion of the great war against Troy, there arose
great disturbances and revolutions in Greece. Separate
Hellenic tribes drove out the old inhabitants from their
Greek Colonies.former possessions ; the latter in their turn ousted other
tribes, until at last, the weaker part of the population—or rather those
of them who did not prefer submission and bondage under the war-
like new-comers,—resolved to emigrate, and accordingly established
transmarine colonics.

The Greek population became the means of a wide diffusion of
Greek language and culture. Thus Masalia, or Massilia, the modern
Marseilles, in southern Gaul, was founded by the inhabitants of the
Ionian town Phocza, after their flight from Cyrus; and Saguntum
in Spain, founded by Zacynthos, was remarkable both for its trade
and the love of freedom and patriotism which it exemplified at the
beginning of the second Punic war. These and other Greck colonial
towns were the great nurseries of civilization, culture, and noble forms
of life for the whole Western world.

Through their emigration, the simple habits of the Dorians had
gradually deteriorated, hatred between the conquering and conquered
races disturbed peaceful unity, and disorders perplexed the govern-
2 ments. This, about the year 884, caused Lycurgus, a
Spartan LaWs; patriotic Spartan, to form the design of procuring the

ycurgus. g
predominance of Sparta over the other States by the re-
storation of the ancient Dorian institutions.

The results of the Lycurgan constitution soon showed themselves.
In a short time the poor, petty State obtained the sovereignty or
hegemony over the Peloponnesus and the whole of Greece. While
the Spartans maintained for centuries the aristocratic military consti-
tution of Lycurgus, the lively and excitable Athenians introduced
among themselves very various kinds of government in succession.

Athonian  Solon,—one of the seven wise men, who had assisted his

Laws: Dative town to obtain possession of Salamis,—saved the
Solon.  country by means of his new code of laws. This was in

Trojan war,
and

3.

Solon’s code is a mingling of aristocratic and democratic elements.

Through the subjugation of the Greek colonies on the coast of Asia
Minor by Cyrus and the conquest of Thrace and Macedonia by
Darius, the Persians had come into frequent contact with the Greek
world ; and the ambition of the former and the love of liberty innate
in the latter necessarily ere long produced occasions of strife. The
attempt of the Greeks of Asia Minor to shake off the hated yoke, thus
casily gave rise to a general war.

Darius, in the year 490, despatched a fleet manned with numerous
Darius and histroops. The Persians, under Hippias, landed on the

Defeat:  Attic coast, and encamped on the plains of Marathon.

Marathon. The Athenians then sent hastily to demand help of the
Spartans ; but when the latter replied that they must follow their old
custom of waiting for the full moon before marching to battle, and
must therefore delay ten days longer, the Athenians went forth boldly
to meet their enemies under the guidance of ten generals.

The most distinguished of these commanders was Miltiades. Under
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his directions the Athenian hoplites, aided by 1,000 Plateans, com-
pletely defeated their foe in the battle of Marathon, in 490. Darius’
son Xerxes, who succeeded him in 483, took up his father’s scheme of
revenge, and made such extensive preparations, that Herodotus says
he collected an army of 1,700,000 men, and a fleet of more than 1,200
large ships.

In 480, Xerxes appeared at the narrow Pass of Ther- g ...
mopyle, which was guarded by the Lacedemonian king Thermopylm
Leonidas, with three hundred Spartans and about a thou- and Salamis.
sand of the allies. These brave men solemnly devoted themselves
to death, to save their country from subjugation by the foe. Themis-
tocles now became the deliverer of Greece. The memorable battle
of Salamis, 480, was fought, in which the Greeks obtained a decisive
victory. The Greeks, under the leadership of Pausanias,
in 479, won such a complete victory in the great battle pausanias
of Platea, over the enemy, three times their nuniber, that and Platza.
only 40,000 of the Persians escaped to the Hellespont.

Under Pericles, Athens attained to the highest splendour abroad.
The age of Pericles is justly extolled as the fairest and
most prosperous period of Greek history, when inward The Age of
greatness was combined with simplicity of manners, and  Pericies.
intellectual culture with strength and social virtue.

The Athenian citizens afterwards became an unstable and fickle
multitude, vacillating between arrogance and despondency, between
infidelity and superstitious excitement. Under these circumstances
Athens was compelled to look idly on, while Plateea, its most faithful
confederate, was subdued by the Spartans and Lacedaemonians, after
a truly heroic resistance ; and to see those citizens taken
who could bear arms, and their wives and children carried gy
into captivity.

The Spartans had recourse to the cunning, enterprising Lysander,
their astute general, on whose energy and talent they could rely;
and when Lysander had subdued the allied islands and towns, and
firmly secured them by the introduction of aristocratic forms of
government, he, in conjunction with king Agis, surrounded the dis-
tracted city of Athens both by sea and land. The long walls and
fortifications were torn down with rude scorn, amid the playing of
flutes ; the ships, with the exception of twelve, were given up to the
Spartans.

Sparta abused her powerful position by oppressing the otlier States,
and thus soon drew down upon herself the hatred of her allies, as
Athens had formerly done. The Spartans had long ago fallen away
from the simplicity and strictness of morals inculcated by Lycurgus.
Foreign wars had brought wealth ; wealth engendered avarice and
love of pleasure, which again gave birth to a host of vices.

The commonwealth of Thebes was then directed by two men, united
by close friendship and distinguished alike by love of freedom, patrio-
tism, and virtue, as well as for warlike skill and bravery, Epaminondas
and Pelopidas. These great men joined their powers in the endeavour
to raise their country.

The Lacedeemonians once more marched into the country with an
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Leuctra army, but in spite of their spirited resistance, sustained a
and terrible defeat in 371, at the battle of Leuctra, when
Mantinea.  Epaminondas, putting into practice his new tactics, broke
through the Lacedamonian ranks in a sudden charge, and Pelopidas
with his chosen band covered the flank and rear of his army. The
bloody battle of Mantinea, in 362, was gained by the Thebans ; but
the victory was dearly bought by the death of Epaminondas.

North of Greece lies the wild, mountainous country Macedonia, the
inhabitants of which consisted of a number of people of various origin,
among whom there were also probably some Pelasgian and Greek
races. The latter dwelt in the old country of Emathia, whose chief

Character town was Edessa, afterwards called /Egz, the original

of the  capital of the Macedonian kings, whose family was
Macedonians. qescended from the Heraclide of Argos. War, hunting,
and breeding of cattle formed the only occupations of the rude, hardy
people, who generally went into battle on horseback, under princes
of the tribes, only honoured those who had slain an enemy, and
varied their simple, uniform life by noisy feasts, warlikc games, and
splendid banquets.

Philip succeeded to the throne in 360—a man who was entirely
fitted to seize the sovereignty of Greece, which, since the battle of
Mantinea, had been a matter of dispute. With him commenced a new
era. Philip began rapidly to extend his kingdom. Already during
the Phocaean war he had conquered Torone and other Greek towns
in Chalcidice and razed them to the ground; he had then, after a
three years’ siege, subdued by force and treachery the wealthy town
Olynthos, which could bring 10,000 heavily-armed infantry and 1,000
horsemen into the field, transformed the town into a heap of ruins,
and either sold the citizens and inhabitants into slavery, or established
them in distant parts of Thrace. Philip won, in 338, the battle of
Cheronea, which put an end for ever to Greek freedom.
At Chzronea, Philip’s son, Alexander, an heroic youth
of nineteen years, gave the first proofs of his talent as a
general and his courage as a soldier. Emboldened by success, Philip
called together a national assembly at Corinth in 337, with intent to
conclude an Hellenic peace and league under Macedonian leadership,
and prepared for an expedition against Persia. He had already been
appointed chief commander, when he was murdered, by an offended
member of his body-guard, Pausanias, in 336.

After Philip’s death, his high-spirited son Alexander, a man
very keenly susceptible to everything that was great and noble,
ascended the Macedonian throne, at the age of one-and-twenty years.
In the year 334 B.C. Alexander set forth on the expedition against
Persia, with a small but brave army, commanded by the best gener-
als, Perdiceas, Clitus, Parmenio, Hephastion, Craterus, Ptolemaus,
Antigonus, and others.

The king, after the conquest of Egypt, established on a branch
of the Nile, the city of Alexandria, which he with true prescience
foresaw was destined, by reason of its favourable position, soon to
become the central point of commerce and of all the culture and
literature streaming from the West to the East,

His Victory
at Chzronea.
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After most arduous marches over the snow-covered Hindu-Kush
mountains, the Indian Caucasus, where great numbers of the soldiers
perished from lunger and fatigue, the valiant conqueror, during the
next two years, 329 and 328 B.C., succeeded in subduing the moun-
tainous districts in the south-cast of the Caspian Sea, and on the

Alexander’s fivers Oxus and Jaxartes. When Darius received in-

Advance to- telligence that Alexander had made his way through the
wards tho Bast difficult rocky passes of the mountainous country of
Persia, and had conquered Susa, he fled into the mountainous country
of Bactria, but was there slain. By arduous marches Alexander
pressed forward still farther towards the East, and penctrated as
far as Hyphasis, on the boundary of the Punjaub. He had intended
to add India to his conquests. But the Macedonian soldiers raised so
loud a murmur of discontent, that Alexander, though with an inward
struggle, turned his face towards hoimne, whither they clamorously
demanded to be led.

But a violent fever caused his swift death in the year 323 B.C.
To the question to whom he wished to leave his kingdom, he is said
to have answered, “ To the most worthy.”

After many bloody and horrible wars, in which Alexander’s whole

Kingdoms of family was destroyed, and all the ties of nature were

his Generals, Shamefully violated, his generals seized the different

countries for themselves, and raised them into indepen-
dent kingdoms.

The final subjugation of all under Roman law was hailed as a
happy event, bringing safety and order to the distracted community.

Italy was inhabited in the most ancient times by Pelasgi, Tyrrhenes,
who had come into the country from abroad, and by native herdsmen
and peasant people of Iberian-Gallic descent, such as Umbrians,
Osci, Sabelli, and others. In Etruria the Tyrrhene Pelasgians—a

civilized people accustomed to maritime industry—are

Th‘;fggf;ans supposed to have been at an early period partly subju-

*  gated, partly driven away, by the Etruscans or Tuscans,

who had penetrated southwards from the Alpine regions of Rhcetia ;

while the native populations, on the other hand, continued free and

independent, under different names, until they were at length subdued
by the power of the Romans.

The Roman State consisted of King, Senate, and People—populus,
that is to say, the totality of the Patricians, The royalty of ancient
Rome was limited by the will of the nation, which made itself known
partly in a direct manner in the assemblies of the nation, partly by
means of an authority conferred upon the Senate. It was thus “a
chief power, established and recognised by the people, and accorded
by them from free choice,” having its “source of justification” in the
people, and returning again to thein after the king’s death, to be con-
ferred on another person.

After the expulsion of Tarquinius, the highest power was vested in
the aristocratic families who bhad been chiefly nstrumental in the
abolition of royalty; and by division and the limitation of the period
of office, it was made accessible to various candidates. The Senate,
which had been increased by new members (conscripti), was con-
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sidered as guardian of the Commonwealth and the laws. This as-
sembly had the office of proposing and ratifying the laws determined
on, and the confirmation of the officers chosen by the popular assembly
of the Centuria.

The Senate decided questions of war and peace, and, as a Court of
Supreme Jurisdiction, watched over religion, the administration of
government and the law, and the regulation of the finances. Under
its auspices, two Consuls, who were first called Pretors, annually
chosen by the Patricians, carried on the government of Rome.

The new Commonwealth had to wage great conflicts within and
without. The wars of the young Republic with this powerful enemy
were subsequently embellished by Roman historians with all kinds of
heroic legends in glorification of the founding of the free State.

The Romans then created a new dignity, the Dictatorship, the
advantage of which they soon experienced in 496, in the victory over
the Latini at Lake Regillus, on the north side of the Latin mountains,
on the way from Rome to Praneste. Three years later, in 493, a
treaty was concluded, in which equal rights were secured to both
States.

Scarcely, however, were the Patricians relicved, by the death of
Tarquin at Cuma in 495, from the fear of a return of the royal family,
than they disrcgarded these regulations, oppressed the people, and
made tyrannical use of their rights and privileges. Among these
privileges may be especially reckoned the severe laws concerning
debt. The Plebeians, as free landowners, though without civil rights,
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were obliged to render payment of land-tax, to give military service
without pay, and to furnish arms and equipment.

The warlike spirit of the Romans was shown in their victories over
the Z£qui and Volsci, to combat whom the brave Cincinnatus was
called from the plough to the honours of the Dictatorship. An
attempt to carry out, by means of the ten men or Decemviri, the
laws obtained from Greece, though it promised success at first, was
frustrated by the tyranny of Appius Claudius. In a popular tumult
the power of the “wicked ten” was overthrown.

The Gauls, who had been settled for a century and a half in the

territory of the Po, after having destroyed the old Etruscan town of
Melpun, crossed over the Apennines and laid siege to the town of
Clusium in the year 396. They then proceeded towards Rome, with-
out devastating the intermcdiate country, and inflicted such a com-
plete defeat on the Roman army on the little river Allia, that only a
few fugitives escaped over the Tiber to Veii ; and even Rome, from
which the women and children had fled, fell without defence into the
hands of the enemy.
* The city was speedily rebuilt after the departure of the Gauls ; and
in 366, after an obstinate struggle of ten years, the position of the
Plebeians was much improved by the granting of the three rogations
or demands of the Tribunes Licinius and Sextus, the third of which
enacted that of the two Consuls one must be a Plebeian.

Rome next achieved the task of conquering the various nations of

_ Italy. Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, was compelled to give up the idea
of humbling the pride of the Roman people, and to acknowledge that
the conquest of this “nation of kings” was beyond his power. He was
glad to quit the country where his first victory had taught him what it
cost to gain even a temporary advantage over the indomitable foe.
“If 1 gain such another victory,” he said, “I shall return without a
soldier to Espinius.”

This was the loftiest period of the Republic. Austere virtue, strict
morals, and simplicity of life kept the great nation from the snares
of wealth and luxury. Virtue and nobility of soul alone procured

Republican Tespect and consideration ; Patricians and Plebeians

Triumphs. alike vied with each other in heroic courage and martial

Pymhus.  olory. Class prejudice had yielded to the spirit of pa-
triotism.  “ 1t would be easier to turn aside the sun from his course,”
said the great King of Epirus, “than Fabricius, the Roman general,
from the path of honour.”

Then came the three great wars with Carthage ; of which by far the
most arduous and important was the second.

Four great victories were the fruit of the heroic march of Hannibal,
the great Carthaginian leader, across the Alps into Italy. At the
Ticinus, the Trebia, Lake Thrasymene, and Cannze, he triumphed
over the Roman valour and discipline. After Canna, Hannibal is
said to have despatched to Carthage, as a token of his victory, three
bushels of gold rings taken from the arms of the slain knights. He

Carthage took up his winter quarters in Campamia and in the

and powerful city of Capua. But the luxurious life of Capua
Rome.  corrupted his troops, and the tactics of Fabius Maximus
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turned the scale of victory. After a splendid series of campaigns
Hannibal was obliged to quit Italy, and the defeat of his army at Zama
decided the contest in favour of the Romans. The destruction of
Carthage was merely a question of time, in view of the bitter hostility
of Cato the censor and his party at Rome; and in 146 the doomed
city fcll. Before this time Roman conquest in Asia had already
begun, and the provinces of Asia and Africa attested the astonishing
advance of the Roman rule.

But with increased power and extended territory came corruption
and degeneracy. The rights for which the people had manfully
striven were disregarded and lost ; and the fate of the Gracchi, who
perished for attempting to restore, by irregular means, the old in-
fluence of the plebeians, manifested how the liberties and nobleness
of Rome had sunk. For a time the optimates, or aristocratic families,
engrossed the whole power of the Government. But their flagrant
abuse of their authority aroused a natural opposition; and Caius
Marius, the rough soldier, the peasant’s son, became the representative
of the plebeian faction, as his rival, Cornelius Sulla, became the head
of the aristocratic party. The alternate triumphs of the  wrarius
two leaders became the signal in Rome for massacres and
and proscriptions ; and thus the highest interests of the ~ Sulla
State were 1n the hands of two cruel and unscrupulous military chiefs.

Invasions from the North—the descent of the Cimbri and Teutones
upon the fertile plains of Italy—mark this period, giving, as it were,
a foretaste of the danger that was in future times to menace and at
length to overthrow the Roman rule ; and. the influence of Marius
was in great part based upon the success with which he had driven
back these formidable invaders. After the two rival generals had
passed away, each having “slaked his burning heart in blood of
Rome,” Cneius Pompey and Caius Julius Caesar take their places as
. rival leaders, disputing the chief power between them. At first, how-

ever, though they secretly distrusted each other, their joint interest
compelled them to work together.

To render himself a match for the party of the aristocrats and the
men of old republican sentiments, at whose head stood the upright
M. Porcius Cato, Caesar, in the year 6o, concluded a treaty with
Pompey and Crassus, called a Triumvirate, or union of three men,
the object of which confederacy was mutual assistance for the at-
tainment of their selfish aims. Supported by Casar, who obtained
the consulship for the next year, Pompey strove to effect  pympey
the carrying out of the new land-law, according to which and
upwards of 20,000 citizens, for the most part old soldiers  C®sar.
belonging to his army, were endowed with landed possessions in the
territory of Capua. From that time forward these three men, without
regard to the Senate, ruled the State with the assistance of the popular
party, which had been won over by the distribution of corn, by grants
of land, and other regulations and devices. Casar, as governor of
Gaul, fought eight famous campaigns against the various tribes who
inhabited the country, put down a tremendous revolt, and added a
new province to the Roman Empire. Then returning, crowned with
victory, and idolized by his soldiers, he triumphed over Pompey, and

c



18 INTRODUCTION : THE ANCIENT WORLD.

became supreme in Rome, with authority greater and more recognised
than even that of Marius or Sulla had been, only to fall beneath the
daggers of a conspiring faction on the Ides of March, 44 B.C. It
was during his campaigns in Gaul that Caesar paid those two hostile
visits to the British shores, with which the history of these islands
definitely begins,

THE COLOSSEUM AT ROME,
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CHAPTER 1.
QAueient Britain and its Enbabitants,

Mythical Accounts of Ancient Britain : Earliest knowledge of Britain ;: The * Tin-
islands ’ : Meaning of ‘Britain," ‘ Albion,” ‘Ierne’; no British History till
55 B.C. : State of Britain on Casar’s Invasion : its Inhabitants : Prehistoric
Britain conjecturally ‘Described—Tribes of Gaels and Cymry: Tacitus—
Contrast of Gauls and Teutons: Barbarous Condition of the Britons: The
Druids : Druidism and its Nature.

HERE is proof demonstra-
Y tive that all England, and
% many parts of Scotland, formed,
A during many ages, the solid bot-
j tom of the old sea. At what
period Britain was raised above
| the waves, or when it received its
first inhabitants, cannot be de-
termined. One legend declares
that the original inhabitants, a
Celtic population, bad for their
first king, Samothes, the eldest
son of Japheth, called by Moses
Meschech ; that after three hun-
dred years the island was con-
quered by a giant son of Neptune,

- — Albion, whose brother, Berosus,
sub]ugated the 1sland to the west, now called Ireland, and suled there ;
and another represents a TrOJan colony as havmg settled in the
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island about 1100 B.C., under Brutus the Trojan, the great-grandson
of /Aneas, just as Francus, the grandson of Hector, is represented as
the ancestor, in an equally obscure and legendary form of ancient
tradition, of all the Franks. The chronicler, Geoffrey of Monmouth,
A.D. 1120, gravely relates that Brutus, having killed, as had been
foretold, his father Silvius, son of Zncas’s son, Ascanius, left the
The Myth o home of the Trojan exiles in Italy for Greece, where he
Brutus and attacked king Pandrasus and compelled him to give him
New Troy. his daughter in marriage, and to supply him with a fleet,
with which he sailed to the western Mediterranean ; after subduing
part of Gaul, Brutus landed in Britain, * which was then inhabited
by none but a few giants,” whom he compelled to retire to the moun-
tains. Brutus built “New Troy” on the Thames, and from him a
long line of kings, among whom was Shakespeare’s “ poor distressed
Lear,” was said to have sprung. As early as 1000 B.C. a portion at
The Pheeni- lcast of the Britishislands is believed to have been known
cians trading to the greatest trading people of the ancient world, the
to Britalt, — phenicians, who from their vast commercial seats, Tyre
and Sidon, coasted the whole length of the Mediterranean, and issuing
through the “Pillars of Hercules,” the Straits of Gibraltar of the
moderns, visited some islands called the Tin-islands, or ¢ Cassiterides,’
in the western ocean, which are supposed to be the Scilly Islands and
part of Cornwall. It has been conjectured that the Pheenicians first
got the name for tin—in Greek ‘cassitreros,” Sanscrit ‘castira,’ Arabic
‘casdir, probably meaning shining,—along with the metal from some
island on the coast of India, where much tin is found, and that they
afterwards gave the name of Cassiterides to Cornwall—there is a
Cassiter Street in Bodmin—and to the Scilly Islands, when they began
to bring tin from these parts. The name Britain, ‘Britannia,’ by
which the larger island was known to the Romans, and the British
Isles to the Greeks, is derived by some from the Celtic ‘Bruit-Tan,’
“tin country,” which the Pheenicians translated by ¢ Cassiterides’; but
by others from the Trojan Brutus ; and by others again from Prydain,
the leader of a Cymric colony from Armoric Gaul, now Brittany. The
Greek philosopher Aristotle, in the fourth century B.C., mentions the
two large ‘ Britannic’ islands, and speaks of the larger—England and
Scotland—under the name of Albion, probably from the Celtic,
meaning “high island,” or from its chalky white cliffs ; and he mentions
the smaller—Ireland, the Roman ‘Hibernia,—under the name of
‘Terne,” the classical form of the Celtic ‘Eeri’ or ‘Eeirin,) from
“iar, “western,” or from ¢ Iar-inn,’ the “western isle” Milner justly
observes that the application of the term Scotland to the northern
part of the island is comparatively of modern origin, and that the
names Scotia and Scots were originally used to designate a part of
Ireland and its inhabitants. But though the Greek colonists of
Marseilles, the ancient ¢ Massilia,” and Narbonne, then called Narbo,
traded through Gaul with Britain, purchasing cattle, skins, tin, lead,
silver, iron, etc. ; and though the Romans had begun to speak of the
island in the second century B.C., British history is a blank till the
invasion of Julius Cesar, the Roman commander in Gaul, afterwards
called France, about half a century before the birth of Christ.



THE PH@&NICIANS AND THEIR VOYAGES. 21

Dr. Lappenberg, in his valuable History ‘of England under the
Anglo-Saxon kings, admirably translated by Thorpe, gives a graphic
account of the prehistoric era in Britain. He says : “ More than 1,000
years before the birth of our Saviour, Gades and Tartessus had bcen
founded by the Phcenicians, whose fearless traders we behold in our
dim vision of those remote times when tin was becoming less abun-
dant from the ports of Spain, after a tedious coasting voyage of four
months, fetching that metal from those islands which Herodotus

ANCIENT BRITONS WITH CORACLES.

denominates the Cassiterides, or islands producing tin, gerodotus and
and which now bear the name of the Scilly Islands. )

Herodotus was unable to ascertain the position of these Oassitorides.
islands ; nor does lie even mention the name of Britain. It is
probable that the Pheenicians never sailed there direct from their own
coast, though Midacritos, the individual who is recorded as having first
brought tin from the Cassiterides, seems by his name to have been
a Pheenician.  The earliest mention of the British islands by name
is made by Aristotle, who was born in 384 and died in 323 B.C,, and
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who describes them as consisting of Albion and Ierne. The Car-
thaginian Himilko, who between the years 362 and 350 B.C., had been
sent by his government on a voyage of discovery, also found the Tin
Islands, which he calls Oestrymnides, near Albion, and two days’ sail
from Ierne, in Mount’s Bay. His example was, some years after,
followed by a citizen of the celebrated colony of the Phocians, the
Massilean Pytheas, to the scanty fragments of whose journal, pre-
served by Strabo and other ancient authors, we are indebted for the
oldest accounts concerning the inhabitants of these islands. The
Massilians and Narbonnese traded at an early period, by land
journeys to the southern coast of Gaul, with the island Ictis (Wight),
or St. Michael’'s Mount, and with the coasts of Britain.
This early commerce was carried on both for the sake
of the tin, an article of great importance to the ancients,
and of lead ; though these navigators extended their commerce to
other productions of the country, such as slaves, skins, and a superior
breed of hunting dogs, which the Celts made use of in war. British
timber was employed by Archimedes for the mast of the largest ship
of war which he had caused to be built at Syracuse. Gold and silver
are said to have been found there; also an inferior kind of pear],
which is still to be met with. This country and its metals soon became
an object of scientific inquiry to the Greeks, as is proved by a work
upon tbe subject by Polybius, the loss of which must be painfully felt
by cvery one acquainted with the acuteness and sound judgment of
that historian. The Romans first became acquainted with Britain in
their lust for universal dominion.  Scipio, in his inquiries concerning
it among the merchants of the then most distinguished Celtic cities
—Massilia, Narbo, and Corbelo—had received no satisfactory answer ;
and Publius Crassus is named as the first Roman who visited the
Cassiterides. He is said to have noticed the defective method of
mining employed, and to have shown the inhabitants the art of ob-
taining more tin by digging deeper into the rock. This was, probably,
the officer of that name who, by Caesar’s command, had achieved
the conquest of the Gaulish nations inhabiting along the shores of the
British Channel.” B

Till then, the theatre of the great events of the ancient world had
been the shores of the Mediterrancan. The city of Rome had
gradually extended its power from the neighbourhood of the Seven
Hills, and, prostrating in succession the Carthaginian, Macedonian,
Greek, and Eastern powers, now ruled all the coasts of the Mediterra-
nean.

‘The whole of northern and western Europe was occupied by bar-
barous tribes who bore nearly the same relation to the populations
under the sway of Rome that the North American Indians bear now
to the inhabitants of the British Islands. Britain was then peopled
by various rude tribes. A very small portion of the island was under
cultivation. In the south were vast tracts of heath, with here and
there patches of grass and corn. The west and north, covered with
forests, lakes, and mountains, were inaccessible to strangers ; and in
the east, near the estuaries of the rivers vast marshes extended. The
southern parts of the island probably received their first immigrants

Early British
Products.
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from Gaul; the west from Ireland, which was pcopled from Gaul
or Spain, and the north and east from Scandinavia and Germany.
The numerous tribes that occupied Britain about fifty years B.C. seem
to have chiefly belonged to the two great branches of the Celtic stock
—the ‘Gaels’ or Gauls and the ‘Cymry,” who are often confounded
with the Cambri, an essentially Germanic nation, the former of
whom are still represented in Ireland, the Scottish High- The geltic
lands, and the Isle of Man, and the latter in Wales, _ Tribes
Each of these petty tribes was ruled by an independent @ Britain.
chieftain. The most important tribes in the south were the Cantii,
Trinobantcs, Cenimagni, Catienchani, and Silures, and in the north
the Caledonians.

The “Caledones aliique Picti,” Caledonians and other Picts, are
mentioned by Eumenius in a panegyric on the Emperor Constantine.
The origin of Pict is probably from ¢ picti’—painted men,

The following are the names and probable localities of the British
tribes at the time of the first landing of the Romans on the south-
eastern coast :—* Cantii,’ Kent ; ¢ Regni,” Sussex, Surrey, and part of
Hampshire ; ‘Belga,’ the west of Hampshire, with Wiltshire and
Somersetshire ; ¢ Durotriges, Dorsetshire ; ¢ Cimbri, Devonshire ;
‘Damnonii, parts of Devonshire and Cornwall; ¢Cornabii, the
extreme part of Cornwall; ‘Trinobantes,’ Essex ; ‘Atrebatii,’ Berkshire
and part of Bucks ; ‘ Dobuni,’ Oxfordshire and Glouces-
tershire ; ¢ Cenimagni, Suffolk; ‘Simeni) or Iceni, Dﬁ‘?}i‘,}g‘s‘f"
Norfolk ; ¢ Catieuchlani, parts of Bucks and Northamp-
ton, with Bedfordshire, Hertford, and Huntingtonshire ; ¢ Coritani,’
Lincoln, Leicester, Derby, Nottingham, and part of Northamptonshire;
¢Cornavii, Stafford, Worcester, Warwick, Cheshire, and Shropshire ;
¢ Silures,” Monmouth, Hereford, Glamorgan, Brecknock, and Radnor ;
¢ Demeta,” Pembroke, Cardigan, and Caermarthen; ‘Ordovices,
Montgomeryshire, Merionethshire, Caernarvonshire, Denbighshire,
and Flintshire; ‘Parisii) the south-east of Yorkshire; ¢Selantii,
Lancashire ; ‘Brigantes,” Durham, York, Cumberland, Westmoreland ;
‘Otadeni,” Berwick, East Lothian, Roxburgh, and part of Northumber-
land ; ¢ Gadeni, Seclkirk, Pecbles, West Lothian, with parts of Mid-
Lothian and Northumberland ; ‘Selgovze, Dumfries, and part of
Kirkcudbright ; ¢ Novantee,, Wigton, with parts of Kirkcudbright and
Ayr; ‘Damniiy Lanark, Renfrew, and Stirling, with parts of Ayr,
Dumbarton, and Perth; ‘Epidii, Argyll; ‘Venicones,’ Fife, Forfar,
Kinross, Clackmannan, with parts of Perth, Kincardine, and Aberdeen ;
‘Teexali, or ‘Tezali) the rest of Kincardine, and Aberdeen ; the
¢ Caledonii,’ across the country from Inverary to Inverncss; Vacomagi,
on the borders of Loch Lomond; ‘Ceroes, parts of Argyle and
Inverness ; ‘Cante, or ‘Decante, the east of Ross; ¢ Creoncs,
the rest of Ross; ‘Logi,’ or ‘Lugi,’ the south-east of Sutherland, and
part of Caithness; ¢ Merte,’ or ‘ Smertz,’ central part of Sutherland ;
¢ Carnonaca,” south-west of Sutherland ; ¢ Cornavii,’ the east and north
of Caithness; ¢ Careni, the west of Caithness and north-east of
Sutherland. ‘ ‘

The opposite characteristics of the two races, the Celts and Teutons,
are finely described by Tacitus; and Sir James Mackintosh justly
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observes that the unprejudiced and unaffected description of the
Gaulish character and usages by that great man is not only an
admirable specimen of his calm observation and simple elegance,
but is deserving of the utmost consideration as a picture, by the band
of a master, of a condition of society which has been seldom
paralleled.
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ROMAN MEMORIAL STONE WITH INSCRIPTION.

“Among the Gauls,” says Tacitus, “the multitude are in a state of
servile dependence upon the equestrian and sacerdotal orders. Most
of them, indeed, for the sake of exemption from taxes, or deliverance

The Gauls {Tom debt, or protection against danger, have enslaved

described by themselves to the nobility, whose power over them is as
Tacitus.  absolute as that of a master over his slaves. The Druids
have the care of education ; they alone cultivate knowledge ; they
conceal from the vulgar the secret doctrines, in which their pupils only
are initiated. Their sacred and scientific duties privilege them from
taxes and from military service; they determine the greater part of
litigated questions ; it is their business to allot rewards and punish-
ments. The party who refuses to abide by their decision is punished
by interdiction from sacrifices, which disables him from public office,
brands him as impious and criminal, and cuts off his whole intercourse
with his fellow-creatures. These powers are rendered more dreadful
by the proneness to a dire superstition which taints the Gaulish
character. All the political authority which such prerogatives as the
priesthood suffer to exist, is exercised by a turbulent and factious
nobility, whose constant occupation is to recruit and exercise their
devoted adherents.

“The chieftain, or vergobret, has an uncontrolled power of life and
death over all the laymen of his tribe. Their domestic life corresponds
to their ecclesiastical and civil polity. Husbands have the power of
life and death over their wives and children. At the death of a
nobleman, if there be a suspicion against the wives, they are put to
the torture as slaves ; if they be thought guilty, after’ cruel torments,
they die in the flames.” .
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Very different is the account given by Tacitus of the German
nations, in whom he appears to have seen the men whose descendants
shiould one day be foremost in the progress of the world. The historian
describes their generous though disorderly freedom, as if it were no
less characteristic of the race than their fierce blue eyes, their red
hair, their huge frame, better fitted for violent effort than for patient
industry. “Their kings are chosen from the royal race ; their leaders
are selected on account of their valour. The power of the kings is
not without bounds. The generals command more by The character
example than by authority. The chiefs regulate ordinary _of the
business : great affairs are brought before the whole ©Germans.
tribe, by the king and other chieftains,and determined by the suffrages
of all. These assemblies take cognisance of capital crimes, and elect
judges for the districts, to each of whom a council of a hundred
assessors is also appointed. Though almost without clothing, and
without towns, and though a lasting appropriation of land to individuals
was unknown to them, yet they alone, among barbarians, rejected
polygamy. Female purity was respected ; the female sex, therefore,
were held in honour. By a rare example, slaves were treated with
lenity ; sometimes indeed killed in moments of anger, but never sub-
jected to cruel punishment or more cruel labour.”

Only the tribes of Britons in the districts which lay nearest to the
coast of Gaul had received some varnish of civilization. They stained
and tattooed their bodies. They wore chequered dresses like the Scot-
tish Highlanders. Their fingers were plentifully ornamented with rings,
and from their necks chains of brass or iron were suspended over the
breast. A small shield, some javelins, and a sword rounded at the
end were their arms. Though they exhibited considerable skill in
war, cspecially in the use of their war chariots, which gocial Condi-
had scythes fastened to the wheels, and were used for tion of the
cutting down the ranks of the enemy, they had nothing ol
that might be called a fortress. Their houses, chiefly clusters of
wooden thatched huts, supported on stone foundations, were generally
in the depth of a forest, their only defence being a ditch and a ram-
part formed of timber. Those on the coast raised cor to export,
and also devoted themselves to the training of wild horses. Farther
inland the Britons were clad in skins, and subsisted almost entirely on
the flesh of their flocks and on milk. And in the northern wilds they
were nearly savages, wearing scarcely any covering and living on the
animals caught in the chase, while all the bonds of family life were
disregarded. Of the inhabitants of Caledonia, Tacitus says, “Red
hair and huge limbs denote their German extraction.”

Throughout the whole country one religion seems to have prevailed
—Druidism—{rom 8pds, Welsh ‘drew,” Cornish ‘dar, an oak, from
their veneration for the oak and its parasite the mistletoe. The
priests and priestesses, called Druids and Druidesses, led an austere
and recluse life ; they wore a pcculiar garb, and were regarded with
very great veneration. They had extensive powers. They possessed
all civil and criminal jurisdiction ; the petty princes were appointed or
removed by them ; all private relations were under their control;
and as by their excommunication an offender was cut off from all
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A DRUID WITH HIS INSIGNIA OF OFFICE,

company and intercourse with his fellows, their decrees were most
Power of the Scrupulously obeyed. They had the charge not only of all
Druids.  religious ceremonies and festivals, but also of the educa-
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tion of the youth ; and they were free from all taxation and from war
service. The Druids taught the doctrine of the transmigration and
immortality of the soul ; they professed magic and astrology, and
interpreted omens. One of the lessons they inculcated was, that “ the
first three principles of wisdom are—obedience to the laws of God,
regard for the welfare of man, and fortitude under the accidents of
life.” They seem to have held a kind of polytheism ; and probably,
as with the Greeks and Romans, every great natural object had its
presiding genius. Hardly anything is known of their terrible rites,
except that frequently human victims were offered on their altars.
The great ruins at Stonehenge on Salisbury Plain and at Avebury in
Wiltshire, are commonly regarded as remains of Druidical temples.
The bards formed a part of the Druidical caste. They were generally
attached to the family of the chieftains, whose praises they sang,
accompanied by their- wild harps ; and they followed the gyeourity con.
warriors into the field to excite their valour by chanting cerning their
the achievements of their ancestors. Ritesy
The Druids held four great festivals, in February, May, August, and
November, when their worship was performed in open temples formed
of circles of large stones. Besides the celebrated remains at Stone-
henge, there are traces of these temples at Avebury, Dartmoor, and
Shap in Westmoreland. That at Stonehenge consists of two circles
of vast stones, some still retaining their upright position, but others
stretched upon the earth, either by the hand of man or the *war of
elements.” These stones average fourtcen fect in height, seven in
breadth, and three in thickness. There are thirty-nine in the outer
circle, of which about one-half remain upright. A space of eight
feet divides the outer from the inner circle, the stones of which are
smaller ; and in the centre of this inner division is a large flat stone,
supposed to have been the altar. The whole is surrounded by a
trench. In these inclosures the Druids offered sacrifices
and prayer, heard causes, and pronounced judgment, and, Druld{gs'rem-
not unfrequently, practised the arts of divination. .
white bull was their usual sacrifice ; but Tacitus says: “ They held
it right to smear their altars with the blood of their captives, and to
consult the will of the gods by the quivering of human tlesh.”

CIRCLE OF DRUIDIC STONES IN CORNWALL,



CHAPTER 1L

Britain under the Roman Conquest and Rule,

55 B.C. TO A.D. 449.

First Roman Invasion under Julius Caesar, g5 B.C. : His Retreat: Second Roman
Invasion under Cazesar, 54 B.C.: Capture of Cassivelaunus: Retreat of the
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Claudius, A.D. 40: Reduction of S.E. Britain—Settlement of the Romans:
Fall of Caractacus: Reduction of the Isle of Anglesey, A.D. 59: Revolt of
Boadicea, A.D. 59-62—her death: Governorship of Agricola, A.D. 78-85:
Defeat of Galgacus: Circumnavigation of Britain: Introduction of Roman
Civilization : The Caledonian Frontier: Visit of the Emperor Hadrian, A.D.
121—his Wall: Antonine’s Wall, A.D. 140: Campaign of the Emperor
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Saxons: Revolts in Britain under Carausius, in 286, and Allectus, in 293:
Incursions of the Picfs and Seofs : Theodosins defeats the Picts and Scots:
Usurpation of Maximus : Peopling of Brittany: Roman Britain relieved by
Stilicho, 396 : the Thirty Republics : Final Withdrawal of the Romans, A.D.
418 : the Hallelujah Victory over the Picts and Scots, 429 : Federal Monarchy
under Vortigern, 425: the * Groans of the Britons,” 446.

CZESAR’S EXPEDITIONS TO BRITAIN.

THERE was little material wealth to tempt the great Roman
general to venture across the Channel from Gaul; but the
necessity of keeping his forces in a high state of efficiency by corl1-
stant warfare, in preparation for the inevitable struggle
“E,‘}té;;‘;‘}?y with his rival Porgper;v for the sovereignty of the Roman
world, and the prospect of an increase of his popularity at
Rome by his adding, if only in name, another province—which was
P 28
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reported by traders to be very fertile—to the already overgrown
dominions of the Republic, induced Julius Cesar to organize an
expedition to Britain, after his reduction of Gaul. There is also no
doubt that a chief reason for Casar’s resolution to take possession
of Britain sprang from the assistance the Britons had given the Gauls,
armed parties having been frequently sent over to join the Gaulish
armies. The Britons were informed of his intention to invade their
country ; and seeing how successful he had been in Gaul, they sent
ambassadors for the purpose of making their submission to the
conqueror, and to offer hostages. Casar received the messengers
with courtesy, but gave no decided answer to their proposals.
When they returned, he sent one of his chiefs, Comius, with them
as ambassador ; but at the same time he sent Volusenus, a naval
commander, with a single galley, to survey the coast. On the return
of their ambassadors, the Britons—whether they had received any
information of the expedition of Volusenus, or whether they only
suspected the faith of Caesar, is not known—seized Comius, and put
him under restraint, in irons. When Volusenus returned, his report
caused Casar to determine in what direction to send his expedition,
which consisted of 12,000 men and eighty vessels. Thus, under
pretext of avenging the aid which had been given by the Britons to
some of the Gallic tribes in his late campaigns, Caesar embarked
near Calais with the infantry of two legions, about 12,000 men, on the
25th of Aug., 55 B.C., and after a few hours’ sail approached the coast
between Deal and Dover ; on seeing the heights covered with armed
barbarians, he sailed northwards into Pegwell Bay, and prepared to
effect a landing near the ruins of Richborough Castle. The Britons
offered a desperate resistance : and, when they brought forward their
scythe-armed chariots, prevented the Romans from wading through
the surf from the galley to the beach. But the standard-bearer of
the tenth legion boldly dashed through the waves.
Readers of Casars Commentaries will remember theThe first Land-

2 ; g in Britain. .
gallant legionary’s appeal to his comrades. *Jump
down, fellow-soldiers, unless you wish to betray your eagle into the
hands of the enemy. I certainly shall fulfil my oath to the State
and the commander.” The legionaries, imitating his devoted heroism,
pressed on, and drove the barbarians from the shore. The Romans
then proceeded to form their first encampment in Britain, near the
Isle of Thanet ; and the chiefs, discouraged by Caesar’s success, made
overtures of submission. A storm, however, in which the Roman
fleet was nearly destroyed, raised their hopes ; their emissaries were
recalled from the camp, and a treacherous attack was made on the
seventh legion. Reinforcements were brought up on both sides, and
after a prolonged struggle the Britons suffered a second overthrow.
The approach of winter, and the knowledge of the spread of dis-
affection in Gaul, and perhaps the necessity of increasing the
invading forces after such exhibitions of courage on the part of the
natives, led to Caesar’s withdrawing shortly afterwards from this recon-
naissance as, in his Commentaries on the Gallic War, he professes
to hdve regarded it; but at Rome a thanksgiving of twenty days
was decreed. During the winter Casar collected in Gaul about Soo
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e Tk galleys, in which, early in the summer of 54 B.C,, he
sion of Britain.€mbarked five legions, about 30,000 men, and 2,000
cavalry. The extent of his fleet alarmed the DBritons,
who retired from the coast and allowed him to effect his landing
on the shores of Kent unmolested. The name Kent is generally
derived from a Celtic word signifying a corner or projection, as the
Kentish land projected into the sea, forming an angle or corner at
the Isle of Thanet. In Cantire in Scotland the same word occurs,
and in the same meaning. The natives joined their forces under Cas-
sivelaunus, as Ceaesar calls him, the King of the Cassii and Dobuni,
a chief who contested every inch of ground with the Romans in their
attempted march into the interior. The perfidy of the other chieftains
at length obliged Cassivelaunus to retreat across the Thames ; he
was immediately followed by Czesar, who after a severe siege cap-
tured and burned Verulamium, now St. Albans, and Cassivelaunus
and the other southern chieftains had soon to submit. After appoint-
ing his ally Mandubratius in place of Cassivelaunus, and fixing the
amount of annual tribute to be paid,—for the collection of which,
however, no steps seem to have been taken,—Casar returned to Gaul.
The commotions that shortly afterwards ensued in the Roman
world—the subversion of the Republic at the close of the struggle
between Casar and Pompey; its nominal restoration under the
Triumvirate of Mark Antony, Octavian, and Lepidus ; the establish-
ment of the Empire under Octavian, afterwards Augustus, and the
Britain dis. Wwars in Germany under the latter and Tiberius—secured
regarded for to the Britons for nearly a century immunity from Roman
aentury. conquest. The insane Roman Emperor, Caligula, spoke
of invading Britain, when his troops gathered shells for him on the
opposite coast as trophies of his conquest of the ocean, A.D. 40; and
three years later his successor in the purple, Claudius, sent four
legions under Aulus Plautius to reduce the island. To this interval
of ninety-seven years, during which the Britons retained their original
independency, belongs Shakespeare’s prince “the radiant Cymbeline,”
Cunobelin. A number of coins of gold, silver, and bronze, bearing
the name of Cunobelin in various forms, attest at once the importance
of this monarch and the civilization of Britain at that period. The
letters Cam. Camv. etc., often oc¢curring on the coins, are supposed
to signify Camalodunum, now Colchester, the residence of the King.
When the Romans interfered in British affairs, it was at the insti-
gation of a chief, Beric, who had been expelled from the island by a
family quarrel. Plautxus who was aided by Vespasian, afterwards
Emperor, was soon followed by his imperial master, and the legions
succeeded in reducing the country from Essex to Hampshire ; and
the unfortunate son of -the Emperor received the glorious name of
Britannicus, in honour of the brilliant Roman successes. On a
coalition of the tribes under Caractacus, the valiant
poman add chieftain of the Silures of South Wales, Claudius en-
‘trusted the conduct of the war to Ostorius Scapula,
A.D. 47 ; Scapula established a Roman colony at Camalodunum, and
raised a line of forts along the Avon and Severn, to overawe the
reduced tribes and check the incursions of the enemy.
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Though all the country south of the Tyne was reduced, and Carac-
tacus himself was obliged to retreat to the fastnesses of Wales, the
Romans had to maintain every inch of ground against the unwearied
Britons. Caractacus was betrayed by his step-mother Cartismandua,
Queen of the Brigantes, after the fall of his stronghold, Caer Caradoc,
and was sent in chains to Rome ; but his noble bearing and assertion
of his rights before Claudius procured for him a pardon. His fame
preceded him in Italy : the people were eager to see the man who,
for so many years, defied the empire. His family supplicated for
mercy. He himself, however, addressed the Emperor with a manly
dignity, alike removed from meanness and insolence. Claudius
accordingly treated him with lenity and respect, not unaware how

much the dignity of the vanquished enhances the glory of the con-
~ queror. The unconquerable Silures renewed their attacks on the
Romans, and kept up the animosity of their countrymen by this
example. Ostorius, weary of an obscure and destructive warfare,
died ; and his successors were for years confined to the defensive.
It has been noticed by Gibbon as a remarkable fact that the conquest
of Britain should have been undertaken in the reign of Claudius, the
most timid of the successors of Julius Cesar, and completed under
Domitian, the most slothful of the line. Under Claudius’ successor,
Nero, the command of the legions was conferred on Suetonius
Paulinus, who, in A.D. 59, began an attack- on Mona, now the Isle of
Anglesey, a great seat of the Druids. As in many other cases the
priests of the national religion were found to be the most devoted

Suetoniug Supporters of the national independence ; and Suetonius

captures hoped by extirpating the Druids to break the spirit of

Moma.  resistance, while he found in the existence of human sac-
rifices a pretext for his severity. The sacred oaks of Anglesey were
cut down, and the Druids were burnt on the pyres on which they
had intended to sacrifice the invaders. Suetonius had to hasten
back to repress an insurrection in the Roman territory, which had
been excited by the Queen of the Iceni, Boadicea, the widow of the
powerful King Prasutagus. She had been treated with more than
Roman inhumanity. For the offence of protesting against the horrible
cruelties inflicted on her people, the Iceni, by the Romans, she had
been seized and publicly scourged like a slave, and her daughters
given up to the outrages of the soldiery by Roman tribunes. The
fury of the insurgents fell upon Colchester, where a temple had been
erected to the deified Claudius as the conqueror of Britain. The
ninth legion, 6,000 men, under Petilius, who marched to its assistance,
was cut to pieces ; the town was stormed and razed, and the garrison
was put to the sword. The insurgents now advanced upon Londinium,
London, which had been a town of some importance even at the time
of Julius Caesar’s invasion, and had become one of the chief Roman
colonies. Its name is supposed to have been derived from Llyn Dyn,
the city of ships, which was Romanized into Londinium. Suetonius
had now arrived in London ; but he found it necessary to evacuate
the town, which the insurgents laid in ruins. Verulamium, St. Albans,
met with the same fate.. Seventy thousand of the Romans and their
adherents are said to have been massacred in this insurrection.
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It was not till A.D. 62, that Suetonius, having assembled
a force of 10,000 men, was able to offer battle to Boadicea,
when he totally overthrew the insurgents, whose loss is
said to have amounted to 8o,000. Here, as elsewhere, the numbers*
are probably unreliable; the Romans had a practice of exaggerating
the enemy’s losses, and making light of their own. The contest is
supposed to have occurred at the place afterwards known as Battle
Bridge in the north of London. Boadicea in despair poisoned her-
self, and the insurgent tribes one after another submitted. Their
chains were rivetted on the Britons more securely than ever ; and
the severity with which Suctonius treated them provoked several
unavailing insurrections. But the jealousy of the Emperor Nero
led to the speedy recall of Suetonius; and under the succeeding
governors, Turpilianus, Trebellius, and Bolanus the Roman rule was
comparatively mild, as it was, on the one hand, the policy of the
Romans to punish all insubordination with ruthless severity, on the
other, they did not wish to excite rebellion.

" On the assumption of the purple by Vespasian, who had at one
time been a general in Britain, in A.D. 69, the Roman aggressions
were renewed ; Petilius Cerealis subdued the Brigantes, A.D. 71, and
his successor, Julius Frontinus reduced the Silures, 75-78. Vespasian
superseded the latter by the father-in-law of the great Roman his-
torian Tacitus, Cneeus Julius Agricola, who administered the Roman
part of the island from A.D. 78-85. After a second time reducing
the isle of Anglesey, Agricola in 81 drew a chain of forts to form the
Roman frontier between the firths of Forth and Clyde;
and in 84 he advanced beyond this frontier and carried
his eagles to the foot of the Grampians, where he totally
defeated the Caledonian prince Galgacus, notwithstanding the remark-
. able bravery of the northern warriors.

When on the coast of Scotland, Agricola was desirous of conquer-
ing Ireland, which he regarded as a medium of communicating with
Spain and as a position for overawing Britain ; but, though informed
by an exile Irish chief that the island might be conquered by one
legion, 6,000 men, and a few auxiliaries, he did not carry out his
designs in that direction. After his fleet had circumnavigated the
island, Agricola returned to the southern portion, and devoted himself
to rendering the island permanently attached to Rome, wise Adminis-
by introducing the manners and customs of the capital.* tration follow-
He prevailed on the chieftains to assume the Roman 188 Conquest.
dress and to leave their forest homes and reside near the Roman -
colonies ; he erected for them houses, baths, and temples on the
Roman models, and supplied their children with means of instruction
in the Latin language. By these politic measures the Britons within

Revolt of
Boadicea.

Agricola’s
able Rule.

* The Roman governors of Britain during the conquest were eleven in number ;
namely, Aulus Plautius, A.D. 43-47 ; Ostorius Scapula, A.D. 50-53; Aulus Didius,
A.D. 54-57; Veranius, A.D. 58; Paulinus Suetonius, A.D. 58-62; Petronius
Turpilianus, A.D. 62-63; Trebellius Maximus, A.D. 65-68 ; Vectius Bolanus, A.D.
69-71 ; Petilius Cerealis, A.D. 71~75; Julius Frontinus, A,D. 75-78 ; Cnaeus Julius
Agricola, A.D. 78-84.

D
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the Roman lines were gradually reduced to the condition of servile
provincials ; and the Roman supremacy was unquestioned as far
north as the borders of the Scottish Highlands. But beyond that
frontier the Romans could not push their conquest; and the most
they could do with the Caledonians was to draw walls across the
island to keep them by themselves. For a time a Roman post was
advanced to Loch Ness, and a town was built at Inverness, but the
forces were soon withdrawn ; and the Emperor Hadrian, who, in his
progress through the provinces of the vast Roman empire, visited
Britain in A.D. 121, built a wall from Newcastle to the Solway Firth,
,. some remains of which are now termed the ¢ Picts’ Wall.’

Hadrian's  T'he frontier was advanced so as to include the Scottish

* Lowlands by his successor, the Emperor Antoninus Pius,

whose general, the propraetor Lollius Urbicus, in A.D. 140, built a new
rampart along the line of Agricola’s forts, between the Firths of Forth
and Clyde, to which he gave the name of Antonine’s Wall, and the
remains of which are now called Graham’s Dyke. It was found,
however, difficult to maintain this advanced frontier against the Cale-
donians. To strike terror into the latter, the Emperor L. Septimius
Severus, who succeeded to the purple in A.D. 193, forced his way to
the north of the island ; but his loss,—50,000 men,—was

Severusil 5o great that he abandoned the northérn portion of the

°  province and caused Hadrian’s Wall to be repaired as
the frontier, A.D. 209. Severus died shortly after his return from the
north, at Eboracum, York ; his son, Caracalla, before leaving York for
Rome, concluded a peace with the Caledonians; and thenceforward
Hadrian’s Wall, 12 feet high, 8 feet thick, and 68 miles long, was
regarded as the limit of the Roman province in the north.

In AD. 197, early in the reign of Severus, Roman Britain was
divided into two provinces, Upper Britain, ¢ Britannia Superior,” and
Lower Britain, ¢ Britannia Inferior’; and about a century later into
four provinces, viz., First Britain, ¢ Britannia Prima,’ the part south of
the Severn and Thames ; Second Britain, ¢ Britannia Secunda,’ all west
of the Severn and the Dee ; Flavian Cesariense, ¢ Flavia Casariensis,
the part from the Humber to the Thames, excepting Wales; and
Greatest Caxsariense, ‘Maxima Caesariensis,’ the part north of the
mouth of the Humber and the Mersey. In A.D. 369, the part north
of the Wall of Severus, from the Tyne and Eden to the Forth and
Clyde, was added as a fifth province under the name of ¢Valentia,’
and later the name of ‘ Vespasiana’ was applied to a tract north of
Valentia. Before the subdivision, the country had been administered
by an officer who had held the nominally highest office, the Consul-
ship, and who was assisted by a Quzestor, or collector of taxes. After
the subdivision the consular legate was superseded by a Vicar,
‘vicarius,” who resided at Eboracum, York ; and each of the provinces
had a deputy-governor. The Vicar and his deputies, who held their

Division ana comumissions direct from the Emperor, were prohibited
Method of Ad- from intermarrying with the Britons, or acquiring any
ministration. property among them. As the residence of the Vicar,
York was the most important city ; and next to it was Londinium,
London. There were thirty-three other Roman towns °civitates)
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nine of which were colonies—communities of veteran legionaries, who
had been rewarded for their courage and fidelity by grants of the
conquered land, and who formed so many bulwarks of the empire.
From the time of the Punic Wars downwards, military colonies of this
kind had been a great source of the Roman strength.” These colonies
possessed the rights of Roman citizenship—that is, any one of the
colonists had the right of voting in the popular assemblies if he went
to Rome, was eligible to all public offices, had the right of appeal to
the Assembly, or even “to Casar,” from any sentence involving loss
of life, personal freedom, or political or social privileges, and had the
right of contracting a lawful marriage, and the right of acquiring,

ROMAN WALLS IN BRITAIN.

transferring, or holding property of all kinds according to the Roman
laws. Twelve of the towns were designated ¢ Municipia,” administer-
ing their own internal affairs, and had the “Roman citizenship” in
various degrees. Two of these, York and St. Albans,

were especially favoured, and put practically on a level cwﬁgi“%&’fd
with the colonies, while the other ten possessed only the

rights of the “ Latin Name,” the relationship of the members of the
old Latin League to Rome nearly eight centuries before. The
remaining twelve Roman towns were termed Stipendiary, from their
paying an annual tribute, and they every year received a governor,
whereas the colonies and municipia elected their own magistrates.
The chief coast establishments of the Romans were at Portus Dubris,
now Dover, and Rutupiz, now Richborough, near Sandwich. The
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terminations ‘“chester’ and “caster’ in the names of towns, as Man-
chester, Colchester, are from the Latin ¢ castra,’ camp.

Four great roads—called ‘strata,” whence our ‘street’—were made
to open up easy communication throughout the province :—¢Watling
Street,’ from Richiborough through London to Caernarvon;
‘Ikenild or Icknield Street’ from St. David’s through
Birmingham, Derby, and" York to Tynemouth ; ‘Jrmin or Ermine
Street, from St. David’s to Southampton, and the ¢ Fosse,’ from Corn-
wall to Lincoln. While the Romans thus brought the province into
a high state of commercial and agricultural prosperity, they adorned
their cities in imitation of Rome, and carried with them all the
civilization of the capital. Thus public baths, various temples, and
many villas were constructed, remains of which are frequently dug

Roman up. A great temple of Diana,—the huntress-goddess,—

Temples in ¢ chaste and fair’ was erected on the spot where the

Bitain.  metropolitan cathedral, St. Paul’s, now stands, which was
even then a sacred spot of great antiquity; and a temple was reared
to her twin brother, Apollo, on the site now occupied by Westminster
Abbey. At this period, before the conversion of the Emperor Con-
stantine the Great, A.D. 312, paganism—the worship of the twelve
greater gods—Jupiter, Neptune, Apollo, Mercury, Vulcan, Mars, Juno,
Minerva, Vesta, Diana, Ceres, Venus—of deified heroes, rural gods,
personified moral qualities, as Faith, Modesty, etc., the local deities,
etc.,—was the State religion of the Roman empire. But Christianity
was introduced in the second century at the latest; and British
bishops, Eborius of York, Restitutus of London, and Adelphius of
Richborough, sat in the Council of Arles, which condemned the heresy
of the Donatists, 314, while the Bible was translated into the British
or Gaelic tongue. Pelagius, the founder of Pelagianism and opponent
of St. Augustine, in the beginning of the fifth century, was a Briton,
and Ireland produced his greatest disciple, Ccelestius. The derivation
of the word “church?” itself, ‘kirk,’ Teutonic ¢kirche,’ from the
Greek ‘kuriakon,”” ‘Lord’s house, and the fact that most of our
ecclesiastical terms, including ‘ecclesiastical’ itself, are of Greek
origin, evidently indicate that Christianity was first introduced into
England by missionaries from the Eastern, or Greek, and not from the
Western, or Roman Church. This theory is affirmed by the traditions
of the English Church, and by the Eastern method of keeping Easter
in the Anglo-Saxon Church, which differed widely from the Roman
usage. The Roman geographers and historians do not give us very
accurate ideas of Britain, or of the events that occurred there; nor
can we rely upon them for the events of the period. Thus we do not
know exactly when, or by whom, Christianity was introduced into the
island ; though we are told that one of the British sovereigns, called

Mns, who began to reign A.D. 179, was “the first
R (I,:'gecor ,Ch@}r‘n king of Britain, and in the world.” Upwards
Christianity.“of one hundred years after, we find the persecution set
on foot by-Piocletian against the Christians extending to this island ;
and in A.D. 303, St. Alban,—wlo visited Rome, and served in the
Roman army—under Diocletian,—became the first martyr, and was
canonized——

—

Roman Roads.
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ABORIGINES OF BRITAIN,

. ;
Among the signs of the decay of the Roman empire was the appear-
ance, on its various frontiers, of barbarian assailants. In Britain the
lines of forts in the north of the Roman province had afforded,
generaily, protection against the Caledonians; but the island was,
towards the close of the third century, attacked from a new quarter.
The ‘Franks’ and ‘Saxons,” two barbarous peoples, which held the
north-west of Europe, from the mouth of the Rhine to the Cimbrian
Chersonese—now ¢ Jutland —swept, with their piratical craft, the
North Sea, and made descents upon Gaul, France, and Britain. So
rapidly did these become formidable that the Emperor Diocletian,
about A.D. 300, created a new officer, the ¢ Count of theNew Barbarian
Saxon Coast,” to organize a system of defence against Nations in
their incursions ; and this officer was invested with the L
command of all the Roman forces from the mouth of the Humber



38 BRITAIN UNDER THE ROMANS.

to Land’s End. The first two who were raised to this dignity,—
Carausius in 286, and Allectus in 293,—proclaimed themselves em- |
perors ; but after the reduction of the latter by the Emperor Con-
stantius I. Chlorus, the central imperial authority was again recognised
in Britain. During the reign of this Emperor the northern frontier
was harassed by the Picts and Scots. It is most probable that
“ Picts ” is simply another name—from their custom of painting their
bodies—for the chief tribe of the aboriginal inhabitants of the North,
the Caledonians, of whom we hear no more in the chroniclers, though
their emigration or extermination is not mentioned : while the Scots
were composed of some fierce tribes which had crossed the North
Channel from Ireland. After the death of Constantius I. Chlorus, at
Eboracum, York, in 306, his son Constantine I., afterwards called the
Great, assumed the title of “ Caesar,” or that of the second imperial
person in the State, and afterwards shared with Galerius and Licinius
the title of Emperor, and eventually became sole Emperor: Constan-
tine is believed to have had some British blood by his mother Helena;
but he never honoured the island with his residence, nor was Britain
ever afterwards the seat of the Roman Court.

The ravages of the Picts and Scots were resumed. Notwithstand-
ing the decay of Rome, the invaders were repulsed for half a century,
till the reign of Valentinian 1., when, in 368, they actually advanced
to London, while the Franks and Saxons renewed their devastations ;
they were repulsed by his son Theodosius, afterwards the Great, who,
when himself Emperor, overthrew at Aquileia, in the north-east of

FR Italy, in 388, a Briton, Maximus, who, after several suc-

and Scots, cesses as Roman commander in Britain against the Picts

and Scots, had proclaimed himself Emperor and es-
tablished his court at Augusta Trevirorum, now Treves. The failure
of the designs of Maximus, who had planted a large colony of British
warriors in Armoric Gaul, now Brittany, and in whose cause so many
The Romans f€ll at Aquileia, increased the misfortunes of Britain;
attacked the natives had under the Roman rule become unfitted
inGaul. to defend themselves, and when the Roman legions were
absent the massacres and devastations of the invaders were unre-
strained. The great invasions of the barbarians, under which the
western half of the Roman empire eventually fell to pieces, had
become so important that the legionaries could not be spared to
defend Britain., Stilichio, the celebrated Vandal general of Theodosius
the Great and of the timid and indolent Honorius, gave temporary
relief to the island in 396. Again the legionaries had to be withdrawn
to meet the Vandals and Goths ; and the despairing cities of Britain
rose in revolt and established thirty independent republics. The
Emperor Honorius accorded his sanction to the new arrangement,
409. Nine years later, 418, the legionaries were sent to Britain to
repel the Picts and Scots: and after repairing the forts they were
finally withdrawn.

The enervated Britons, despite some successes, were unable to

Misery ana drive back the barbarians, who continually made de-
Misfortunes of scents on the coast. Under the leadership of a bishop

the Britons. who had been sent to refute Pelagius’s doctrines, St. Ger-
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e

VIEW OF ROME,

main of Auxerre in the department of Yonne in central France, they
gained the “Hallelujah Victory,” so named from the British battle-
cry, over the Picts and Scots in 429. But the success was transient.
Their republics had rapidly passed into monarchies or tyrannies ; and
the cities engaged in internecine war, while the barbarians swept.
the land. From these commotions, about 425, a federal monarchy
was established under Vortigern, or Gwerthegen, an ambitious and
unscrupulous prince, in the south of Britain ; but another federation
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was formed under Ambrosius, who is said to have been the son of.
a Roman consul ; and the intestine war continued.

Such were the calamities of the Britons that in 446 they forwarded
a piteous appeal, called “ The Groans of the Britons,” to the great
“ Patrician,” or peer of the first rank, Aetius, who was then at the
head of the Roman forces in Gaul. The tenour of this epistle was in
conformity to its superscription : “The barbarians,” say the unhappy
writers, “on the one band chase us into the sea; the sea, on the
other, throws us back upon the barbarians ; and we have only the
hard choice left us, of perishing by the sword or by the waves.”
Aetius was desirous of assisting them; but all the legionaries were
required to meet Attila, the “ Scourge of God,” who, at the head of
his hordes of barbarous Huns, was then desolating the western
Roman provinces. !

Vortigern now summoned a council of the chiefs of the various
cities ; and, the Roman dominion being at an end, persuaded them
to establish a connection in another quarter.

RUNIC MEMORIAL.



CHAPTER IIL

The Beptarchy, and the Anglo-Saron Ringhom
to Qlfred the Gieat,

(A.D, 449—901.)

The Britons purchase the Alliance of Hengist and Horsa, the Jutes,”A.D. 449:

the Teutonic Invasion. Characteristics of the Saxons, Angles, and Jutes.
The seven Kingdoms called the Heptarchy—Kent, 450; Sussex, 477 ; Wessex,
495 ; Essex, g527; East Anglia, 570; Northumbria, 617; Mercia, 625.
Character of the German Invasion : Kingdoms of the Britons. Occasional
Union under a Bretwalda, etc. Extinction of the Heptarchy by Wars—Ina's
Successes : Progress of Mercia: the Anglo-Saxon Kingdom founded by
Egbert, 827-836: State of Scotland and Ireland. Second Introdunction of
Christianity, 597. Depredations of the Vikings : Ethelwulf, 836-836 : Athel-
stane’s Viceroy : Ethelwulf's Deposition : Ethelbald, 856-860, and Ethelbert,
856-866: Ethelred 1., 866-871: Great Invasion of the Norsemen, 871 :
Guthrum seizes East Anglia, Alfred the Great, 871, Oct. 26, gor: his
Education: the Danish Conquests : Alfred’s Naval Victory in the Channel,
875 : his Camp surprised : his Flight. Peace purchased from Guthrum, 876 :
Second Flight cf Alfred : his Camp at Athelney, his Victory: Peace with
the Danes, 880o. Danish Invasion under Hastings, 893. Alfred's Literary
Acquirements : his Patronage of Lcarning and Commerce: his Code: his
Death. Anglo-Saxon Institutions—Frank-Pledge, Vassalage, Compensation.
Extension of Frank-Pledge and Vassalage. Classes of Property and of

Persons. ‘Thanes, Ceorls, Theowas. Privileges of the King. The Witena-
A
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gemot, and Provincial Governors. The Law Courts—Sac, Hall-mot, Folk-
mot, Shire-mot, King's-Council. Compurgators—]Jury. The Ordeal. The
Clergy. Agriculture: Trade : the Arts: Social Condition.
AT the time when the council summoned by Vortigern assembled,
449, two Teutonic chieftains, Hengist and Horsa, with about
1,500 ‘followers, happened to be off the British southern coast on
Hengist ana Doard three galleys. Vortigern and his vassals, quickened
Horsa Dby the rumour that another inroad of the Scots and Picts

Summoned. was about to be made, entered into a treaty with Hengist
and Horsa, the stipulations being that the Saxons should give their
aid in repelling all enemies in return for the cession of the fertile isle
of Thanet, which was to be their residence. To purchase the alien
defenders was a confession of their own utter helplessness ; and it
is not surprising that the new defenders of the Britons soon became
their masters, passing from the condition of temporary mercenaries
to that of permanent conquerors. The success of each body tempted
others to follow : and in the course of a century and a half seven
great settlements are recorded, forming the seven kingdoms called
from their number the Saxon Heptarchy—from émrd, seven, and dpx),
kingdom.

The invaders, from whose incursions the British coasts had long
suffered and who now arrived in large bodies, from the coast tracts
between Jutland and the mouth of the Rhine, belonged to the Low
German (or coast, as distinct froom High German or interior) branch
of the Teutonic family, and consisted of three principal tribes—the
Saxons in Mecklenburg, Hanover, and Holland, the Angles, in
Schleswig and Holstein, and the Jutes, a branch of the Goths, in
Jutland and the mainland of Denmark.

The German invaders were robust and tall, and distinguished by
their fair complexions, light hair, and blue eyes. They were socially
divided into four classes—the nobles, freemen, freedmen, and slaves :
and the nobles held all political power, one of their number being
clected in time of war to act as dictator or king. Despite the great
ferocity of these barbarians, the family relations were carefully ob-
served and the honour of their wives particularly defended. Their
Religion of the religion was polytheistic, the worship of the heavenly
Saxon Nations, Podies and deified heroes, and occasionally involved the

offering of human victims. Their chief religious festivals
were in February, September, and November ; and on the 25th of
December the Geol, or Jule, the beginning of their year, was cele-
brated with great conviviality and with devotional rites. Magic and
astrology were cultivated, and a firm belief in lucky and unlucky days
and in omens prevailed. Religion rather ministered to than checked
their natural ferocity : for one of their main tenets was, that in the
hall of Woden the spirits of the brave would drink ale from goblets
formed of the skulls of their slain foes.

The first Teutonic Settlement in Britain was that of the Jutes, under
Hengist and Horsa. According to the native British legend, which
seems to have been invented to excuse the weak resistance of the
Britons, Vortigern, despite the prophecies of the magician Merlin,
ceded to Hengist all Kent for the hand of his daughter -Rowena ;
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but Vortigern’s son Vortimer, aided by Vortigern’s ‘rival Aurelius
Ambrosius, rebelled, and expelled Hengist, upon which Rowena
caused Vortimer to be poisoned. Hengist was now restored, but the
discontent of the natives was excited by the large reinforcements
that were being constantly brought over from Germany ; e Jutes:
and, to appease this, Hengist invited a conference of Massacre of
chieftains at Stonehenge. Here he gave a banquet, and British Chiefs.
the British chiefs, who came, unarmed, to the number of 300, were
all massacred, except Vortigern. However this may have been, it
is certain that hostilities early broke out between the Britons and
their German defenders. Horsa is said to have perished in battle at
Aylesford in 455 ; but in 457, by a battle at Crayford, the possession
of Kent passed to Hengist, who reigned for 40 years, and transmitted
his authority to his son Eric, surnamed Asc, ‘ash-tree,” who reigned
24 years, and from whom the succeeding kings of Kent pgongigt
were called Zscings, ‘sons of the ash.” -Of the Kentish and the
kings, Ethelbert, who succecded in 568, is the best known ; ZEscings.
he was the first of the Teutonic kings who promulgated a code of
written laws ; and he cultivated intercourse with the Continent, and
supported the spread of Christianity.

The second Teutonic Settlement was that of the Saxons, under
Ella and his three sons, who landed in Sussex in 477, and in 490
captured the castle of Pevensey, when Ella assumed the title of king
of the ‘South-Saxons,” or ‘Sussex’ (to which Surrey was afterwards
added), his capital being Chichester, named after his son and suc-
cessor Cissa. i

The third Teutonic Settlement was that of the Saxons, under the
formidable Cerdic and his son Cynric in 493, in Hampshire ; they
were reinforced in 514 by Jutes under Cerdic’s nephews
Stuf and Wightgar, to whom Cerdic afterwards assigned Tograo® of
the Isle of Wight. After a great victory over the natives
at Charford in 519, Cerdic assumed the title of king of the ‘West
Saxons’ or ‘Wessex.” He extended his dominion into Bucks, and
his son conquered Somersetshire, Wiltshire, and Oxfordshire, and
established his capital at Winchester. The greatest of the native
princes in the resistance to Cerdic was the legendary Arthur, king
of the Silures, with his “Knights of the Round Table.” According
to tradition he was murdered by his nephew Modred, and buried in
Glastonbury Abbey, where his tomb was shown by the monks to
Henry 11.

The fourth Teutonic Settlement was that of the Saxons in 527,
under a king AEscevine or Erkenwin, who founded the kingdom
of the ‘East-Saxons, or ‘Essex’ including Middlesex. On the
marriage of Ascevine’s son Sleda with the daughter of king Ethelbert
of Kent, about 570, the kingdom was united to that of Ethelbert.

The fifth Teutonic Settlement was that of the Angles, about 570,
under Uffa, who founded the kingdom of ‘East Anglia,” comprising
Cambridge, the Isle of Ely, Norfolk, the ‘North-folk) and Suffolk,
the ¢ South-folk.

The sixth Teutonic Settlement was that of the Angles, who in 547
attacked in two bodies the country between the Humber and the
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The Angles Forth. The leader of the one, Ella, conquered the British

onthe  State Deira, Deifyr, which possessed the country between
East Coast. the Humber and the Tyne ; while the leader of the other,
Ida, conquered the British State Bernicia, or Berneich, which held the
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tract between the Tyne and the Forth. Hostilities broke out between
the two Anglian communities ; but after some years peace was con-
cluded, and they were united into the kingdom of °Northumbria,
under Ella’s son Edwin, in 617.

AN ANGLO-SAXON CHIEF AND HIS WARRIORS.
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The seventh Teutonic Settlement was that of the Angles from
Bernicia and Deira under Crida, and afterwards under the fierce
Penda, about 625, who conquered a midland tract, to which the
name of the kingdom of ‘Mercia,’ or the March, as being the border-
land west of East Anglia and Deira, was given. The Mercians
eventually extended their power over all the midland counties.

Amongst modern historians, the best Anglo-Saxon scholars, in-
cluding Palgrave, Lappenberg, and Kemble, consider that the history
of the Anglo-Saxons does not become authentic until after the intro-
duction of Christianity, and look upon Hengist and Horsa as mythical
personages.

The character of the Germanic invasion differed materially from
the Roman conquest, though neither extended beyond the Forth and
Clyde. The Romans allowed the natives to remain as a subject
population in the conquered territory, whereas the Germans took ex-
clusive possession of the whole of the land over which they extended
their power, and expelled from it most of the Britons, who were
driven into the western parts of the island and especially . pions
. into Wales, while others emigrated to Armoric Gaul, the driven away,
north-west of France, which thence received the name _ 1ot
of Brittany ; and those that remained in the Saxon parts StPJu88%ec
were made slaves. The population was thus totally changed in a
large part of the country; and within these limits the British tongue
was extinguished. The name of the conquerors was given to the
country,—Angleland, or England, ‘land of the Angles,—and later the
name of Anglo-Saxons, ‘Saxons of England’ was applied to the
whole of the immigrants when the Saxons of Wessex became pre-
dominant. The seven Teutonic kingdoms, Wessex, Sussex, Kent,
Essecx, East Anglia, Mercia, and Northumbria, the Saxon Heptarchy,
occupied the south, cast, and middle of England. The west remained
in possession of the Britons, who formed five kingdoms, Damnonia
or West Wales (Cornwall and Devonshire), Cambria (Wales), Cum-
bria (Cumberland, Westmoreland, Lancashire, and part of Yorkshire),
Reged (Dumfries, Kirkcudbright, Wigton, and Ayr), and Strathclyde
(Dumbarton, Renfrew, and part of Lanarkshire), with Dumbarton,
‘Alclyde, as capital. Occasionally the British kingdoms formed a
federation, under a ruler called Pendragon. North of the Forth the
Picts, or aboriginal Caledonians, still dwelt, under a g1t of
king ; while the western Highlands were held by the Scotland and
Scots, or Dalriads, who, since their immigration from Ireland.
Ireland, had been ruled by the dynasty of Fergus, their leader. The
whole of Britain was thus divided into fourteen petty kingdoms.
Similar divisions prevailed in the sister island, Ireland ; though it was,
m the early centuries of the Christian era, while Britain was com-
paratively barbarous, a great seat of learning and religion, the “Island
of the Saints,” and it sent forth scholars and priests to impart the
light of civilization to the rest of western Europe. ¢

The hostility of the Britons and the Picts and Scots compelled
the several Teutonic kingdoms frequently to form a union, of all or
the majority, for purposes of mutual defence, the chieftain who was
recognised as the common king being designated the Bretwalda,’
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which has been interpreted by some historians as probably meaning
“ruler of the Britons.” Frequent conflicts, however, occurred between
these kingdoms of this aggressive race, and the dignity of Bretwalda
was doubtless frequently an incentive to encroachments on the part
of the most powerful chieftain. The office of Bretwalda, like that of
the monarchy in each of the seven kingdoms, seems to have been
elective, but it was of course conferred on the ruler of the leading
kingdom. The first was Ella of Sussex; the second, Cerdic’s grand-
suprome or O™ Ceawlin of Wessex; and the third, Ethelbert of
leaﬁng Chier, 1<€nt, in whose reign Christianity was introduced among
the Saxons; the fourth, Redwald of East Anglia, who,
about 617, restored Ella’s son Edwin to Northumbria, from which
he had been driven by a usurper, Adefrid; the fifth, Edwin of
Northumbria ; the sixth Oswald of Northumbria in 634 ; the seventh,
Oswy of Northumbria in 656; and the eighth and last, Egbert of
Wessex, under whom the Saxon Heptarchy became one kingdom,
in 827
From frequent warfare against each other, and the gradual ex-.
tinction of the original royal families of Kent, East Anglia, and
Northumbria, there had been by this time effected a complete change
in the relations of the seven Teutonic kingdoms in England. Ina
of Wessex subdued Kent, obliged Essex and Sussex to recognise his
supremacy, and obtained several successes over the Mercians and
" the Britons of Cornwall; and he increased the prosperity of his |
kingdom by publishing a code of sixteen laws for regulating the
administration of justice, fixing compensation for crimes, and limiting
the hereditary feuds of families. His religious zeal led to his found-
ing several religious establishments ; and on his voluntary abdication,
after a reign of thirty-seven years, he went with his queen Ethelberg
to Rome, where he founded a Saxon college, and to him some have
attributed the institution of “Peter’s Pence,” at first called “ Rome-
scot,” for the support of this college. Afterwards Wessex became
Fouds and & Prey to foreign aggression and civil discord, till the
Conquests; accession of Egbert, who, having been exiled in his youth,
Egbert.  had found a refuge in the camp of the celebrated
Frankish Emperor of the West, Charlemagne. On his return and
accession, Egbert put in practice the lessons he had learned in
Charlemagne’s army, and soon restored her former glory and power
to Wessex. While Wessex had again swallowed up Sussex and its
dependencies, ﬁlercia had obtained Kent, Essex, and Ii:)aSt ﬁnglia.
The Heptarchy had thus become a triarchy—Mercia,
Thgegoggg.rghy Wessex,Pand )i\lorthumbria. Of the three kingdoms,
Triarchy.  Mercia had attained to the greatest power: the am-
bitious Ethelbald, 716755, ecven reduced a part of Wessex; and in
736 Ethelbald proudly designated himself “King of England”; and
his successor Offa, 755-796, actually entered into a treaty of alliance
with Charlemagne. But shortly afterwards the kingdom declined,
and when the king Beornwulf, in 823, invaded Wessex, he was not
only repulsed by Egbert, but the latter invaded Mercia and detached
from it Kent and Sussex; and Beornwulf’s power reccived a fatal
blow immediately afterwards by the revolt of East Anglia to Egbert.
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Beornwulf was allowed to retain his kingdom on condition of becom-
ing tributary to Egbert, a position which was soon after accepted by
the ruler of Northumbria, 827, and Egbert was crowned at Winchester
as King of the Saxons. Nearly thirty years subsequently, in 853,
Kenneth of the Scots added the kingdom of the Picts to his own, by
a great victory, according to the chroniclers. Britain was now, there-
fore, divided between three powers—the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of
Egbert, the east, middle, and south of England ; the principalities of
the Britons, west of England ; and Scotland. About the same time a
great change took place in Ireland. Large bodies of Scandinavians
made frequent descents on the coast, and finally effected a permanent
settlement ; they became one of the most powerful races in Ireland,
and were called Ostmen, or Eastmen, and a portion of the present
mixed race of Ireland is descended fromesthem.

Egbert, by the vigour of his personal character and his success as
a warrior, absorbed into his own dominion the Saxon kingdoms of
Kent and Essex, as his predecessor Ceadwalla subdued and annexed
Sussex, and established a controlling influence over Mercia, East
Anglia, and Northumbria ; but the latter were, in respect of internal
government, independent. Egbert was not, as our school histories
tell us he was, the first king of England, that is, the sole king ; but
he was the most powerful of the Saxon kings, and as such chosen
Bretwalda, or chief king, who, in case of the union of the kingdoms
against a common enemy, would act as leader.

The history of the gradual fusion of the Heptarchy, or of the
Octarchy, which some modern historians prefer to speak of—for
Northumbria had been divided into Deira and Bernicia, and there
were still contentions and rival claimants—is a tangled thread. The
fact remains that Wessex was the most powerful of all the Saxon
kingdoms, and that its king, Egbert, a direct descendant of Cerdic—
who, in 495, landed on the Hampshire coast, near the mouth of the
Avon, and was the first king of Wessex—exercised an authority
greater than that possessed by any of his predecessors. Egbert
moulded his policy on that of Charlemagne, the great warrior-king
of the Franks.

A considerable change had taken place among the Teutonic settlers,
from the introduction of Christianity, which was effected by Pope
Gregory the Great. When Gregory was one day passing through the
market-place at Rome, before he had become Pope, he saw three
Anglian youths exposed for sale as slaves. He was impressed by their
tall figures and fair complexions, and asked from what country they
came. On being told that they were Angles, he remarked, “ Nay,
rather angels, if they were only Christians” ; and when, on asking
their province, he was told that they came from Deira (Deifyr), he
said, “De ira” (the Latin for “ From angei”); “yes, they are called
from God’s anger to His mercy.” He asked the name |, o A
of their king; he was told that it was Ella, on which geq Angeﬁ'n’
he exclaimed, “Allelujah ! God’s praises must be sung
in their country.” Gregory was himself desirous of proceeding on
a mission to Britain, but his presence in Rome was required by the
ecclesiastical authorities. On becoming Pope, he despatched a body
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of forty missionaries under a Roman monk, Augustine, who landed
in Kent in 597. Ethelbert’s queen, Bertha, was daughter of the
Christian king, Caribert of Paris ; and Augustine was by her influence
received at a conference by Ethelbert, and assigned a residence
in the Isle of Thanet. Shortly afterwards Ethelbert was baptized,
and his example was followed by most of his subjects, and the Jute
kingdom of Kent became professedly Christian ; upon which Gregory
created Augustine the first Archbishop of Canterbury and primate
of all Britain, to which dignity he was consecrated at Arles in France
in 597. Itis probable that the Teutons in Britain had already some
acquaintance with the docrines of Christianity through their British
bondsmen, Christianity having been introduced during the Roman
occupation ; but little influence had been obtained over the Teutonic
Augustino first heathens till the zeal of Bertha seconded the efforts of

rehbishop  Augustine, and the ministers of Christianity were till then
of Canterbwry. rorarded as magicians, so that when Ethelbert first re-
ceived the missionaries, he sat under an oak, the sacred tree, in the
open air, and every precaution was taken against the missionaries’
exercising their spells and incantations. Ethelbert’s nephew, king
Sebert of Essex, who is said to have founded the University of
Cambridge in 644, was shortly after converted by the missionary
Mellitus, whom he made the first Bishop of London, and for whom
he built St. Paul’s Cathedral, on the venerable site on which Diana’s
temple had been erected by the Romans; and at the same time the
church of St. Peter was built upon the site of the temple of Apollo,
on the spot where Westminster Abbey now stands, which was then an
islet, Thorney Island, formed by the Thames and a small branch.
After the death of these two princes the old religion of Woden re-
gained for a time its superiority. Ethelbert’s daughter, Ethelburga,
married King Edwin, of Northumbria, and procured his conversion by
a bishop, Paulinus, in 627. On the spot on which Edwin was baptized,
a cathedral was raised to St. Peter, and became the seat of the
Archbishop of York, whence Christianity was disseminated throughout
the north of England. On the death of Edwin in an insurrection of

Spread of his nobles, Christianity was abjured; but when Oswald

Christianity restored the authority of the Crown, in 634, he invited

in England. ; pishop from Icolmkill, or Iona, then a great ecclesiastical
seat, and Christianity again supplanted idolatry, and from that time
made steady progress throughout the island, so that, ere the seven
kingdoms had been united under Egbert, the Anglo-Saxons of the
plains, as well as the Britons of the hills, were professed Christians ;
and the Papal See derived a considerable revenue from  Peter's
Pence,” which was, according to some, first instituted by Offa of
Mercia, to atone for the murder of Ethelbert of East Anglia, in 792,
according to others by Ina, and was named from being collected
on St. Peter's Day.

The conquest of the Britons of Denbigh and Anglesey completed
Egbert’s kingdom; and his territory now embraced the whole of
England proper, with portions of Wales and of the Scottish Lowlands.
But he was not permitted long to enjoy his conquests, for a new
enemy, of -kindred race with the Angles and Sasons, appeared to



T,

IVED BY KING ETHELBER

E RECE.

T, AUGUSTIN

S



50 FROM THE HEPTARCHY TO ALFREDS DEATH.

harass the British coasts. These were the Norsemen, Northmen, or
The Norsemen SCandinavians, the name of Scandinavia being then
or Danes. applied to the countries now known as Norway,
Sweden, and Denmark. Scandinavia was divided into a

number of principalities, each under a petty king. In the rugged
valleys of the interior ruled the ¢ Fylkar’ kings, or kings of peoples.
The islands on the coast were held by the ¢ Naes’ kings, the word
Naes, whence ¢ Ness, signifying in the northern tongue a headland.
The deep bays and fiords gave shelter to the ships of the pirate kings.

The land kings themselves not unfrequently resorted to piracy as
an amusement for the summer months, or as a means of increasing
their resources, attacking one another’s dominions with the greatest
ferocity. “The victors of one day were the victims of the next; and
lie who was consigning without pity the women'and children of other
families to the grave or to famine, must have often found on his return
but the ashes of his paternal habitation, and the corpses of those he
loved.” So prevalent and absorbing was this piratical instinct, that in
Iceland and elsewhere, wealthy parents would insist on having their
treasures buried with them, in order that their sons, having no in-
heritance, might be compelled to associate themselves with the Sea-
Kings.

The Norsemen carried the law of primogeniture to such an extreme
that younger sons had no share whatsoever in their father’s patrimony,
except such an allowance as enabled them to sally forth to find sub-
sistence elsewhere. Hence hordes of pirates issued from the North,
well supplied with arms, and ships to collect booty from any quarter.
These professional pirates took the name of Vikings, or Vickings,
being called ¢Sea-kings, and their galleys, bearing the standard of
a black raven on a blood-red field, had already appeared on every
coast of the Baltic and the North Sea. With the worship of Woden
they retained all its original ferocity ; and the towns that they visited
were not only razed to the ground, but the inhabitants, old and young,
male and female, were indiscriminately slaughtered. ‘They had landed
in Holy Island in Northumbria as early as 787, and in 794 they
devastated the north of Ireland. Each year they returned in larger
bodies, and they made the British coasts their winter quarters ; but
they received some severe checks from«Egbert, who defeated them
with great slaughter at Charmouth in Dorsetshire in 832, and in 833
at Hengsdown Hill in Cornwall. Egbert was succeeded in 836 by
his son, the’feeble Ethelwulf, 836-856, whose education in a monastery

: had totally unfitted him for defending his kingdom

Btholwull, against the terrible Vikings. Finding the cares of State

* too much for him, he assigned the government of Essex,
Kent, and Sussex to his eldest son, Athelstane ; and on the death of
the latter his second son, Ethelbald, seized and retained the govern-
ment of the western counties, and compelled his father in 856 to

i abdicate. Ethelwulf died in 858, and in 860 Ethelwulf’s

Ethelred 1. third son, Ethelbert, had held a part of the kingdom

during Ethelbald’s reign, and he continued in his position
till his death in 866. From 8so till Ethelbert’s death the kingdom
was torn by intestine quarrels and harassed by the constant descents
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of the Vikings, who were by each success becoming bolder, and
penetrating farther inland. The kingdom was again nominally re-
united under Ethelred I., 866-871, Ethelwulfs fourth son, in 866 ;
but the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms existed now only in name, and the
tributary rulers of the old Teutonic kingdoms were asserting their
independence of the authority of Egbert’s line.*

In 869, Ethelred I. obtained a victory over the Norsemen at Ashton
in Berkshire. But the last year of his short reign, 8§71, was marked
by a great invasion of the Norsemen—20,000 Danes—the greatest
armament that had yet issued from the fiords of Scandinavia. They
landed in autumn on the coast of East Anglia—Norfolk and Suffolk—
where they spent the winter in a fortified camp, collecting horses for
the great campaign, and enlisting bodies of disaffected Northumbrians.
In spring they marched upon York and seized the town. They
reduced the whole country from the Humber to the Tyne,
and advanced upon Nottingham, which they captured. ?,;?,f;g‘;g%:?
Here they were met by the Anglo-Saxon army under
Lthelred I., who was accompanied by his famous brother earl Alfred,
the first that bore that title in this country, and Burrhed the vassal
ruler of Mercia. After sustaining for some time a siege in Notting-
ham, the invaders were obliged to evacuate the town and retire upon
York, where they received reinforcements. Again they crossed the
Humber, and after desolating Lincolnshire advanced into East Anglia,
where they seized and put to death the vassal king, St. Edmund,—
over whose remains a splendid monastery was subsequently erected
at Bury St. Edmund’s in Suffolk,—and they placed one of their own
chieftains, Guthrum, on the throne. Passing into Wessex, they
surprised Reading, which they were preparing to make a fortress and
arsenal when they learned the approach of the Anglo-Saxon army.
The native forces were commanded by Ethelred I. and Alfred, his
younger brother. The Danes were posted on an eminence at /Asces-
dune, or Ashdown, in Berkshire, and were protected by Tl
a thick underwood. The armies met, and a desperate Es%esgu%e.
hand-to-hand encounter ensued. The Danes wavered,
then broke, and retreated in confusion, followed by the victorious
Saxons as far as Reading. But the Norsemen rallied, and within
a fortnight defeated the Anglo-Saxon army at Basing. In a third
battle at Merton, the issue of which was doubtful, Ethelred was
mortally wounded ; he died in a few days.

The majority of the Saxon monarchs were crowned at Kingston,
‘the King’s town,’ on the Thames. The coronation stone on which
the king sat when the crown was placed on his head, is still preserved
in the town as a valuable and interesting relic of the past.

Alfred the Great, 871-901, the grandson of Egbert, and the fifth son

* The words Konung, Kyning, King, Kong, Koenig, and others like them in
the Teutonic languages, denoted every sort of command, from the highest to that
of a very narrow extent. Inan ancient Francic version of the New Testament,
Cornelius, the pious centurion, is styled Konung. 1t would be a gross fallacy to
understand these terms in their modern sense when we meet them in Anglo-Saxon
history.—Sir 7. Mackintosh,
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of Ethelwulf, succeeded his brother Ethelred on the throne of Wessex,
and in the nominal sovereignty of the rest of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom
which Egbert had created. He was then in his twenty-second year,
having been born at Wantage in Berkshire in 849. His moral
training had been carefully attended to by his mother, the pious
Osburga, who also imbued him with a love for learning ; and after-
wards his step-mother, Judith, daughter of King Charles the Bald
of France, bestowed a mother’s care upon him. The idol of both his
parents, he was sent at the age of six to Rome to receive the Pope’s
blessing ; and on that occasion he was crowned as the future king of
England, though the Pope must have been aware of his distance
from the inheritance; and a year or two later the boy-prince accom-
panied his father on a pilgrimage to Rome, if indeed he did not, as
some historians suggest, remain in that city until the arrival of his
father Ethelwulf, who, in 8355, set out on his memorable journey to the
Eternal City. All united in showing honour to the powerful Saxon
monarch who had given such proofs of his devotion to the Church.
He remained in Rome more than a year, and then, after Easter, 856,
Ethelwulf and Alfred, then eight years old, started on the return journey.

This memorable sojourn in the ancient capital of Christendom, the

most famous city of the whole earth, must have made a great im-
Iebied pression on the mind of Alfred, young as he was. “One
Rome,  cannot but feel,” says Mr. Thomas Hughes, “that such
an episode in his young life must have been full of fruit
for him upon whom was so soon to rest the burden of a life-and-death
struggle with the most terrible foes, and of raising a slothful and
stolid nation out of the darkness and exhaustion in which that struggle
had left them.” Dr. Pauli says: “The impressions which at this
period his susceptible spirit received proved indelible ; we recognise
them in later days influencing the Saxon king, who, next to the love
for his own people and their language, which he inherited from his
mother, cherished an affection for those we call classic, and who
steadily endeavoured to cultivate his desire to become familiar with -
them in spite of the greatest obstacles.”

At the age of twenty Alfred took part with his brother Ethelred, as
has been related, in the battle at Ashdown, and two years later in the
engagements at Nottingham, Basing, and Merton. The popular voice
called him to the throne in preference to Ethelred’s two infant sons,
and he immediately devoted himself to delivering the country from
the attacks of the Norsemen, among whom the Danes were now most
prominent in the descents on Britain. But Alfred was unable to make
head against his powerful enemies, and after several defeats he was
His Accession Obliged to conclude a peace by which he renounced his
ata dangerous rights over all but Wessex, in the very year of his ac-

Crisis.  cession. The Danes took advantage of the armistice
with him to reduce Mercia and the portion of Northumbria between
the Tyne and the Forth. Alfred now made an attempt to cope with
the Danes on their own element, the sea, though the Anglo-Saxons
had completely departed from the habits of their ancestors. He built
a small squadron, the foundation of the British Navy, with which he
obtained some successes over the Vikings in the Channel in 875.
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Hitherto the Norsemen had abstained from attack in the winter
months, which had led to the Anglo-Saxons being off their guard
during that period. Guthrum, the Danish king of East Anglia, took
advantage of this, and suddenly advanced upon Chippenham, on the
left bank of the Avon, where Alfred had a villa. The royal villa was
seized, the forces lying in its neighbourhood were dispersed, and
Alfred himself was now reduced to the condition of* a solitary fugitive,
and had to assume various disguises.

William of Malmesbury, in the twelfth century, thus describes the
place of the king’s retreat : “Athelney is not an island of the sea,
but is so inaccessible on account of bogs and the inundations of the

lakes, that it cannot be got to but in a boat. It has a very large
wood of alders, which harbours stags, wild goats, and many beasts of
that kind. The firm land, which is only two acres in breadth, con-
tains a little monastery, and dwellings for monks.”

One of the most interesting relics of that period consists of an
ornament of gold “apparently intended to hang round the neck,” and
now preserved in the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford. On one side
is displayed a female figure holding flowers, with an inscription,
¢ Aelfred me haed gewercan,” Alfred had me wrought. On the reverse
is a flower. This ornament, known as King Alfred’s Jewel, was found
in the island of Athelney. The inscription and border are finished in
a good and artistic style.
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On one occasion the king took refuge in the hut of his own herds-

man ; and the wife of the latter, not recognising Alfred, asked him

to attend to some cakes that were being baked on the

Tgfasé:gs"f hearth. Alfred, meditating on his misfortunes, forgot to

" turn the cakes, and when the housewife observed that

her cakes were burning she scolded him severely ; the king bore her

reproaches meekly, and afterwards, when his dignity was known to
her, expressed his thankfulness for her hospitality.

In the next year, 876, Alfred offered to purchase the retreat of the
Danes by a sum of money; this second peace was sworn to by
Guthrum and his Danes upon their holy ring; but the impolicy of

7t I buying a peace was speedily seen. Guthrum returned
and Guthrum, in a few nights at the head of the Danes, routed Alfred’s
forces, and surprised Exeter. In the next year, 877,
Alfred succeeded in driving them back upon Mercia ; but within a
twelvemonth they returned and carried all before them. Alfred had
again to take refuge in flight in the disguise of a peasant. He escaped
to Somersetshire, which was then covered with morasses and forests.
Here he took up his abode in a small island, Athelney (then ¢/Ethel-
ingay,’ Isle of Nobles), at the point where the waters of the Tone
and the Parret met. Here he gathered round him a band of devoted
warriors, whom he exercised in frequent sallies.

Their spirits were greatly raised by a victory which they gained
near Kynwith Castle in Devon over a new body of Danes. After
this Alfred disguised himself as a harper and penetrated into the
Danish camp near Westbury ; and he was conducted even to the
royal tent of Guthrum. He carefully observed the arrangements of

Victory over the camp, and returned to his island to marshal his men

Guthrum, for a final attempt. His attack was quite unexpected ;

and Peace. and after they had suffered prodigious slaughter the
Danes fled to a neighbouring entrenchment which they had con-
structed. Here they were closely besieged by Alfred, and Guthrum
was at length fain to conclude peace on condition that he should
become a Christian; but East Anglia, Norfolk and Suffolk, was
guaranteed to him, and shortly afterwards a large part of Mercia was
added. The fate which the Teutonic settlers had brought upon the
native Britons had now befallen themselves ; and the Anglo-Saxons
recognised the Danes as the owners of a large part of England, 88o.

Alfred was now able to spend a few years in rebuilding the ruined
cities, arranging the land forces on a new plan—the establishment of a
national militia, under which every freeman was available for military
service, the command being vested in the dukes or heretochs of
counties, equipping a fleet, and drawing up a code of laws. But in
893 he had again to meet a body of invading Danes under their fierce
chieftain Hastings, when the Norsemen settled in England again rose
in arms against the Anglo-Saxons at the sight of the raven standard.
That they were at first but unquiet subjects, appears from the account
of their doings in the history of the Anglo-Saxons. About this time
a large fleet of Danes, under the command of Hastings, that famous
sea-king, arrived in the Thames, and, crossing the country, sought
the alliance of Guthrum, who with his soldiers was following the
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peaceful occupations of husbandry, and the most useful arts of civil-
ized life, when their Northern brethren landed. Hastings, finding
that he could not win Guthrum from his allegiance to Alfred, after
wintering at Fulham, crossed over into Flanders, where he remained
for some time at Ghent. Meantime Alfred continued to
increase his navy, to build ships of a larger size, and of
such forms as were better adapted to ride out the storm,
and to grapple with the enemy on their own element. The Saxon
and Danish ships were constantly coming in contact on the ocean,
and now victory generally declared itself in favour of the former. In
884 another Danish fleet invaded England and besieged Rochester ;
but the citizens valiantly defended the place until Alfred with his
army arrived to relieve them. No sooner did the Saxon king appear,
than the Danes abandoned their fortress, leaving behind the horses
and captives they had brought over from France ; and, hurrying off
with their ships, they again set sail for the coast of Gaul. No sooner
were they driven out of England, than Alfred had to hasten into East
Anglia, where a strong force of Northmen had arrived, and who seemed
determined to force the followers of Guthrum into rebellion. Many
of the Danish settlers preferred their old piratical habits to the more
peaceful mode of life which Alfred had compelled them to adopt, and
readily took down the battle-axe from the smoke-discoloured beam
where it had so peacefully rested, and withdrew the club, bristling
with iron spikes, the “star of the morning,” from its hiding-place, to
join the new comers. The first Danish ships the Saxons attacked,
they either captured or sunk, and the Northmen are said to have
fought so fiercely that every soul on board perished. Another fleet
arrived, and gained some slight advantage over the Saxons ; but in
the end Alfred conquered, and compelled the Danes who occupied
East Anglia again to settle down to their peaceful occupations.
Baffled in his attempt on Kent, Hastings made a sudden attack upon
Essex, but was followed by Alfred’s forces and totally defeated at
Farnham in Surrey. Hastings and the remnant fled to the Isle of
Mersey, and after three years, during which the neighbouring country
was harassed by frequent sallies, left the island. The Norsemen of
Northumbria and East Anglia were severely punished for aiding the
invaders, and Alfred now attained to the zenith of his power. Wessex
and the greater part of Mercia formed his kingdom, the rulers of
Northumbria and East Anglia were tributary, and the princes of the
Britons and the Scottish king formed alliances with him. The re-
mainder of his life was devoted to the arts of peace.
By diligent study Alfred had acquired a knowledge of the Latin
Extentor language about 887, and he now translated the universal
Alfred’s King- history of Orosius (a Spanish presbyter of about 420), the
dom;-his  Tatin “Ecclesiastical History of England,” of Beda (the
Works.  «Venerable Bede,” 2 monk of Jarrow, 672-735), the
“ Consolation of Philosophy,” of the Roman philosopher and states-
man Boethius (500), Pope Gregory’s ‘‘Pastoral Care,” etc. Alfred
himself was a devoted student ; he divided his time into three equal
portions—for sleep and bodily exercise, for business, and for study
and devotion,—and he measured his time by burning candles of equal

Invasion of
Hastings.
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length, within lanterns, to protect them from draughts. He founded
several schools, and urged his people to send the children to them ;
and tradition has connected his name, though doubtfully, with Oxford
University. Literature and learned men were patronised by him in a
remarkable degree. In this reign Anglo-Saxon literature attained its
highest development. The only important works up to that time had
been the poems of Caedmon, a monk of Whitby, who lived about 580 ;
but even before the Saxons took possession of England,
the “Gleeman’s Song,” the “Battle of Finsburgh,” and Apglo-Saxon
perhaps the “Tale of Beowulf,” with other metrical works, L
had been composed in the Saxon tongue ; and about 700 the Vener-
able Bede’s work m Latin. In and shortly after Alfred’s reign,
several Anglo-Saxon works in prose and verse were executed, as the
metrical version of the Psalms, with prose translations of other parts
of the Bible ; and under Alfred the Saxon Chronicle was begun—a
work composed by ecclesiastics and continued under every reign till
1154. Grimbald, a celebrated French scholar ; the Irishman Joannes
Erigena, the most distinguished Greek scholar of his day ; Asser the
biographer, and many other literary men, were entertained at Alfred’s
court. He also encouraged commerce and manufactures, and the
settlement within his territory of skilled foreign workmen ; and he pro-
moted in every way the general prosperity of the kingdom. A legal code
was drawn up under his direction; but several institutions ascribed to
him were the work of preceding or subsequent Anglo-Saxon kings.
Alfred the Great died on the 26th of October, go1, in the 53rd year
of his age, and 29th of his, reign, at Farringdon, in Berkshire. He
was buried in the monastery at Winchester, which he had founded.
In 1642, the Parliamentary troops broke open the tombs and scattered
the ashes of the dead, the great Alfred’s among others.

SAXON PRINCESS.
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Lalvs, aLusfmus, Ingtitutions, efe,, of the
Anglo-Sarons,

ANCIENT CUSTOMS OF THE SAXONS.

HE close of Alfred’s reign forms a suitable point for reviewing

the institutions and customs of the Anglo-Saxons. Among na-
tions only slightly civilized, the laws of the State occupy but an
unimportant position, and are frequently confounded with those of
the family. The most of the Teutonic, or German, institu-
tions rested on three general and very ancient customs,
which are found also among the Celts and among
many nations in the first stage of their development. These are the

System of
Guarantees,
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system of “Guarantees” or “Frank-pledge,” of “ Companionage
and Vassalage,” and “ Compensations” or fines. The first of these,
Guaranteeship, placed under the ‘mund’ or ‘mundbyrd,’—complete
protection,—of the head of the family every one who lived under
his roof, and he was responsible for them. The second custom con-
sisted in warriors choosing their own chieftain (‘ Heretoch, leader of
the ‘army, duke), banding themselves in certain numbers under his
command, following him to war, while they received his protection in
exchange for their services. This was the germ of the subsequent
Feudal System. The third custom was intended to prevent here-
ditary feuds : it consisted in exacting from the offender a certain
number of cattle as compensation, part of which, called ‘were, went
to the injured party or his relatives, and the rest, called ¢ wite,” was
given to his lord or prince; and the amount of compensation was
fixed according to the rank of the person injured, as well as the
gravity of the offence.

Real property, which had formerly been held in common among
the Germans, gradually acquired a new value, and legislation was
required to protect proprietors and enable them to transmit their
possessions. The heads of each family had been individually respon-
sible for all the members of their household, all under ;. .o
their ‘mundbyrd’; this individual responsibility now be- sponsibility.
came collective, to meet the altered circumstances. The H“ndll‘;’iﬂﬂ and
population was divided into ‘Hundreds,” or ‘Wapentakes,” T7*hngs.
and into tenths, or ¢ Tythings,’ the former containing a hundred and
the latter ten families. To these new divisions responsibility was
transferred. If the “compensation” fixed by law could not be paid
by an offender, it was exacted from the tything ; or, if it was too large
for the latter, from the hundred. Every free man above twelve years
of age was enrolled in one of the tythings. In this half-barbarous
society, the rich alone could, by attaching to themselves a body of
dependants, assure their independence and security. Most men who
had no property, or whose property was insufficient to procure these
two advantages, bétook themselyes to the rich, and obtained the
protection they required in exchange for their personal services or for
a rent charge on their lands.

There were three kinds of real property :—(1) that held in per-
petuity, without any obligation towards the donor; (2) that to which
certain conditions were attached by the donor ; and (3) that which
was held on an annual rent. The first kind was called ¢ Bokland,’
from the book or charter by which the title was con- gepjang,
veyed. The second was called ‘Folkland,’ originally Folkland, and
Benefices, and afterwards a ‘Fief’; and the third was Soccage.
said to be held in ‘Soccage’ These three kinds of real property
constituted three classes of persons, those of the first class being
regarded as superior to those of the second, and those of the second
to those of the third. Every man who could not offer a sufficient
¢ Frank-pledge’ by himself was obliged to attach himself as vassal to
a superior, who became responsible for him. The descendants of
those who were distinguished in battle received the title of Noble-
born, ‘Ztheling, from ‘/Ethel,’ noble, and ‘ing,’ son, and usually
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adopted as an honourable distinction the name of their illustrious
ancestry, like the Uffingas, or descendants of Uffa. The whole popu-

e thrce lation. was divided into three classes :—Thanes, Ceorls
Ranks, Thanes,Of churls, and Theowas or Esuas. The Thanes were

Ceorls, and subdivided into the King’s-Thanes, also ealled Ealdor-

Theowas. men or Earls, who served as the cavalry in war ; a lower
class, called the Gesiths or Sitheundmen ; and a third, the ‘Soldiers,’
—*‘Milites’ of Latin writers,—both the Gesiths and the Soldiers being
designated Lesser-Thanes, in contradistinction to the King’s-Thanes,
and their qualification being at least five “hides” of land. Each hide
has been variously estimated at 6o, 8o, or 100 acres. The Ceorls were
chiefly freemen who were engaged in agriculture, and who rented
their land from the Thanes. The richest of the Ceorls, those who
had freeholds or those who had by prescription obtained such rights
over their territory that they could not be evicted, were called Socmen.
The Theowas or Esuas were serfs, and amounted to nearly two-thirds
of the population : most prisoners taken in war and those who were
unable to pay their debts were reduced to this class. The higher
ecclesiastics were regarded as on a level with the King’s-Thanes, and
the lower with the Lesser-Thanes.

Anmong the Teutonic invaders of Britain, as among the other
branches of the race, it was customary to confer the royal title on
members of certain privileged families, and the dignity was only

Royal Rank temporary ; the royal authority eommenced and ended

and with the particular war for the conduct of which it was

Authorlty.  called into existence. But perpetual war tended to make
the dignity life-long ; yet it long continued elective, the individual
being chosen as much for his personal bravery as for his high birth.
The change in appointment was accompanied by a change in the
name : the ‘Heretoch’ was thenceforward designated the King,
Cyning. The name is variously derived. “The position of the
Anglo-Saxon King in his relations with the nobles and the freemen
was a lofty one : and even to modern coneceptions his privileges were
extensive. But there were many stringent and salutary checks upon
a capricious and systematic abuse of power. The power of the king

e in England was never despotic or irresponsible. The

tho People, €lective principle, though generally in abeyance, was

never wholly abandoned. The territorial nobles were
not dependent on the king for their lands, their arms, or their rank :
they were inspired by the love of freedom, and they retained the
habit, as well as the right, of making and administering the laws. In
the Folk-mot of his hundred and the Shire-mmot, or county court, the
freeman possessed his machinery for combination: the pursuits of
agriculture invigorated his physical powers, and both the traditions
of his ancestors and the example of his neighbours fostered in him a
passion for independence.

The notion of territorial title was never involved in the idea of an
Anglo-Saxon king ; he was king of the tribe and people, not of the
land they occupied. Gradually the king became possessed of many
privileges. He had the right of calling out the national levies, the
“posse comitatus,” literally, “force of the county,” all able-bodied
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males who had attained to manhood, for the purposes of attack or
defence. Like all the other freemen, he was a landed proprietor, and
depended for much of his subsistence on the produce of his estates;
but his means as a landowner were very disproportionate to his
station, and the principal part of his expenditure was derived from
(1) free-will offerings, or gifts in kind from his people, which were
gradually converted into settled payments or taxes; (2) customary
aids from the freemen, as at his marriage or that of his ggrees of
children, or on a royal progress, or on a festival at the Royal
court ; and (3) from a portion of the fines inflicted on  Income.
criminals, the king being guardian of the public peace, and from the
forfeited lands of felons, and treasure-trove, the king being the repre-
sentative of the whole State. As sole protector of aliens, he was
probably entitled to a portion of their wealth or service. The king
fixed the tolls on land and water carriage, and regulated all fiscal
matters. He might demand the services of the freemen for receiving
and conducting ambassadors, or foreigners of distinction, from one
royal abode to another ; forage, provisions, or building materials for a
royal residence, were conveyed for him; and accommodation was
due to him, when hunting or fishing, for his hawks, his hounds, and
servants. The great officials, and perhaps even the powerof
members of the Witena-gemot, were appointed by him ; appointing
and as head of the Church he had considerable influence Officials.

in the election of bishops and in the establishment or abolition of
sees. The law assured him a special protection ; and from the time
of the legislator and king Ethelbert, the ‘were,’ or pecuniary com-
pensation due for an outrage on the royal person, was fifteen times
that of a simple thane. The right to entertain a comitatus, or body
of household retainers, became in process of time the source of other
and more extensive attributes of royalty, and in the end established
a new order of nobles, whose origin was in the Crown itself. The
institution of nobles by service was one of the principal causes of
the decline and downfall of the nobles by birth and property, and
therefore of an organic change in the whole system of Anglo-Saxon
polity. By this right, and that of divesting himself of a portion of his
attributes and conferring them on delegates, whose hostility he might
thus conciliate, or whose fidelity he might thus reward, the king was
enabled greatly to augment his power and resources.

Abuse of the royal power was kept in check by the existence of
the Witena-gemot, or assembly of the Witans or wise men. This
body was composed of bishops, abbots, ealdormen, and thanes and
others whose qualifications or numbers are not specified ; nor is it
known whether these sat in virtue of an election or of personal rights,
or by appointment from the king. The most important of the func-
tions of the Witena-gemot was to elect the king, whom they regularly
designated from the same family, having regard to age and capacity.
The Witena-gemot was also the legislative assembly and e Ancient
the supreme tribunal of the country. Its consent was _ English
necessary to the enactment of laws; and cases in which FParliament.
men of great power were involved, were tried at its bar. In the
Witenagemot the Anglo-Saxons possessed the rudiments of a free and
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popular government. It is true, that all who had seats by ancient
use did not, in later times, continue to attend. After the subordination
of the other kingdoms to Wessex, and the rise of a single Witena-
gemot for the whole country, it was scarcely possible for the poot, or
the distant, to be present. As the privilege had been conferred by
no law, disuse gradually abrogated what usage had established. The
preambles of the laws speak of the infinite number of the liegemen
who attended, as only applauding the measures of the assembly.
After the king, the officers most elevated in dignity were the
‘Dukes,” ¢ Ealdormen,’ or ¢ Counts,’ the governors of counties or pro-
vinces, and often designated by historians under the name of viceroys,
‘sub-reguli’. The functions of these great officers, at
first confined within narrow limits, increased with the
conquests of the sovereign. Though their government eventually
cxtended over provinces and ancient kingdoms, this change was not
in fact attended with great danger to the monarchy : for these offices
had not, as in France, become hereditary in principle, nor were they
exercised with any title to the possession of the soil ; and the king,
by whom they were nominated, had the right, if not always the power,
to remove these officials from their office. The executive officer of
s AT each shire was called the ‘Scir-Gerefa,’ or ‘Shire-reeve’
or Sherifrs,”. (Sheriff). " The jurisdiction the most limited in regard to
territory, was that of the ‘sac’ and ‘soc’ It was an
immunity accorded, in England as on the Continent, to whoever re-
ceived from the king a territorial concession, to lords, lay and ecclesi-
astical, and to religious bodies. This privilege consisted in the right
of holding courts with civil and criminal jurisdiction, in which the
freemen of the manor took part : it could judge all causes within its
territorial limit, impose fines, collect taxes on the sale of merchandise,
and punish every thief caught in the act. These courts were called
‘Hall-mots.” They had not all equally extensive powers. From them
sprang the ‘Baron-courts,’ with civil jurisdiction, and the ‘Leet-courts,
with criminal jurisdiction. The ‘Folk-mot, or Hundred-court was
presided over by the Scir-Gerefa, and was composed of the chief
ecclesiastics and the freeholders, and it met every month. The most
of the civil cases were tried in this court. The ‘Shire-mot,’ or County
Court, was inferior to these ; it was presided over in common by the
bishop and the ealdorman or the count, and, in the absence of the
latter, by the sheriff. The great proprietors, the superior thanes, were
bound to assist at it, or to send their principal tenants to represent
them. The Shire-mot took cognisance of all causes relating to the
Crown or the Church, of all crimes, and private disputes; it ad-
ministered the oath of alleglance to all freemen. From the Shire-mot
an appeal might be taken to the king’s council, of the
composition of which little is known ; and the final court
of appeal for all the great causes in which the State was
interested, was the Witena-gemot. Subdivisions of the members ot
this large court or Shire-mot were frequently made to expedite the
despatch of business. The presiding judge in criminal cases could
designate twelve men, while the accused also designated twelve, six
from among his friends and neighbours, and six from persons not

Great Nobles,

Nature of the
Shire-mots,



ASSESSORS OR JURVMEN. 63

el ADdy. M

TUE CAROUSAL OFf THE SEA-KING.

intimately known to him ; and this body of twenty-four, called ‘com-
purgators,” was charged by an oath to return a true verdict. The
number was at times twelve, and at others twenty-four, half chosen
by the court and half by the accused. This process re- qpq Agsos-
sembles the later jury trial. In civil cases the opposing sors; origin
parties might agree to nominate an equal number of Of the Jury.
thanes as arbiters. A law of Ethelred 11. ordained that the sheriff
should take as assessors with him in his judicial circuit the eldest
thanes, who had to give information of all crimes committed within
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the jurisdiction of each Hundred-court, and arraign the accused before
him. In taking the votes of these assessors or jurymen, as they may
be called, in the several courts, regard was had to their social grade,
and the real authority was vested in the judges most elevated in
dignity, vincat sententia, meliorum. The oath of a king’s-thane
(ealdorman) was equal to that of six lesser-thanes; and the oath of
a lesser-thane to that of six ceorls.

The development of judicial procedure was greatly retarded by
the existence of the Ordeal, the continuance of which was fostered
by the clergy. Trials by ordeal, that is, by appeal to the
Deity, were in great esteem among all the barbarian
nations who overran the Roman Empire of the West. In
their robust but superstitious faith they believed that God would not
fail to interfere in a visible manner in favour of the innocent. Even
among the Celtic tribes of Europe, who were always under the in-
fluence of an artful and domineering priesthood, the Ordeal, in its
proper sense, appears to have been very carly known. It is said that
in cases of doubtful accusation the Druids made use of the “rocking
stones,” which were common in Britain, for this purpose, and that
the culprit was acquitted or condemned according as he succeeded or
failed in shaking them. But among the nations of Gothic descent,
whose spirit of freedom not even the artifices of the Medizval Church
could long subdue, the trial by ordeal originated in a custom to which
it soon returned, that of private duels. Caesar and Tacitus state that
the ancient Germans determined disputed claims to property, and
even to office, by the sword : but Gundebald the Burgundian, A.D. 501,

Trialby first gave a recognised character to the “judicial combat”

Ordealof by enacting, as a remedy against obstinacy and avarice,

Battle.  that all controversics should be decided by the sword;
and three centuries later, in the time of Charlemagne, the practice
had become so universal that not only the parties in a common suit-
at-law, but the witnesses and even the judges were constantly sum-
moned to do mortal battle in support of the justice of their cause or
the uprightness of their decision. According to Selden the judicial
combat, notwithstanding its prevalence among tke other branches of
the Gothic race, was not introduced into England till the Norman
Conquest, 1066. The ordeals which are spoken of as prevalent among
the Anglo-Saxons,—such as walking upon red-hot plough-shares,
holding in the hand heated iron, or plunging the supposed criminal
in water to see whether he would sink or swim,—doubtless existed,
and deserve to be enumerated among the supposed curiosities of the
times ; but it is impossible to believe that they were ever the frequent
and ordinary methods by which guilt or innocence was determined.
They were too clumsily framed to have borne the test of repeated
experiment, and they belonged rather to the manners than the juris-
prudence of the people. Such tests were more absurd than the
judicial combat. * The champion whose conscious innocence made
him confident of victory in the lists, might not have faith to expecta
suspension of the laws of nature in his favour; especially when he
had reason to fear that the miracle, if it actually bappened, might be
concealed or denied by the artifices of some hostile priest,” these

Trial b,
Ordeal.
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o]rdeals all taking place in church and under the direction of the
clergy. 0

The Church had greatly increased in wealth and power from the
eighth to the tenth century. Bishops ranked with ealdormen and
counts, and priests with thanes. Yet the Church was kept in strict
dependence on the civil power by all save the feeblest . Cler,
Anglo-Saxon monarchs; and it was not till much later aependeg
that the spiritual power of Rome was introduced, and _ onthe
usurped the functions of the temporal. The constant C\V3Fower.
invasions of the Danes, who were heathens, and whose fury fell upon
the wealthy establishments of the clergy, would have induced the
latter to range themselves under the law to obtain the protection of
the kings so necessary to them, even if they had regardeg themselves
as in any way differing from ordinary citizens. It was from their title
of proprietors of the vast domains which they held by the liberality
of the king that the prelates sat in the Witena-gemot. The kings
always reserved to themselves the greater part of the power to appoint
bishops and abbots ; and often suspended or deposed them. One
noticeable feature of the Anglo-Saxon Church, and one which became
more prominent after the Norman conquest, was the effective supre-
macy of the See of Canterbury, notwithstanding the rivalry of the
See of York: but it was not till the appointment of the Norman
Lanfranc by William the Conqueror to the archbishopric of Canter-
bury, on the deposition of the Anglo-Saxon Stigand, 1070, that the
archbishopric of York was compelled to acknowledge the primacy of
the southern see. The Anglo-Saxons devoted themselves to agricul-
ture ; much of the land was cleared. The fields were divided by
hedges and ditches, and large commons were made on which herds of
swine and sheep and large cattle grazed. Their ordinary agricultural
implements were similar to the modern but of ruder construction—
rakes, ploughs, pickaxes, sickles, scythes, pruning-hooks, forks, flails,
and carts ; and watermills and windmills were in use. The vine, despite
the greater rigour of the climate, was cultivated, and considerable
care was bestowed on gardening. Among the rural gy.10.5ax0n
population the serfs chiefly carried on trades and handi- ~Working-
crafts. The liberation of serfs and their removal to the  men.
towns, in process of time led to the rise of the class of civic trades-
men and merchants, whose guilds early became important parts of
the body politic. The trades in greatest esteem were those of the
smith, carpenter, leather-worker, weaver and embroiderer, and dyer.
Spinning was practised by women of all ranks. The most of the stone
buildings erected by the Romans seem to have been destroyed during
the struggles of the Teutonic invaders and the natives. During the
early Anglo-Saxon period even the principal edifices were of wood ;
but after masons were brought over from the Continent by St. Augus-
tine, stone-building became commoner ; yet even in Alfred’s time the
royal palace seems to have been of wood. Many other arts besides
architecture owed their dissemination to the clergy; and much was
done in the way of civilizing the Anglo-Saxons by Augustine, 597,
Bede, 720, Alcuin, 800, and Dunstan, 970. The last-named was a
skilful mechanic ; he worked in all kinds of metals; and two large

F
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bells for his church at Abingdon were founded by him. Glassmaking -
was introduced late in the seventh century by Benedict, abbot of
Wearmouth, who brought over workmen from France to glaze the
windows of the abbey. The ecclesiastics practised medicine : and
they also first introduced the art of coining money. Coins of silver
Mode of Life and copper, but apparently not of gold, were in use.

among the The mode of life of every class was very rough. Even
Anglo-Saxons. i the wooden houses of the ealdormen (earls) all mem-
Lers of the household sat at the same table, the nobleman at the
head and the rest ranged according to their rank. The staple article
of food was swine’s flesh : and drinking habits were so universal that
scarcely any one left the table before being intoxicated. There was
generally only one bedroom, in which the head of the house lay on
a chaff-bed, with sheep-skins for a coverlet : and the rest of the house-
hold lay omr straw or rushes in the feasting-room. A still rougher kind
of life prevailed among the lesser-thanes and ceorls. The ealdormen
spent most of their time in hunting : while the ladies were occupied
in spinning and in making woollen and linen cloth.

ALFRED’S JEWEL, FOUND IN ATHELNEY,



SAXON BANQUET, FROM A MS. IN THE COTTON LIBRARY.

CHAPTER IV.

The Anglo-Sayon Hingdom from Ehrivardy the
Cloer to the Banish Conquest.

A.D. 9OI-1016.

Edward the Elder, gor-g25: Athelstane, 925-27th Oct., 040 : Reduction of the
Danes in England. Edmund the Elder, 27th October, g40-26th May, 946:
Danish Invasion under Anlaf: Edmund conquers Cumbria: Rise of the
Benedictine Order in England—St. Dunstan : Murder of Edmund the Elder.
Edred, 26th May, 946-23rd November, 955: Revolt of Northumbria and
Norwegian Invasion : Contest of the Regular and the Secular Clergy : In-
fluence of Odo of Canterbury and St. Dunstan. FEdwy, 23rd November,
955-958 : Marriage with Elgiva : Outrage by Dunstan and Odo: Flight of
Dunstan. Rebellion and Proclamation of Edgar : Murder of Elgiva: Death
of Edwy. Edgar, 958-18th July, 975 : Primacy and Reforms of St. Dunstan :
Edgar’s Successes : his Marriage ; his Death. Edward the Martyr, 18th July,
975~18th March, 979 : his Murder. Ethelred II., the Unready, 18th March,
979-23rd April, 1016. Invasion of the Vikings—Insurrections in Northumbria
and East Anglia: Institution of Danegelt: the Danes in the Thames, g93:
Ethelred II. marries Emma of Normandy. Origin of the Normans: The
Massacre of the Danes, 1002, in England. Great Invasion of Svein I of
Denmark, 1007 : his Capture of London, 1008: Coronation of Svein as King
of England, 1013: his Death, mr4.6 Canute arrives in England, 1015 : Siege

7
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of London : Death of Ethelred II., 1016 : Edmund Ironside, 23rd April-30th
November, 1016: Partition of the Anglo-Saxon Throne with Canute : Murder
of Edmund Ironside: Accession of the Anglo-Danish Dynasty.

LFRED the Great was succeeded by his son Edward the Elder,
9o1-925, who was the first who assumed the style of “King of

the English,” or “King of England.” His cousin Ethelwold, King
Ethelred’s son, supported by bodies of the Danes, ineffectually at-
tempted to dispute the crown with him. Ethelwold the pretender fell,
with a great number of his followers, in a great battle in gos, and in
911 Edward gained a great victory over the Danes. ‘During the
remainder of his reign King Edward gradually extended his power
and supremacy over the whole island. The people of Northumbria
Reignot and East-Anglia submitted to him ; the princes of Corn-
Edward the wall, Wales, Cumbria, and Strathclyde, and the king of
Elder, 901-925. the Scots, became his liegemen. In all his projects he
was assisted by the Lady of Mercia, as his sister Ethelfleda was
named, who governed Mercia after the death of her husband, g12.
This able princess headed her own troops, and gained victories over
both* Danes and Britons. She and the king turned their thoughts to
the possession of strong fortified towns as the best means of securing
the realm. The Lady fortified Bridgenorth, Tamworth, Stafford,
Warwick, Leicester, Derby, etc. ; the king raised works round Hert-
ford, Witham, Buckingham, Bedford, Malden, Towcester, Colchester,
Stamford, Manchester, Nottingham, and other towns. On the death
of the Lady, 920, Edward took the government of Mercia into his own
hands. After a prosperous reign of twenty-four years, King Edward
died in peace, 925.”—AK%eightley. Edward the Elder began the re-
duction of the Anglo-Danes in East Anglia and Northumbria ; but
the task was not completed in his reign. At the death of Edward the
Elder at Farringdon, in Berks, in 923, his legitimate sons being very
young, the crown passed to his illegitimate son, Athelstane, 925-27th
October, 940, to whose accession no opposition was made. Athelstane
carried out his father’s policy with vigour. The Anglo-Danes received
help from the Scottish king Constantine I11., and from Ireland : but
in a great battle at Brunanburgh, in 934, the Anglo-

th 3
Agalft??e’ Danes under Anlaf were totally defeated ; Constantine

Battle of [I]. was slain, and the whole of England from the
Brunanburgh.

English Channel to the Forth fell under the sceptre of
Athelstane, who, rather than his father Alfred the Great, merits the
title of first King of England. “ Never,” says the poet who sung the
battle, “since the Saxons and Angles, those artists of war, arrived,
was such slaughter known in England.” Such was his reputation
now, that the German emperor sought his sister in marriage. Like
his 1llustrious grandfather, Athelstane encouraged commerce, and en-
acted many laws for this end ; one of these conferred the title of
Thane on any merchants who had made three voyages in their own
ships. He established a close connection with the nearest parts of
the Continent. We are told that “ The King of the English, or of all
Britain as he styled himself, was highly respected by the princes of
the Continent ; the kings of Norway and Armorica sent their sons



EDMUND THE ELDER; ARCHBISHOP DUNSTAN. 69

to be reared at his court; the son of the German Emperor, Charles
the Simple king of France, the Duke of Aquitaine, and Hugh the
great count of Paris espoused his four sisters ; and after the dethrone-
ment of Charles the Simple, his widow and her son Louis took refuge
in England, whence the latter was named, when restored, D’outremer
—from beyond sea.”

On the death of Athelstane in 940, his half-brother Edmund the
Elder (27th October, 940-26th May, 946), succeeded. The Danish
chieftain Anlaf again landed and incited a revolt in Northumbria,
which proved successful, Edmund being obliged to cede all north of
Watling Street to the Danes ],) but on the death o(f]' Anlaif in the follow-
ing year, 944, Northumbria became again united to the
Arglg?’o-S:’ixgon kingdom. Edmund the Elder subsequently Eﬁ?;?}‘&%’i%,
conquered the Cumberland portion of the native Britons’ Daélestand
kingdom of Cumbria and assigned it to the Scottish king %%
Malcolm, on the latter undertaking to do homage for it, and assist in
repelling the Danes. Speaking of the connection of Scotland with
England in early times we are told by Keightley : “ The king of Scots
had, as we have seen, done homage to Edward in 921. There are, we
apprehend, few points in history more certain than the vassalage of the
Scottish crown from that date till the end of the fourteenth century.”

During the reign of Edward the Elder the order of the Benedictine
monks, a fraternity first established at Monte Casino in Campania,
by one Benedict, who was born at a neighbouring town, Nursia, in
480, began to assume importance in England. One of the best-known
members of the Order was St. Dunstan the Abbot of Glastonbury.
This remarkable man was connected, according to popular report, by
blood with the royal family : he had been educated at the abbey of
Glastonbury,—the religious houses being in the middle ages the great
schools,—where he distinguished himself in every branch of learning.
He excelled so much in music that he was invited to court by King
Athelstane, and became a favourite of the sovereign. Learning that
some of the courtiers had formed a design to kill him, he fied from
court, and he resolved to marry and live in retirement: but his uncle
Athelm, then Archbishop of Canterbury, urged him to become a
Benedictine. After recovering from a violent fever, Dunstan adopted
the cowl, and henceforward devoted himself to the ad-
vancement of the interests of the Benedictine Order in Aﬂ%glt?fp
every possible way, utterly regardless of the means he A
used. Whether from a sense of duty, or merely to obtain a high
reputation for sanctity, and attain the influence necessary for the
accomplishment of his designs, he practised extreme austerities. He
caused a cave to be dug, only five feet in length and barely high
enough for his standing upright ; and in this he lived many months,
during which he had—so ran the tale—many personal conflicts with
the arch-fiend himself. At this period Satan, as sovereign of the
demons, occupied a prominent position in the popular creed, and was
believed frequently to visit the earth, betraying himself at his de-
parture by his black complexion, flaming eyes, sulphuric odour, horns,
tail, hooked nails, and cloven hoof. According to the old legend, Satan
one day visited Dunstan at his forge, the-saint being skilled in this as
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well as many other handicrafts ; but the undaunted Dunstan seized
the fiend’s nose with a pair of red-hot pincers, and held him fast till
his cries of agony had aroused the whole neighbourhood.

Dunstan’s fame soon spread throughout the land, and he was visited
by persons of the highest rank. The king, Edmund the Elder, now
summoned him to court; and the intrigues and reputed sanctity of
the ecclesiastic speedily procured for him the abbacy of Glastonbury.
Dunstan’s ambition found ample scope in the next two reigns. With
regard to the character and activity of Dunstan, Sir James Mackin-
tosh’s opinion is valuable. That historian says: ‘“Dunstan, one of
the most conspicuous personages of Saxon history, after being long
an object of unmingled panegyric among the monastic writers, who
alone had leisure and learning for the composition of history, has
since that time been treated with unwarrantable severity by Protestant
historians. Of noble birth, and said to be connected with the royal
family of Wessex, he embraced the rule of St. Benedict with the same
ardour which he had before shown in the business and pleasures of
common life. His temperament was that of most earnest and zealous
reformers, who have been exasperated by resistance and
persecution : his personal disinterestedness and austere
manners disposed the multitude to applaud the harsh
discipline which he enforced and the cruel chastisements which he
either advised or countenanced. There is no reason to suspect his
sincerity ; but the extension of his own power, and that of his order,
doubtless mingled itself with zeal for the service of God and man ;
and the secret enjoyments of pride and ambition soothed the irritation
which the renunciation of pleasures more openly immoral is apt to
beget in passionate natures. To be very scrupulous in the choice of
means is a very rare virtue in such enterprises, in such times, and in
such men. It is unjust to make him answerable for the miracles
which the credulity of his admirers has ascribed to him. Having
fallen into disgrace in the reign of Athelstane, he regained his in-
fluence in that of Edmund, and at a very early age became the chief
counsellor of Edred, the last grandson of Alfred. To enforce clerical
celibacy, to reduce all the monasteries to the rule of St. Benedict, and
to expel at least all the married clergy from’ canonries and prebends
in cathedrals, that they might be succeeded by Benedictines, were
the three main objects of his ecclesiastical policy. The result would
have been a conformity of the English clergy to the law and usage of
Christendom.” Edmund the Elder had endeavoured to extirpate the
robber-chiefs whose home was in the depth of the forests: one of
these, Leolf, or Leofu, whom he had banished, in revenge assassinated
the king at table in his palace at Pucklekirk, in Gloucestershire, on
the feast of St. Augustine, 26th May, 946.

Edmund the Elder was succeeded by his brother Edred, 26th May,
046,-23rd Nov. 955, who was elected by the Witena-gemot, or National
Council, the late king’s sons Edwy and Edgar being mere children.
Edred s46.955, dred’s reign was by no means a peaceable one. The

struggle ~ Northumbrians again asserted their independence, and
with Eric the were supported by a force of Norsemen under Eric, brother

Norseman. ¢ the Norwegian king Haco. Edred ravaged the territory

Character
of Dunstan.
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of Northumbria, and at length by dissensions among his enemies
re-established his authority ; to secure it he placed -garrisons in
the several towns, and appointed one of his nobles governor of the
province. It was about this time, 950, that the Welsh king Howel
promulgated a code of laws for his principality. Edred’s reign has

CONSECRATION OF AN ANGLO-SAXON CHURCH—FROM THE COTTON MS,

obtained most celebrity from the struggle for superiority between the
cause of monachism, or of the monks, the “regular” clergy, and that
of the “secular” clergy. The great religious houses, which had arisen
by the liberality of successive sovereigns and generations of nobles,
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had hitherto been in the possession of the “secular” clergy,—derived
from the Latin saculum, from their living “in the world,”—that is, the
inmates took no vows of implicit obedience to their superiors or of
celibacy, nor were subjected to any very severe discipline ; but mixed
in the world, officiating in the churches and educating the youth.
Odo or Otho Severus, formerly Bishop of Wilton, and Archbishop of
Canterbury, from 934 to 961, who was the son of a Danish Viking
and had borne arms in his youth, had imbibed the strictest monastic
principles from his teacher, Berno, the superior of a Benedictine
convent at Clugny ; and on his promotion to the archiepiscopal chair
he endeavoured to propagate the Benedictine communities through-
The « Secular O}t England, to encourage -celibacy, and in every way
and the “‘ Reg- discountenance the “secular” clergy, and to hand over
ular” Olergy. their establishments to the monks. The promotion of

S,fx‘x’s‘gg_ the fanatic St. Dunstan to the abbacy of Glastonbury

gave Odo a zealous but unscrupulous lieutenant. The
favour of Edmund the Elder had already enabled the two to carry out
in some parts of the country their revolutionary schemes ; and they
made still further progress under Edred, in whose favour St. Dunstan
had ingratiated himself. Their designs were interrupted by the death
of Edred, on the 23rd November, 955.

The beautiful. Edwy, 30th Nov., 955-958, son of Edmund the Elder,
in the sixteenth year of his age, succeeded his uncle Edred on the
iy i throne. Enamoured of a beautiful relative, Elgiva (or

o5s " ’Ethelgiva), he married her, though she was within the

prohibited degrees of affinity, and though his counsellors
strongly opposed the marriage. When, on his coronation day, Edwy
left the carousals of the nobles and repaired to his queen’s apartments,
Dunstan, Odo, and the nobles followed, tore him from Elgiva’s arms,
: and insultingly dragged him back to the banqueting
room. Edwy avenged this outrage by calling Dunstan
to account for mal-administration of the treasury; the
latter was convicted and fled to Ghent, on which sentence of banish-
ment and of deprivation of all his fortune and honours was pro-
nounced upon him. The saintly Benedictine immediately began to
intrigue and foment disturbances in Mercia, East Anglia, and North-
umbria, where the population consisted chiefly of Anglo-Danes. The
rebels proclaimed Edwy’s younger brother, Edgar, king ; on which
Dunstan returned to England, and received from the pretender Edgar
the bishoprics of London and Worcester, which was subsequently
ratified by a Witena-gemot. Edwy had unfortunately allowed his
hatred of Dunstan to extend to the whole Benedictine order ; he had
decreed the deprivation of their possessions and the restoration of the
secular clergy to their previous condition. This at once roused the
ire of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Odo, who excommunicated
Edwy ; and, not satisfied with this, the ecclesiastic, supported by a
rebellious nobility, pronounced the king’s marriage void, dragged the
queen from the palace, and caused her to be branded in the face, and,
after obliging the king to divorce her, sent her across to Ireland.
When the wounds were healed, Elgiva succeeded in escaping from
her custodians ; but she was seized by Odo’s emissaries at Gloucester

Elgiva and
Dunstan.
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on her way to Edwy, and put to death in the most barbarous manner,
after the sinews of her legs had been cut with theirgp,ig of Eigiva.
swords. Shortly afterwards, in 958, Edwy died at the Dunstan’s
same place, but whether by a natural or a violent death Oruelty.

is unknown. The king “died of grief,” say the old chroniclers, and
was interred at Winchester. Some writers say he was not married
to Elgiva ; but there is no doubt they were united in wedlock. The
priests, however, pronounced the marriage void, because the lady was
in the degrees of relationship prohibited by the canons.

Edgar, 958-18th, July, 975, succeeded without any opposition on
the death of his elder brother. He was a mere puppet in the hands
of the ecclesiastics ; and he rewarded Dunstan, on the death of Odo
in 961, with the metropolitan see of Canterbury. The new archbishop
carried out his ecclesiastical revolution throughout the kingdom ; the
secular clergy were almost everywhere dispossessed, and the religious
foundations were given up to the monks, for whom new monasteries
were erected. Meanwhile the young Edgar gave himself up to ex-
treme sensuality and self-indulgence. Yet he paid great attention to
the administration of justice, and endeavoured to curb the lawlessness
of the times ; and his military expeditions were singularly o, 058-975
successful, the chieftains of Wales, Man, the Orkney Hisgsuccesses: a
Islands, and the north of Ireland, and even the King of _the Wolfs
Scotland doing him homage : in proof of his supremacy Z¢ad Tribute.
he made eight of these vassal-kings row his barge down the Dee
while he sat in the stern. He is said in the Saxon Chronicle to have
given welcome and encouragement to the numerous foreigners whom
his reputation induced to visit England ; so that many settled there.
He was twice married, first to Elfleda the Fair, and secondly to
Elfrida, the widow of a noble, Athelwold, whom he is said to have put
to death that he might marry Elfrida. Athelwold had been eniployed
by the king to report upon the beauty of Elfrida ; but, enamoured of
her himself, he gave a false report to Edgar, and, after marrying her,
kept her back from court ; but Edgar, having visited his castle, saw
Elfrida, and, on discovering the treachery of Athelwold, punished him
with death. When Edgar died, on the 18th of July, 973, a struggle
for the succession was threatened between Edgar’s son by the first
marriage, Edward, and Ethelred, his son, then seven years old, by
Elfrida ; but the influence of Dunstan prevailed over Elfrida, and the
elder son succeeded. Several historians mention that the reign of
Edgar is remarkable for the extirpation of wolves in England. Driven
from the plain country, these animals harboured in the mountains of
Wales, whence they descended to commit their ravages. Edgar
changed the annual tribute imposed by Athelstan on the Welsh
princes to that of three hundred wolves’ heads, and so active a chase
. was kept up against the wolves that the race was soon extinct.

The amiable Edward the Martyr—as he is surnamed from the man-
ner of his death—was only thirteen when he succeeded his father
Edgar, and reigned less than four years, 18th July, 975-18th March,
979. During the boy-king’s reign the only noteworthy gawarg
occurrences were the severe struggles between Dunstan the Martyr,
and the party of the nobles, who were opposed to the new  975-979.
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ecclesiastical schemes. Elfrida used all her influence in favour of the
nobles of her faction, and finding that Dunstan’s position was secure
while the king lived, she resolved to effect the murder of the latter.
Accident soon placed Edward in her power. One day when he was
hunting in Dorsetshire, he was separated from his retinue, and arrived
weary and faint at the gates of Corfe Castle, the residence of his step-
mother Elfrida. He declined to alight, but asked for a little wine.

Murderof As he was drinking it, he was stabbed in the back by a

Edward by servant of Elfrida. At once he put spurs to his horse,

Elfrida.© hoping to escape, but he soon grew faint, and dropped
from his saddle, and, his foot having remained fast in the stirrup, he
was dragged along by his horse and expired before he was found by
any one. He was buried at Wareham. Three years afterwards his
corpse was removed to Malmesbury, and the monks circulated reports
of miracles wrought at his tomb.

Elfrida’s son, Ethelred I1., the Unready, so named from his im-
becility and indolence, succeeded his murdered half-brother Edward
the Martyr, at the age of eleven, and nominally occupied the throne
for thirty-seven years, 18th March, 979-23rd April, 1016. Dunstan
crowned him at Kingston, and is said to have pronounced a curse

Ethelred the Over him instead of a blessing. The ecclesiastic knew

Unready, that his influence had passed away on the accession of

979-1016.  Elfrida’s son, and for the remaining ten years of his life
he took little part in public affairs, clerical dispute$ being hushed amid
the horrors of war in which the country was now plunged. The
succession of young and weak sovereigns had tempted the dreaded
Norsemen to renew their attacks, their energies having lately been
diverted to France. The Anglo-Danes of Northumbria and East
Anglia rose in rebellion at the sight of the raven standards of the
Vikings, and England was threatened at once with ix_wasion and re-

panisn  bellion. In 991 the Danes took possession of Ipswich,
Successes: the and Ethelred II. and his counsellors foolishly confessed

Danegelt. thejr weakness by buying off their incursions with tribute-
money, an odious tax known as Dane-money or Danegelt. In 993
the Danes, tempted by their successes, returned under Anla, or Olaf,
and sailed up the Thames as far-as Staines with 390 galleys ; and in
the next year Ethelred again purchased peace. Similar invasions took
place from year to year, the tribute exacted becoming annually larger.

Ethelred II. now endeavoured to strengthen his position by a
marriage, in 1001, with Emma, the sister of Duke Richard II. of
Normandy, a noble house of originally northern chieftains. Its
founder was Rollo, or Rolf,—surnamed “the Ganger,” or “Marcher,”
because, in the words of Snorro Sturleson, ‘“he was so mighty of
stature that there was no horse of strength or size to bear him, and
he was therefore always on foot.” The rugged name of Rolf was
afterwards softened into Raval, or Rollo. After he received "the
district of the lower Scine from Charles the Simple, he and his
followers called it Northmandie, or Normandy. He landed in France
in 876, and died in 931. One of the Norwegian Vikings landed in 876
in “Neustria,” a large part of which was granted to hiin, on his em-
bracing the Christian faith, by king Charles III., the Simple, of
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France,in 912. Rollo had previously desolated France by

frequent invasions ; and by his turbulence he now obliged Rollo and tho
the king gradually to extend the domains assigned to e
him, a policy which was continued by his successors till all “Nor-
mandy,” so named as the province of the “ Norsemen,” was ceded

pas-

NORSEMEN WARRIORS.

to them. The whole of this vast territory had been divided by the
“dukes,” namely Rollo and his descendants, into fiefs, and Rollo’s
warriors, whom he controlled by severe laws, became the fathers of
a great people, who proved the firmest bulwark of France against the
invasions of the northern races, and who in exactly half a century
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after the death of Ethelred 11. conquered England. These Normans,
or Norsemen, settled in France, had adopted the civilization and
language of France, and were entirely severed from their kinsmen
in the North.

The close of the year 994, in which Ethelred II. had concluded
peace with Anlaf, or Olaf, had witnessed an invasion under King
Svein 1., or Sweyn, ‘“the Double-bearded,” of Denmark ; but he was
also bought off. Eight years later Ethelred, growing tired of the
Danegelt, committed an act of atrocious treachery. This was the
order for the massacre, on the festival of St. Brice, 13th November,
1002, of all the Danes in England. As the Danish settlers formed

Massacre of the majority in the north and east of the kingdom, the

the Danes, massacre can have taken place only in some districts.

1002.  The greatest number of victims was in the North of
England, the ancient kingdom of “ Wessex,” where the sanguinary -
decree was carried out to the letter, and multitudes of Danes perished,
neither age nor sex being spared. A speedy and tremendous punish-
ment followed closely upon this crime. Among those that perished
was Gunilda, sister of the Danish King, Svein 1., and with her dying
breath she foretold the destruction of the English. Her prophecy
was within five years fulfilled.

It must be borne in mind, however, that the Saxons had been
exasperated by a long series of injuries, suffered at the hands of the
Danes, before they took this cruel revenge. Baker says : “ The land
was emptied of all coin ; and the English were brought so low, that
they were fain to till and ear the ground, while the Danes sat idle,
and ate the fruits of their labours, abusing the wives and daughters
of their hosts where they lay; and yet, in every place, for very fear,
were called Lord Danes, which afterwards became a word of derision,
when one would signify a lazy lubber.” For many centuries the word
“ Lurdane,” a contraction of Lord Dane, was used to designate one

too proud or too lazy to work. Another historian. also

The Danish tells us :—* It had been the practice of the English kings

= from the time of Athelstane to have great numbers of
Danes in their pay as guards or household troops, Hus-carles, and
these, it is said, they quartered on their subjects, one on each house.
The Hus-carles, acting like soldiers in general, paid great attention
to their dress and appearance, and thus became more acceptable to
the females of the families than the Englishmen liked ; they also, of
course, behaved occasionally with great insolence ; at the same time
they acted very remissly against their foreign kinsmen, and were
strongly suspected of having intelligence with them. It was therefore
resolved to massacre the Hus-carles and their families throughout
England.”

King Svein I. appeared off the coast at the head of a large force in
1007, On his landing at Exeter, burning towns and heaps of corpses
marked his path through the country. In the next year, 1008, London
was captured by the Danes, and Ethelred II. suffered a severe defeat

svein's 10 the battle of Southwark : but the Dane Anlaf, or Olaf,
Invasion and whose alliance had been bought by Ethelred II., de-
Conguest.  stroyed the wooden bridge and succeeded in retaking



EDMUND IRONSIDE—~SAXON, DANE, AND NORMAN. 77

London. The respite which Ethelred II. enjoyed was short. In 1013
the whole of the country had fallen under Svein, who proclaimed
himself King of England, and was formally crowned, upon which
Ethelred II. fled to the court of his brother-in-law, Duke Richard II.,
in Normandy. But early in the following year, 1014, Svein died at
Gainsborough.

Svein was succeeded on the Danish throne by his eldest son, Harold
I11.; and his second son Canute,—pronounced Knut,—was appointed
commander of the Danes in England. Canute visited Denmark ;
and Ethelred II. now returned to England from Normandy, but he
was too indolent to attempt to restore tranquillity to his distracted
kingdom. In the next year, 1015, Canute sailed from Denmark for
England, and besieged Ethelred II. in London, where the latter soon
after died, on the 23rd of April, 1016. His successor was his son
Edmund Ironside, so named from the bravery he had displayed in his
battles with the Danes. He was destined to retain the AR
title of king for less than eight months, 23rd April—30th s?&‘;?mw'n'
November, 1016. Large bodies of foreign adventurers
had flocked to the rival standards of the Anglo-Saxon and the Dane
and for a few months the struggle was carried on with great ferocity
between the two kings, till, themselves wearied of the conflict and
under the pressure of the leading nobles of both nations, they agreed
to a division of the kingdom between them. But almost immediately
afterwards, on the 3oth of November, 1016, Edmund Ironside was
murdered at the instigation of Edric, the Duke of Mercia: and Canute
was left sole monarch of England. In the same year, by the death
of his brother Harold III., Canute had also become king of Denmark:
and thus the thrones of England and Denmark were a second time
united. The Anglo-Saxon dynasty of Cerdic, however,saxon, Danish,
was later restored to the throne. Edward the Confessor, and Norman
the younger half-brother of Edmund Ironside, succeeded 9ynasties.
to the throne in 1042, on the extinction of Canute’s dynasty when
Hardicanute died : but the line was again excluded, by the usurpa-
tion of Harold II. and the Norman Conquest in 1066, till the Anglo-
Saxon and Norman dynasties were united by the marriage, in 1100, of
William the Conqueror’s son, King Henry 1., with the only surviving
representative of Cerdic’s house, Matilda,—daughter of Margaret, the
daughter of Edmund Ironside’s second son, Prince “ Edward the Out-
law,” and King Malcolm III. of Scotland,—and among the children
of this marriage was a daughter, alsc named Matilda, who married
the Emperor Henry V. of Germany, and whose son became King of
England, under the title of Henry II., in 1154 ; and from him, and
therefore from the Saxon Cerdic, the invader of 495, the present Royal
Family, the Guelphic or Hanoverian House of kings, lineally descend.
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CHAPTER V.

The Anglo-Danish Rings, and Edward
the Confessor,
A.D. 1016-1066.

The Witena-gemot recognises Canute, 3oth Nov., 1016-12th Nov., 1035, as king:
Exile of Anglo-Saxon Family: Canute marries Queen Emma. Restoration
of Anglo-Saxon customs, 1018: Administration of Justice: Anecdotes of
Canute: his Pilgrimage to Rome, 1027, Canute reduces Sweden, 1019:
Godwin Earl of Kent : Death of Canute. Harold 1., Harefoot, 12th Nov.,
1035-16th April, 1040 : Partition of the Kingdom with Hardicanute. Death
of Harold I. Hardicanute, 16th April, 1040-8th June, 1042: his Death, and
Independence of the Anglo-Saxon Kingdom. Edward the Confessor, 8th
June, xo042-sth Jan., 1066 : Patronage of the Normans: Insurrection under
Godwin, Earl of Kent, 1051: his Banishment, - Visit of William, Duke of
Normandy, to London : The Renown of the Normans. Return of Godwin
and his sons: Expulsion of the Norman Officials : Death of Godwin. Revolu-
tion in Scotland, 1040: Overthrow ot;a Macbeth by Siward, 1054 : Influence of

7
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Harold, Earl of Kent: Tostig made Duke of Northumberland : Revolt of the
Northumbrians: Tostig’s Exile, 1063. The Succession to the Throne : Visit
of Harold, Earl of Kent, to Normandy: his oath to William: Death of
Edward the Confessor, 1066.

HE accession of the Danish dynasty under Canute, 30th Nov.,
1016-12th Nov., 1035; and the exclusion of the Anglo-Saxon

line, were recognised by a Witena-gemot, which assembled at London
immediately after the murder of Edmund Ironside. Canute took care
to rid himself of all danger from the rival family, by sending Edmund
Ironside’s infant sons, Edmund and Edward, as state-prisoners to
King Olave of Sweden, with directions, it is said, that they should be
put to death. But King Olave, unwilling to soil his hands with the
blood of the royal children, sent them away to King Stephen of Hun-
gary, and they were brought up at the court of the latter. Prince
Edmund died in this semi-captivity ; but “ Edward the Outlaw” was
afterwards allowed to go to Germany, where he married Agatha, the
daughter of the Emperor Henry III., and he left three children—
Edgar Atheling, in whom the line of Cerdic became extinct ; Margaret,
afterwards Queen of Scotland and mother of Matilda, priniant Reign
Queen of England ; and Christiana, who became a nun, of Canute,
Edmund Ironside’s brother, Prince Edwy, was put to 1016-1085.
death by Canute’s orders in 1017 ; his half-brothers, the princes Alfred
and Edward, afterwards King Edward the Confessor, saved them-
selves only by retiring from public life ; but in attempting to assert
his claims after the accession of Harold I., Harefoot, Canute’s son
and successor, in 1035, Alfred was murdered, through the treachery,
it was generally supposed, of the Earl Godwin of Kent; for it was
by his followers that the crime was perpetrated. Canute governed
with great severity, and, from the necessities of his position, heavy
taxes were imposed on the common people to reward his Danes, and
gain over by donations the Anglo-Saxon nobles. Like his Anglo-
Saxon predecessors, he endeavoured to strengthen his position by a
union with the powerful ducal house of Normandy; he s, ... Mar-
married Emma, the widow of King Ethelred II., the ~riage with
Unready, and sister of Duke Richard II. In 1036, the Norman
Canute’s daughter, Gunhild, married the Emperor Henry ~— E2ma.
I11. of Germany. With respect to his character, Sir James Mackin-
tosh says: “Canute was a barbaric conqueror, who ruled his fierce
subjects by maxims which would have been far more blameworthy
in a better age than they were in his troublous and lawless times.
Prudence and moderation, if not humanity, were at length grafted on
his ferocious energy, and at the last it may be said, perhaps with little
exaggeration, that his vices belonged to the age, and his virtues to the
man.”

Canute, who became a convert to Christianity, restored the Anglo-
Saxon customs, by a Witena-gemot held at Oxford, in 1018 ; and by
his strict enforcement of justice, in which no distinction was made
between Danes and Anglo-Saxons, life and property were made secure
in England. He himself set an example of obedience to the laws.
It is related of him that, having in a moment of intemperance killed
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an innocent man, he assumed the dress of a delinquent and appeared
before the judges, whom he required to proceed as if he were an

Character Ordinary criminal. The penalty for homicide was at

and Ruleof that time forty talents of silver; the king, when con-

Canuts.  yicted, paid 320 talents, and bestowed nine talents of
gold upon the kinsman of the deceased. Another more celebrated
anecdote is that regarding his reproof of the adulation of his courtiers.
On their telling him that his power was boundless, he ordered his
chair to be carried to the beach and placed within the line of high-
water mark. He then commanded the rising tide to stay its advance,
and affected to expect obedience. When the waters rose around his
chair he .turned- to his nobles and rebuked them for their folly, re-
minding them that they were ascribing to him the power of Him who
alone could say to the waters, “ Thus far shalt thou go and no farther.”
In 1027, the year before the Normans began their conquests in Italy,
Canute made a pilgrimage to Rome; and from the metropolis of
Christianity he issued a letter to the English clergy, announcing his
. intention of promoting, as far as possible, the union of the Danes and
Anglo-Saxons, and of abolishing all distinctions between them. Like
many other sovereigns notorious for violent acts and for treachery,
Canute was distinguished for attention to devotional exercises; he
was especially fond of church music, and the old rhymes tell of his
directing his oarsmen to row his barge on the Nene, near the land,
that he might hear the chant of the monks of Ely. He built and
endowed many churches and monasteries ; and he constructed the
“King’s Delf,” a causeway between Peterborough and Ramsey. His
reign was tolerably tranquil.

In 1019 Canute visited his kingdom of Denmark, which had, while
he was struggling with Edmund Ironside, been invaded, but with little
success, by the Norwegians ; and the assistance of Earl Godwin of
Kent enabled him to reduce Sweden. This Earl, who afterwards
became famous in English history, and whose son Harold 11. became
king of England in 1066, was an Anglo-Saxon. A Danish noble, who
had lost his way in a forest, had met Godwin, then a youth, and had

been conducted by him to the Danish camp. The Dane
thfol’%:gannt was convinced that his guide’s rank was really above that
* of an ordinary peasant ; and when he could not prevail
on him to accept a pecuniary reward, he promised him patronage if
he would enter the service of Canute. Godwin eagerly accepted the
offer, and, by the patronage of his noble friend and his own merits,
rose eventually to be Earl of Kent. His services were much esteemed
by Canute. Besides his military operations in Scandinavia, Canute
carried on war with King Malcolm I of Scotland, and subjugated the
nephew of the latter, King Duncan of Cumberland, in 1030. Canute
was one of the most powerful European monarchs of his time, being
king at once of England, Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. Five
years after his conquest of Cumberland, on the 12th of November,
1035, he died at Shaftesbury, and was buried at Winchester.
The writer reminds his readers of the difference between the old
and the modern acceptation of the word merry; a “merry” song was
merely a sweet and touching melody, and might be either plaintive
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or gay. The scene is said to have taken place on the Nene, near
Ely minster.

Contrary to Canute’s will, Harold 1., Harefoot, so surnamed from
his fleetness, succeeded him as king of England, and reigned for five
years, 12th November, 1035-16th April, 1040. Canute had been
twice married—on the first occasion to a Danish wife, by whom he
had two sons, Svein and Harold, and on the second to Emma, widow
of King Ethelred 1I., the Unready, by whom he had Hardicanute.
Canute bequeathed Norway to Svein, and Denmark and
(by the conditions of his marriage with Emma) England Egrag}’;gt‘
to Hardicanute. The English were in favour of Hardi-
canute ; but his absence in Denmark was taken advantage of by his
half-brother, Harold Harefoot, who, supported by the all-powerful
Earl Godwin, claimed the crown of England. A civil war was avoided
by a division of the kingdom, Harold I. receiving all England north
of the Thames, with London for his capital, while Queen Emma at
Winchester governed the south of England as regent for her son.
The reign of Harold 1. is only memorable for his gross immorality
and his persecution of the Anglo-Saxon royal family, Prince Alfred,
son of Ethelred I1., the Unready, being murdered in the first year of
his accession. Hareld 1. died at Oxford, 1040, and was buried at
Winchester. His body was dug up by his successor, decapitated, and
thrown into the Thames ; but his Danish subjects are said to have
reclaimed it and buried it in St. Clement Danes, London.

On the death of Harold 1., Harefoot, on the 16th of April, 1040,
his half-brother Hardicanute — 16th April, 1040-8th June, 1042—
became King of all England, and the crowns of Denmark and Eng-
land were again united. Hardicanute was welcomed by
his English subjects : but their hopes were disappointed,
for in his brief reign of two years he proved a tyrant and voluptuary.
Reversing the policy of his predecessor towards the house of Cerdic,
he invited his half-brother Prince Edward, son of Ethelred 1I., the
Unready, and Emma, who was then at the court of William I. Duke
of Normandy, to return to England and reside at the Anglo-Danish
court. Edward complied, and was treated with the most brotherly
affection by the king. By the death of Hardicanute on the 8th of
June, 1042, from his excesses at a marriage feast in Lambeth, the
Anglo-Danish dynasty, of which there had been only three represen-
tatives,—Canute, Harold 1., Hardicanute,—became extinct.

In the person of Edward the Confessor,—so named by the monks
from his saintly character,—the Anglo-Saxon line of Cerdic was re-
stored to the throne. Edward the Confessor was at once the most
pious and the weak=st sovereign that had yet occupied the English
throne ; and during his reign of nearly twenty-four years,—8th June,
1042-5th January, 1566,—constant commotions and seditions threat-
ened the destruction of his authority. His only noteworthy work was
the compilation of a code of laws, now lost, from those of Ethelred,
Ina, and Alfred. The great scal of the Confessor, the .
first in the long s:ries of Chancellor’s Seals, is preserved gooprara the .
in the British M:iseum. On each side, the king is repre- oA
sented seated or .a throne, his effigy being surrounded by the legend,

(¢

Hardicanute.
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“Sigillum Eadwardi Anglorum Basilei” From his residence in
Normandy the king had acquired a predilection for Norman customs:
and his Anglo-Saxon countrymen found themselves in a worse posi-
tion than under the Danish sovereigns. All offices of value in Church
and State were bestowed on Normans : and the Anglo-Saxons were
received with no favour at court. Edward confiscated all the property
of his mother, Emma, and confined her in a monastery at Winchester
till she died, 1052. The King was led by his erroneous view of his
religious duty to neglect his wife, Edgitha, daughter of Earl Godwin,
Incensed by this slight, Godwin fomented the disaffection of the
Anglo-Saxons. At this time, this great nobleman’s authority extended
Feud between €T 21l Kent and Sussex and the south of Wessex ; his
the Saxon eldest son, Svein, or Sweyn, governed the rest of Wessex;
and }iglrman and his second son, Harold, afterwards King Harold 1I.,
Partles.  was Earl of East Anglia, and governor of Essex. His
other sons, Wulnoth, Tostig, Gurth, and Leofwin, held important
offices, and were owners of extensive territories. Half of England—
that the richest” half—is said to have been under the command of
Godwin and his family. His daughter, Edward’s queen, had none of
the evil qualities of her father. Godwin seized the first opportunity
of measuring his strength with the king’s. During the brief stay of
Eustace, Count of Boulogne, at Dover, on his way from Normandy
to London, a quarrel arose between some of his suite
and the townspeople. A citizen of Dover had been slain
on his own hearthstone, defending his house against an
insulting foreigner, and the followers of Eustace were driven out of
the town by the angry burghers. The Duke rode out in full armour at
the head of his guards to support his retinue. Godwin immediately
raised the standard of rebellion, 1051, and called upon all true patriots
to support him in ending the foreign domination. Though he had
gathered a large force, Godwin did not act with the celerity that
could alone ensure success. Leofric, Earl of Mercia, and Siward,
Earl of Northumberland, assembled their supporters around the king.
Godwin found it necessary to open up negotiations ; and it was agreed
by both parties that the question of the expulsion of the Normans
should be referred to the Witena-gemot, 1051, This body pronounced
Godwin and his three sons, Svein, Harold, and Tostig, to be traitors,
upon which they fled from the country. Queen Edgitha, Godwin’s
daughter, was sent to a convent.

During the brief exile of the ambitious Godwin, “ William the
Bastard,” Duke of Normandy—afterwards “William the Conqueror”
—visited the English court. William, who was then twenty-four years
of age,—having been born in 1027,—was the fifth in descent from the
first duke,* the Norseman “Rollo the Ganger,” and illegitimate son

Earl Godwin
and his Sons.

* The first duke, Rollo the Ganger, died in 931 : his son and successor William
*“Long-Sword,” {Longueépée), died in 942, and was succeeded by his son Richard
1., ‘the Fearless” (Sans-Peur), who died in 996 and left the dukedom to his son
Richard II., ‘“the Good" (le Bon), whose sister was Emma, the wife successively
of Ethelred IIL and Canute, Richard II. was succeeded in 1026 by his son Richard
111, who was muyrdzied i 1028 by his brother and successor Robert I., “the
Devil.”’ ‘T, atone for the murder, the latter went on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem,
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of Duke Robert “the Devil,”—or “Robert the Magnificent,”—by his
mistress, a young woman of Falaise, Harlotta, or Arletta, a corruption
of the Danish Herleve, and he was therefore a near relative of Edward
the Confessor, his father being first cousin to the English sovereign.

William’s visit to England was apparently one of friendship, to
revive the intimacy of former times; but the period was so well
chosen, from the absence of Godwin’s influence to check him, that he
probably came to see in person the forces against which he might have
to contend, and it is certain that he ever afterwards regarded the suc-
cession to the English throne as an object of his ambition. Thierry
in his admirable “ History of the Norman Conquest,” writes: “In
riding through the land the Duke of Normandy might have safely
persuaded himself that he had not quitted his own dominions. The
captains of the English fleet who received him at Dover were Nor-
mans ; they were Norman soldiers that formed the garrison of the
Castle ; crowds of governors and dignified ministers, who came to
pay their respects, were Normans ; and Edward’s Norman favourites
respectfully ranged themselves round their feudal chief, so that William
appeared in England almost more a king than Edward himself.” The
Norman knights were now distinguished from all others
by their immoderate desire for martial adventure, and by Wikiam, Duke
their brilliant exploits. Some of them, who had landed y.
sixty years previously as pilgrims on the southern coast of Italy, aided
the inhabitants of Salerno to repulse a Saracen army of besiegers.
Animated by the success of their countrymen, the sons of a simple
gentleman, Tancred De Hauteville, of Coutances in Lower Normandy,
followed by a band of adventurers, conquered the province of Apulia
from the Greeks, the Lombards, and the Arabs, and sustained success-
fully an equal struggle against the Eastern empire and the Emperor
Henry III. of Germany. They took prisoner the German Pope, Leo
the Ninth, who was devoted to the family of Henry 111, and humbling
themselves before their captive they obtained leave to retain their
conquest as a fief of the Church. Robert Guiscard, Tancred’s son,
completed the subjugation of Apulia and Calabria, 1042, and his
brother Roger conquered Sicily : thus the kingdom of the two Sicilies
was founded in 1052 by the Normans, and the Pope became its
suzerain. Nothing now was talked of in Europe but the valour of
the Normans, and the crown of England did not seem too great a
prize for their duke to contend for. But on the occasion of his visit
William received from Edward the Confessor no information as to his
probable disposal of the crown.

In the meanwhile Godwin ‘and his sons had assembled two bands
of adventurers, Godwin in Flanders, and Harold in Ireland, and sailed
for England in 1052. On the junction of these two forces, Edward
the Confessor, whose weak and gentle character was quite unfit for
coping with such active rebels, had made no adequate preparations
to resist the invasion, and was obliged to make terms. A Witena-
gemot was summoned, and the sentence against Godwin and his sons

and died on his way home, 1035, on which his illegitimate son William, to whom
before his departure he made his barons take the oath of fealty, succceded at the
age of eight, .
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was annulled. At the same time the object for which Godwin had
risen in rebellion was attained ; and all the Normans were expelled
from public offices and required to leave the realm, to which they
were in fourteen years to return as conquerors. Godwin was able to
reward his adherents with the vacant offices ; and again his influence

Return ang Decame paramount. But in the following year he died

deathof  while feasting at the king’s table; and his son Harold

Go succeeded him in his honours and estates, Svein having
died at Constantinople on his return from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

The account of the great Earl’s death which was generally credited
by the old historians, gives the appearance of a direct retribution upon
Godwin, for the part he was supposed to have taken in the murder of
Alfred, the king’s brother. In the Epitome of Chronicles it is thus
related : “As Erle Godwin sate at table with the king Edward, it
happened one of the cuppe bearers to stumble, and recover agayne,
so that he did sheade none of the drynke ; whereat Godwine laugh
and saide: ¢ Now that one brother hath susteigned that other” With
whiche words the king, callying to mind his brother’s death, that was
slain by Godwine, behelde the Erle, saiying: ¢So should my brother
Alphrede have holpen me, had Godwine ben.” Godwine then fearing
the king's displeasure to be newly kindled, after many words in ex-
cusing himself, saied: ‘So mought I safely swallow this morsell of
breade, as I am giltlesse of the dede’” But as soon as he had received
the breade forthwith he was choked.”

An event now occurred which brought the English arms into Scot-
land, and increased the influence of the new Earl of Kent, Harold.
Malcolm 11. of Scotland had extended in 1020 his authority over not
only the South of Scotland, but a part of the North of England ; but
his successor, 1034, “the gracious Duncan,” had been murdered in
1040 by one of his nobles, Macbeth, the ‘‘thane of Cawdor,” and the
latter expelled the rightful heir Malcolm III., Kenmore, who took
refuge in England. Edward the Confessor ordered Siward, the Earl

Duncan of ©f Northumberland, to march into Scotland to restore

Scotland and Duncan’s son. Macbeth’s position becoming difficult he

Macboth.  retired to the hill of Dunsinane, in Perthshire, which he
fortified. According to tradition, the usurper had been assured by
the witches that, * Macbeth shall never vanquish’d be, until Great
Birnam wood to high Dunsinane hill shall come against him,” an
event which seemed impossible ; but Siward’s men, having rested for
a while at Birnam, provided themselves with branches from the forest
of Birnam to shelter themselves from the heat on the march ; and
when Macbeth saw them approaching thus, he gave up all for lost, and
fell an easy prey to Macduff and Siward’s English troops. Shortly
after this expedition Siward died. He appears to have been one of
the sturdiest warriors of those fighting days. “Siward left one son,
named Waltheof, who being too young to succeed to his government,

it was given to Tostig, Godwin’s third son. Harold, who
Harold son of was the eldest son, succeeded Godwin in the govern-
ment south of the Thames ; and Edward showed more
kindness to the son than he had ever done to the father, for on him
there rested no suspicion connected with the death of Alfred, a subject
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which was ever settling down like a dark cloud upon the sunniest
moments that Godwin and Edward enjoyed. Harold was the most
gifted of all Godwin’s sons, and soon became as popular with the nation
as his father ; having, moreover, no enemies in the court,—for to such
favourites as the king wished to retain Harold offered no opposition ;

\ ¢ ,\\}r“.\m [l}llmlll

JJq

R — = :
THE DEATH OF EARL GODWIN

nor was it necessary, for Edward was now fast verging into dotage; his
intellect, which, at best, was never very brilliant, now became clouded,
and he passed a greater portion of his time amongst his priests.”

No one ever sat upon the Saxon throne worse adapted to play the
part of a king than Edward the Confessor; he was not cut out for
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the rough business of this work-a-day world. To a peasant who once
offended him, he said, “I would hurt you if I were able ;” an exclama-
tion, as Sharon Turner observes, “ which almost implies imbecility.”

Harold, the Earl of Kent, not only secured a great ascendency over
the king, but also made himself highly popular throughout the king-
dom, by his liberality and courteous manner, and by the vigour with
which he checked the attempted incursions of the Welsh; yet the
Northumbrians were averse to the earldom being conferred on any
other than Morcar, the son of Elfgar, and grandson of the great
Leofric of Coventry and Mercia; and when they rose in open re-
bellion in 1065, Harold, after visiting the province, deemed it politic
to yield, and advised Edward the Confessor to transfer the dignity to
Morcar, and to appoint the brother of the latter, Edwin, to the
administration of Mercia. When these changes were carried out,
Harold married the sister of Morcar and Edwin ; upon which Tostig
fled from, the country, vowing vengeance, and became, as was proved
by the event, his brother’s most implacable foe.

The choice of a successor now became a source of anxiety to
Edward the Confessor. He had intended to transmit his crown to
his nephew, Prince “Edward the Outlaw,” the son of King Edmund
Ironside, whom he recalled from the court of Hungary; but this
prince died in 1057, and his son Edgar Atheling, the only male sur-
vivor, besides the king, of the line of Cerdic, was a feeble youth, and
it was useless to expect he could retain the throne if he obtained it.
The king’s thoughts now turned to his friend and kinsman William,
Duke of Normandy. It is doubtful whether Harold was entrusted
with communications to the Norman duke ; but there is some proba-

Harolas  Dility in the story that when he was in Normandy he

visitto took an oath to support the claims of the latter. A

Normandy. tempest, it is said, had cast Harold on the coast of
Normandy ; and, according to one account, he was delivered up to
William, in accordance with the custom of the times, shipwrecked
men being regarded as abandoned by the judgment of Heaven to the
lord of the coast on which the tempest drove them, and he could
keep them captive, and even put them to torture in order to obtain a
ransom. William, when master of Harold’s person, made him swear
he would help him, after the death of Edward the Confessor, to obtain
the kingdom of England : and; to work upon his superstitious feelings
and secure his observance of the oath, showed him the revered relics
of a saint that had been concealed beneath the altar on which he had
sworn : but Harold did not afterwards consider himself bound by an
oath which had been extorted by violence.

Edward the Confessor died on the s5th of January, 1066. His
remains were buried in Westminster Abbey, which had then just been
consecrated ; and a century afterwards he was recognised with the

Death of Surname of ¢ Confessor.” There were three that might

Edward the now prefer a claim to the vacant throne—the youth
Confessor, 1086. ,dgar Atheling, as direct heir, and William of Normandy
and Harold, as connections of the Royal Family by marriage. -But
nonc of these had been publicly designated ; and it rested with the
Witena-gemot to elect a king.
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HAROLD AND STIGAND), FROM THE BAYEUX TAPESTRY.

CHAPTER VL

The Horman Conquest.—Reign of THilliam #.,
the Conqueror,

A.D, 1066-1087.

Harold II., sth Jan.-14th Oct., 1066: Claimn of William of Normandy : the Pope’s
Declaration ; Invasion of Tostig and Norwegians — Battle of Stamford Bridge.
Preparations of William : his Invasion. Battle of Hastings, 14th Oct., 1066.
The Loss: Memorial to Harold II. Preparations in London for Defence :
LEdgar Atheling proclaimed : his Submission. William I., the Conqueror, 25th
Dec., 1066-gth Sept., 1087 : his Clemency. William's visit to Normandy :
Revolt in England : Devastation of the North. Harsh Government of Williamn
I.: Capture of Hereward's Camp: Invasion of Scotland. Attempted Con-
spiracy : Rebellion of Robert in Normandy, 1078. Domesday Book. War
with France: Death of William the Conqueror. Treatment of the Corpse :
William's Will. Advantages and Disadvantages of the Conquest. Religious,
Civil, and Political Changes. Introduction of the Feudal System. The
Council of the Realm, and the Law Courts. The Curfew: Presentment of
Englishry : the Royal Prerogative.

HAROLD 11, sth January-14th October, 1066, did not wait for

y the sanction of the Witena-gemot, but caused himself to be

proclaimed king on the evening of the day on which Edward the Con-
87
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fessor died. He hoped from his popularity and influence to secure the
approval of the Witena-gemot without difficulty. His accession was
Proclamation Nailed with general satisfaction ; the Witena-gemot, on
and Coronationbeing summoned, granted its sanction ; and Harold was
of Harold. crowned with the usual ceremonial by Stigand, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, who, though at the time under the displeasure
and ban of the Romish See, had sufficient courage to officiate on the
occasion. In that wonderful historic relic, the Bayeux tapestry, to
which the antiquary and the historian are indebted for much valuable
matter illustrating this momentous crisis in English history, Harold
is represented as seated on the throne, with Stigand, the Archbishop,
standing beside him. Of this remarkable historical relic the follow-
ing interesting account is given in Milner’s “English History”: “A
remarkable memorial of the events of this period, the Bayeux tapestry,
is preserved in the Hotel of the Prefecture, in that town, in Normandy.
This celebrated roll of needlework is undoubtedly a production con-
temporaneous with the Conquest. It has been supposed to have been
executed by direction of Matilda, the wife of the Conqueror ; but more
probably, it was manufactured for the cathedral of Bayeux, by the
order and at the expense of the chapter, though produced in England,
The Bayeux 2nd by English workers. The tapestry is a piece of
Tapestry. brownish linen cloth, twenty inches broad, and two hun-
Arecord.  qred and fourteen feet in length. It represents the
principal events which preceded and accompanied the Norman in-
vasion. The scenes are worked with woollen thread of different
colours, which are as bright and distinct, and the letters of the super-
scriptions as legible, as if of yesterday. The whole work consists of
seventy-two compartments. The twenty-sixth compartment repre-
sents Harold taking the oath to William, with each hand on a shrine
of relics. The thirtieth compartment shows the funeral procession of
the Confessor to Westminster Abbey. The thirty-fifth compartment
depicts men gazing at the meteor or comet, that is mentioned as
coincident with the accession of Harold, and interpreted to presage
his defeat.” Of the character of Harold, Hollinshed, the chronicler,
observes : “He studied by all means which way to win the people’s
favour, and omitted no occasion whercby he might show any token
of bounteous liberality, gentleness, and courteous behaviour towards
them. The grievous customs, also, and taxes which his predecessor
had raised, he either abolished or diminished; the ordinary wages
of his servants and men of war he increased ; and, further, showed
himself very well bent to all virtue and goodness.” Sharon Turner
wisely and cautiously observes, that ‘the true character of Harold
cannot be judged from his actions in the emergency of competition ;
as he perished before the virtues of his disposition could be dis-
tinguished from those of his convenience.”
William now reminded Harold I1. of his oath, and appealed to an
alleged will of Edward the Confessor in support of his claim, declar-
wilam ing at the same time that he would leave the matter to
asserts  the decision of the Church. A consistory held at the
his Olaim. T ateran decided in William’s favour, and, at the instiga-
tion of the monk Hildebrand, who, under the title of Gregory VII,,
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succeeded Alexander II. as Pope seven years later, 1073, adjudged
England to him by sending him, together with a consecrated stan-
dard, the diploma of sovereign of that country. William now collected
an army to assert his claims. “ He published his proclamation,” says
Thierry, “in the neighbouring countries, and offered good pay and
the pillage of England to every man who would serve him with lance,
sword, or cross-bow; and multitudes accepted the invitation, coming
by every road, far and near, from north and south. All the pro-
fessional adventurers, all the military vagabonds of western Europe,
hastened to Normandy by long marches ; some were knights and
chiefs of war, the others simple foot-soldiers and serjeants-of-arms,
as they were then called. Some demanded money-pay, others only
their passage and all the booty they might make. Some asked for
iand in England, a domain, a castle, a town ; others simply required
some rich Saxon in marriage. Every thought, every qmq ronowers
desire of human avarice presented itself; ‘William re- of
jected no one,’ says the Norman chronicle, ‘and satisfied Duke William.
every one as well as he could’ He sent,” we are further told, “for
those men separately who had opposed his wishes in the council,
beginning with the most rich and influential, and begged that they
would assist him purely as a personal favour. No one had courage,
thus singly interrogated face to face with the duke, to utter a refusal.
Whatever amount of money, arms, or provisions they promised, was
immediately registered ; and in this manner the example of those who
subscribed first determined the amount promised by those who came
last. One subscribed for a ship, another for so many armed men, and
some engaged their personal service. The clergy gave money ; the
merchants gave arms and stuffs ; and the country people gave corn.
Carpenters were soon employed in all the ports of Normandy building
and refitting vessels; armourers and smiths in making lances, swords
and mail; and porters in carrying burdens backwards and forwards
between the ships and the manufactories” Warriors flocked to his
banners from all sides, full of confidence in his fortune.

At this critical juncture, Harold’s brother Tostig landed in North-
umbria with a large force of Norsemen and Flemings, mercenaries
from Flanders, which he had been enabled to raise through a league
with King Harold Hardrada of Norway. Harold II. gurgas
hurried to the North, and obtained a complete victory victory over
at Stamford Bridge, thence named Battle Bridge, on the  Tostig
25th of September, 1066, when both Tostig and the Norwegian king
fell on the field. On the day following the victory, it was announced
to the king, at York, that the Normans had landed when the English
admirals, whom he had sent with a formidable fleet to cruise in the
Channel, had dispersed their ships for the purpose of revictualling.
He immediately broke up his camp, and marched to give battle to
the invaders.

William of Normandy, who was then thirty-nine, had assembled
60,000 men—the flower of the soldiery of . Europe—and a fleet of
nearly 1000 ships, for the invasion of England. Contrary winds long
delayed his attempt; but on the 27th of September he sailed from
St. Valéry on the Somme, and, through a favourable wind, landed
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his troops without any accident on the following day, the eve of St.
Michael, near Pevensey Castle in Sussex. ‘It appears that the Saxon
vessels which had so long been cruising upon the coast of Sussex,
awaiting the arrival of the Normans, had returned to port from want
of provisions. Thus William was enabled to land his troops without

Landing of OPposition ; and on the 28th of September, his forces

wiiiam  disembarked at Pevensey, on the coast of Sussex. The

at Pevensey. archers, who wore short coats, and had their hair cut
close, were the first to land. They were followed by the knights, who
wore corslets of burnished mail, and conical shaped helmets of glitter-
ing steel ; each bore in his hand a strong lance, while at his side hung
a long, straight, double-edged sword. Then came the pioneers, the
carpenters, and the smiths, each wheeling up and forming themselves
into separate divisions, until the whole shore was covered with armed
men and horses, above whose heads fluttered the gonfalons and the
larger banners, which were so soon to serve as beacons in the rallying
points of battle. William was the last to land, and his foot had
scarcely touched the sandy shore before he stumbled and fell. A
murmur arose amid the assembled host, and voices were

A%’;}I‘Ezf‘u heard to exclaim, ‘ This is an evil sign.’” But the Duke,

" with that ready talent which enabled him to give a favour-
able appearance to serious as well as trifling disasters, suddenly sprang
up, and showing the sand which he had grasped in his fall, exclaimed,
¢ Lords, what is it you say? What! are you amazed? I have taken
seizin of this land with mine hands, and, by the splendour of God, all
that it contains is ours.” One of the soldiers then ran hastily forward,
and tearing a handful of thatch from the roof of a neighbouring
cottage—an ancient mode of conveyance which still exists—he pre-
sented it to the duke, saying, ¢Sire, I give you seizin, in token that
the realm is yours.” William answered, ‘I accept it, and may God
be with us’ Refreshments were then distributed to the soldiers as
they rested on the beach.”—(Miller’s “ Hist. of the Anglo-Saxons.”)
William advanced to the neighbourhood of Hastings, where he pitched
his camp ; and in the meanwhile the stores were landed. On learning
the approach of Harold 11., William, in accordance with the spirit of
the times, sent the English king a challenge to decide the struggle by
the “wager of battle,” but Harold declined the single combat with
him. The army of Harold II. had been greatly weakened by the
battle of Stamford Bridge and by the forced marches to the south
of the kingdom.

The battle known as that of Hastings, took place at Senlac, on the
14th of October, 1066, about nine miles from Hastings. The night
preceding the engagement is said, but on very suspicious authority, to
have been spent by the English in carousals and by the Normans in
prayer. At daylight both armies drew up for battle. Military skill in
those days was shown more by the arrangements before the battle
than by actual handling of troops during the engagement. Both com-
manders disposed their forces with considerable strategy ; and each
took. possession of an eminence. After William had assembled his
chief officers and addressed them on the advantages to be derived
from victory, encouraging them with the declaration that the “ God of
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Battles ” would fight on their side against the rawleires of the per-
jured usurper,” against whom the Pope had declared, and reminding
them that defeat was for them total destruction, he divided his army
The Battle of INtO three lines. The first, led by Montgomery, consisted
Hastings, of archers and light-armed infantry; the second, com-
Oct. 14th, 10688.;manded by Martel, was composed of the best battalions,
heavy-armed and in close order ; and the cavalry, with William him-
self at the head, formed the third line, and were so disposed that they
extended beyond the infantry and flanked each wing of the army, so
as to ensure a safe retreat to the coast in the event of defeat. Harold
I1. had seized the advantage of a rising ground, and he secured his
flanks by some trenches. The Kentish men”were placed in the van;
the Londoners guarded the royal standard, and the King himself,
accompanied by his two valiant brothers, Gurth and Leofwin, took his
post, on foot, at the head of his infantry, and expressed his resolution
Desperate t0 conquer or die. Harold, being deficient in cavalry,
nature of the awaited the attack of the enemty. When William had
Gombat.  ranged his forces, he ordered the signal of battle to be
given ; and the whole Norman army, moving at once, and singing the
hymn or song of Orlando or Roland, the nephew and famous peer of
Charlemagne, advanced in order and with. alacrity. The first attack
of the Normans was furious, but was received with great valour by
the English. After a terrible combat, which remained long unde-
cided, the Normans, overcome by the difficulty of the ground, and
hard pressed by the enemy, began first to relax their vigour, and
then to retreat; and confusion was spreading among their ranks,
when William, who found himself on the brink of destruction, hastened
with a select band to rally his forces. His presence restored the
action : and the Anglo-Saxons were obliged to retire with loss. The
Duke, now ordering his second line to advance, renewed the attack
with fresh forces and redoubled courage. Finding that the enemy,
aided by the advantage of ground, and animated by the valour of
their king, still made a vigorous resistance, William tried a stratagem
which has been successful on many other fields ; he commanded the
Normans to make a hasty retreat and to draw the Anglo-Saxons from
puke  their position by feigning flight. Harold’s troops, heated
wiliam’s by the action and sanguine in their hopes, precipitately
Stratagem. followed the Normans into the plain. William’s infantry
now faced about, while his cavalry made an assault upon the wings ;
and the Anglo-Saxons, surprised by the sudden rallying of the enemy,
and disordered by the pursuit, were driven back with great slaughter
to their former position. Here the bravery of Harold again rallied
his troops, who, notwithstanding their loss, were able to maintain their
ground and continue the combat. William tried the same stratagem
a second time, with the same success; but cven after this double
advantage, be still found a great body of the Anglo-Saxons, who,
Doathor  Presenting a firm front, seemed to dispute ,the victory to
Harold. the last extremity. The Duke therefore ordered his
Victory of heavy-armed infantry to make an assault upon them,
William.  4nd placed his archers behind to gall the enemy, who
were exposed by the situation of the ground and engaged in defending
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themselves against the swords and spears of the assailants. During
the final attack Harold II. was slain by an arrow while he was fighting
with great bravery at the head of his men ; and his two brothers
shared the same fate. Disheartened by the fall of their leaders, the
Anglo-Saxons now gave ground on all sides, and were pursued with
great slaughter by the victorious Normans. A few, however, of the
vanquished had still the courage to turn upon their pursuers, and,
attacking them in deep and miry ground, obtained some revenge for
the slanghter and dishonour of the day. But the appearance of
William obliged them to betake themselves to flight, and darkness
soon saved them from further pursuit.

Thus, William the Conqueror of England, Duke of Normandy, and
Lord of the Channel Islands, won the great and decisive victory of
Hastings, after a battle which was fought from morning till sunset,
and which seemed worthy, by the heroic valour displayed by both
armies and by both commanders, to decide the fate of a mighty king-
dom. William had three horses killed under him, and the Norman
loss was nearly 15,000 men,—a fourth of the army,—while that of the
Anglo-Saxons was still more considerable, besides the death of the
king and his two brothers. Harold’s body, which was discovered
amid heaps of the slain, was honoured with a royal funeral in the
church which he had founded at Waltham, which was T
transferred from the secular to the regular clergy, and cm:e o)
became an Abbey in 1177; and William subsequently
built Battle Abbey, near Hastings, the monks of which were ordered
to pray for the souls of the conquered king and his conqueror. Con-
temporary accounts inform us, that after the battle, the mothers, the
wives, and the children of those soldiers who had willingly marched
from the adjoining neighbourhood to die with the monarch of their
choice, hurried, pale and trembling, to the field, to carry away the
dead bodies that had been stripped and plundered by the enemy.
Two monks of the monastery at Waltham, which had been founded
by the Saxon king, came humbly to the Duke, and requested the dead
body of Harold, offering ten marks of gold for permission to pay their
last duties to their benefactor. Leave was given them, and they re-
paired to the spot ; but amid the heaps of slain, found it impossible
to distinguish the body they sought for. Despairing of success, they
addressed themselves to a beautiful woman, whom Harold had loved
before he was king, and besought her to accompany them, and assist
them in a second search. The name of this lady was Edith Swane-
shals, Edith the Swan-necked. She undertook the mournful errand ;
and affection, more quicksighted than either friendship or devotion,
soon led to the mangled and bloody corpse of her lover. The remains
were deposited in a coffin, escorted by the Norman nobles to Battle
Bridge, and there received by the English nobility. They were then
conveyed for burial to Waltham Albey.

Even after the disaster of Hastings the English were in a position
to offer a formidable resistance to the invader. The male population
of London was armed; Harold’s brothers-in-law, Edwin, Earl of
Mercia, and Morcar, Earl of Northumbria, had entered the city with
a large force; and reinforcements were pouring in from all sides.
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But there was no acknowledged leader. The sons of Harold I1. were
too young to succeed him. By the influence of the two archbishops,
Stigand of Canterbury, and Aldred of York, the crown was conferred
by the Witena-gemot on Edgar Atheling, grandson of Edmund Iron-
side: but he-was incapable of assuming authority at such a crisis;
and Edwin and Morcar, unwilling to obey him, retired with their
forces. Willlam had halted for a few days on the battle-field, to
refresh his forces and to give the city of London time to send a depu-

Wwilliam’s  tation to his camp. On learning the preparations for

Marchto resistance, he began his march along the coast from

London.  Hastings to Dover, and inflicted a severe punishment on
the people of Romney, from which town some of his vessels had been
lately repulsed. Dover Castle surrendered to him ; and on his having
signified to the people of London that he came not as a master but
to receive from them the confirmation of the gift of Edward the Con-
fessor, the city ceased all preparations for resistance. Edgar Atheling
proceeded to William’s camp and surrendered himself; the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, Stigand, met and submitted to the king at
Wallingford ; and Aldred of York and most of the prelates and nobles
assembled in London speedily followed the example. The cereinony
of coronation took place on Christmas Day, 1066, in Westminster
Abbey ; and the rites were performed according to the usage of the
Saxon kings. William I. the Conqueror,—25th December r1o66-gth
September, 1087,—when receiving the crown from Aldred, swore to
govern the realm as his predecessors had done. The acclamations
Goronation of Within the abbey alarmed the Norman guards outside,

Willlam the and a tumult in which many persons were killed took

Conqueror. place. Notwithstanding this omen of discord, the native
population found their condition at first no worse. Except in the case
of the staunchest of the adherents of Harold I1., no confiscations were
permitted ; and the charters of the great cities were renewed. But
the Conqueror secured his power by dismantling the old fortifications,
and erecting the “ Tower of London,” and citadels in Winchester,
Hereford, and other positions naturally strong.

But when, in the following May, 1067, William visited Normandy,
taking with him Edgar Atheling.and several of the nobles, dissensions
soon arose between the natives and the Norman nobles, from the
latter building strong castles and adopting a domineering spirit.
The government had been entrusted jointly to William’s half-brother,
Bishop Odo of Bayeux, and William Fitz-Osborne, Earl of Hereford ;
and their want of tact soon produced a rebellion in which the Earls

Edwin and Morcar were implicated. The rebels had

gleebgliigng received promises of support from the kings of Scotland,
Denmark, and North Wales; but the activity of William,

who had returned in haste from Normandy, disconcerted them. Edgar
Atheling, who had supported the insurgents, had to flee to the court
of his uncle, King Malcolm III. of Scotland, 1068. In the next year
the insurrection again broke out on the arrival of a Danish squadron
in the Humber, and the return of Edgar Atheling from Scotland. The
citadel of York was stormed, and 3000 Normans were massacted.
The insurrection rapidly spread; but again William was successful.
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He bought the retreat of the Danes and the surrender of a leading
Anglo-Saxon noble, Waltheof; and, before Malcolm III: had advanced
to his support, Edgar Atheling had again to flee across the border.
William punished the insurrectionary parts with severity ; the whole
land between the Humber and the Tees was destroyed, and the greater
part of the population was put to the sword. “ The Normans spread
over Northumberland, burning towns and villages, and slaughtering
men and cattle alike ; and from the Humber to the Tyne there did
not remain an inhabited town or a field in cultivation ; all was one
desert covered with ruins of towns, houses, and convents ; the lands
of St. John of Beverley alone escaped the general calamity, owing,
says the legend, to the visible interposition of the saint. On the
banks of the Tees, Waltheof and other chiefs entered the camp of
the Conqueror and made their submissions anew, and ggvorities and
Waltheof received the hand of his niece Judith, and the Cruelties of
carldom of Huntingdon and Northampton. William then WilllamL
had the regalia brought to York, where he kept his Christmas in great
pomp. But meantime famine preyed on the wretched country, and
more than one hundred thousand persons perished north of the Hum-
ber.” Hallam speaks of these transactions with grave disapproval.
He says: “Besides the severities exercised upon the English after
every insurrection, two instances of William’s unsparing cruelty are
well known, the devastation of Yorkshire and of the New Forest. In
the former,—which had the tyrant’s plea, necessity, for its pretext, an
invasion being threatened from Denmark,—the whole country between
the Tyne and the Humber was laid so desolate, that for nine years
afterwards there was not an inhabited village, and hardly an inhabi-
tant left; the wasting of this district having being followed by a
famine which swept away the whole population. That of the New
Forest, though undoubtedly less calamitous in its effect, seems even
more monstrous, from the frivolousness of the cause. He afforested
several other tracts. And these favourite demesnes of Norman kings
were protected by a system of iniquitous and cruel regulations, called
the Forest Laws, which it became afterwards a great object with the
asserters of liberty to correct. The penalty for killing a stag or' a
boar was loss of eyes; for William loved the great game, says the
Saxon Chronicle, as if he had been their father.” William of Malmes-
bury, a chronicler who wrote about sixty years later, says that—* Not
an inhabited village remained from York to Durham. Fire, slaughter,
and desolation, made it a vast wilderness, which it continues to this
day.”  But a Danish invasion was then feared, and one object of
William was to prevent the invaders obtaining any supplies in that
region. Throughout the whole land the severity of the Conqueror was
now felt. The estates of a large portion of the Anglo-Saxon nobles
were confiscated and held by the king, or assigned on feudal tenure
to the Norman nobles. All ecclesiastical and political offices were
bestowed on Normans. The papal legate assembled a council at
Winchester in 1070, at which the deposition of Stigand and all the
Anglo-Saxon prelates, except Wulstan of Worcester, was decreed.
The spoliation of the Anglo-Saxon religious houses followed, to the
increase of the wealth of the Crown. The Archbishopric of Canter-
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bury was conferred on the learned Norman Lanfranc, Abbot of Caen,
and formerly, 1050-1062, prior of Bec. Many of the Anglo-Saxon
nobles emigrated, some proceeding as far as Constantinople, where
they entered the imperial body-guard, the ‘Varangians,” of the Eastern
Emperor. The common people felt the yoke as severely, and an
edict was promulgated forbidding any one on pain of death from
P =, having a light in his house after the tolling of the curfew
ejuxlow g corruption of the French ‘couvre-feu,’ that is, ‘cover
the fire’ The harshness of William I. increased the disaffection;
and many of all classes took refuge in the marshes of the Isle of Ely,

DOMESDAY BOOK.

where an Anglo-Saxon patriot, Hereward, with Edwin and Morcar,
commanded an unsubdued band of insurgents. William, having col-
lected a flotilla of light flat-bottomed vessels, and having made a
causeway through the marshes, compelled the “camp of refuge” to
submit, 1071. Hereward cut his way through, but was caught after-
wards ; his exploits had made such an impression on William that he
was pardoned and restored to his estates. Edwin had fallen on the
field. Morcar was captured and died in prison ; and Edgar Atheling,
having voluntarily submitted, received a state allowance and was sent
to Rouen. With the fall of the camp of refuge the last hope of the
Anglo-Saxons was extinguished, and William was now at liberty to

meet other adversaries. He led a large army against Malcolm II1. of
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Scotland, who had supported the Anglo-Saxon leaders, and in
whose dominions a large number of the Anglo-Saxons pefaat of
had taken refuge. While his fleet sailed along the coast, Malcoim IIL
William invaded Lothian, crossed the Forth,and advanced ©f Scotland.
as far as Abernethy, spreading terror on all sides. Malcolm at length
opened up negotiations, and eventually obtained peace by deing
homage for Cumberland, or, according to some, for all Scotland.

When all opposition was crushed out among the Anglo-Saxons,
William had to guard against the discontent of his own nobles. A
conspiracy was formed in 1075 by Roger Fitz-Osborne, Earl of
Hereford, and the Anglo-Saxon Waltheof, who had received the hand
of the king’s niece Judith, and had been made Earl of Northampton,
of Huntingdon, and of Northumberland. Waltheof communicated it
to his wife, and she betrayed it to her uncle the king. The moment
the rebellion broke out it was checked; the Earl of Hereford was
imprisoned ; and Waltheof was put to death. William was still more
distressed by the rebellion, in 1078, of his eldest son Robert, whom
he had made regent of Normandy. The king crossed with a large
force, and Robert was obliged to take refuge in the castle of Gerberoi,
to which William at once laid siege. In a sally Robert and William
met, and, each being in complete armour, with the vizor Revelionof
down, they did not know each other. William, who had the Conqueror’s
now grown very corpulent and unwieldy, was struck down  SOIS.
by his son; Robert recognised his father’s voice under his helmet,
and, falling on his knees, begged and received pardon. William re-
turned to England, and, excepting some forays of the Welsh, who
were compelled to give compensation, he enjoyed peace till 1085, when
his kingdom was threatened with an invasion of the Danes, which
was averted ; but the ‘Dane-gelt’ was re-imposed to increase the royal
revenues.

In 1080, by the King’s orders, a survey of all the estates within the
kingdom had been begun. It was finished in 1086, when all the
divisions and products of every estate were registered in a record
called,—probably from being regarded as a final register,—“Domesday
Book,” the original of which is still preserved ; and the entries of in-
dividuals were 283,000, from which it is believed that the total popula-
tion was about a million. The survey was undertaken on the advice
of a great council held in 1080. With the exception of Cumberland,
Westmoreland, Northumberland, and Durham, it comprehended all
England. The mode of making it was by presentment of juries, or
certain persons sworn in every district before Commissioners, called
the King’s Justices. The sheriffs, the lords of manors, the priests of
several churches, the steward of each hundred, and six.villeins in every
village were required to give information on oath. It was to a Board
sitting at Winchester that the returns were made. Care was taken to
mark what had been the extent and value of each property in the time
of Edward the Confessor, which was indicated by the letters T.R.E.—
¢ Tempore Regis Edwardi’ 1In one of the closets of the chapter-house
of Westminster Abbey,—being removed from the Exchequer in 1696,
—two books thus formed were long kept, called the “ Great and Little
Domesday Books.” The latter contains but three counties—Norfolk,

‘ H
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Suffolk, and Essex. Ingulphus derives the name given to the register,

1 from the final doom; because it was so complete and
universal. Others say that it was a corruption of ‘Domus
Dei, the name of a chapel in Winchester Cathedral,
where it was first deposited.

The Conqueror did not long survive this truly valuable work. Of
the three preceding conquests of Britain—the Roman, the Teutonic,
and the Danish-—only the first, and that temporarily, had brought
the island into connection with the Continent. Under the Norman
Conquest, from the retention of Normandy, which was a fief of the
French Crown, the English and French monarchs were brought into
close connection, by which eventually England became a European
power ; and it was inevitable that the French king should be jealous
of a vassal who was at the same time an independent sovereign of
such a kingdom. Philip I. of France had secretly supported Robert in
his rebellion against his father ; and for nearly twelve years a species
of warfare was carried on by forays on Normandy by the French,

wWarwith and on France from Normandy, but it was not marked

Philip by any memorable event. William I. gained over the

of France. councillors and partisans of Philip I. by offering them the
bribe of large estates in England, while the French king, on his side,
promised protection to all the Norman malcontents. During an ill-
ness of William, Philip derided his excessive stoutness to his courtiers,
asking when he expected to lie in. When William heard of the jest
he was furious, and swore that at his “churching” he would come
and pay a visit to the French king, with 10,000 lances instead of
tapers, and all France would see the blaze. As soon as he had re-
covered from the illness from which he was then suffering, William

BurniasSor assembled a formidable army, 1087, and, having crossed

Mantes.. the Channel, .carried fire and sword through Philip’s

dominions ; but at the sack of Mantes, which his soldiers
wantonly set on fire, his horse, having placed his foot on some burning
ashes, plunged, and bruised him so severely on the pommel of the
saddle, that he was carried in a dying condition to Rouen, where he
expired on the gth of September, 1087, in the 6oth year of his age, and
21st of his sovereignty.

A contemporary chronicler gives the following account of him :—
“A very stern and wrathful man, so that none durst do anything
against his will. He removed bishops from their sees, abbots from
their offices, and imprisoned thanes. In his time had men much
distress. He took money by right and unright, and with little need.
He made large forests for the deer, and enacted laws therewith, so
that whoever Killed a hart or a hind should be blinded. The rich
complained and the poor murmured, but he was so stern, that he
recked nought of them ; they must will all that the king willed, if
they would live. Alas! that any man should so exalt himself, and
carry himself in his pride over all! May Almighty God show mercy
to his soul, and grant him the forgiveness of his sins!?”

William the Conqueror was scarcely dead, when the nobles who
surrounded him left hastily for their castles; the servants pillaged his
valuables, carried off even the funeral bed, and left his naked corpse

Domesday
Book.
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on the floor.. A poor knight, named Herluin, found it in that con-
dition, and, touched by compassion, undertook the care of the funeral
rites. The body was put into a coftin at his expense, and transported
to Caen, where it was to be buried in a church founded by William
the Conqueror himself. At the moment when the funeral
oration was being pronounced, and the body about to be
lowered into the grave, a Norman, named Asseline, ad-
vanced, and said : “This ground belongs to me ; that man whose
eulogy you are pronouncing robbed me of it! Here, even here, stood
my paternal mansion ; this man seized it contrary to all justice, and
without paying the price of it. In the name of God I forbid you to
cover the body of the plunderer with earth that belongs to me.”
Notable example of the vanity of an existence which offers the most
singular mixture of grandeur and iniquity, of violent bar- . o Al
barities, and useful and fruitful creationsi This William, *° -oa-
the conqueror of a great kingdom, who had grasped immense domains
in a strange country, only obtained through pity a grave upon his
native soil ; those who assisted at his burial were obliged to put down
the price of it on his coffin.

Not one of the Conqueror’s sons paid him the last duties of nature,
though he had provided well for each of them, having bequeathed his
duchy of Normandy and Maine to his eldest son, Robert,—surnamed
¢ Curt-Hose,’—England to his third son, William,—surnamed ¢ Rufus,
—and 5000 pounds of silver to his youngest, Henry,—surnamed
‘Beauclerc’ ; William’s second son, Richard, duke of Bernay, had
been killed by a stag in the New Forest. The Conqueror left six
daughters, of whom the fourth, Adela, married Stephen, Count of
Blois, by whom she became the mother of Stephen, afterwards king
of England.

The Norman conquerors were of the same race with the Vikings who
had seized the west coast and the Danes who had ruled all
England ; but in their French home they had acquired,
with the language and religion, all the knowledge and refinement of the
country where they settled ; and their conquest of England was as the
introduction of a higher civilization. In many respects the conquest
was an evil. A whole race was reduced to the condition of serfs,
overawed by numerous castles, and insulted by the curfew ; and huge
tracts of land were depopulated to make way for forests, severe game
laws being enacted. But in most respects it was a gain. The
polished Norman language became that of the court and legal
tribunals, and Norman manners superseded the sensuality of the
Anglo-Saxon. “The polite luxury of the Norman presented a striking
contrast to the coarse voracity of his Saxon and Danish neighbours.
He loved to display his magnificence, not in huge piles of food and
hogsheads of strong drink, but in large and stately edifices, rich ar-
mour, gallant horses, choice falcons, well-ordered tournaments, ban-
quets delicate rather than abundant, and wines remarkable rather for
their exquisite flavour than for their intoxicating power.” Advantages
At the time of the Norman Conquest the Anglo-Saxons of the Norman
were a rude race, and so inferior to their conquerors Conquest.
that they naturally fell into a state of vassalage, and * Englishman”.

Death of
William,

Changes.
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was an appellation of contempt. But in little more than a century
and a half the conquering and the conquered race had amalgamated
and formed the “English” people. The Anglo-Saxon language, with
an admixture of Norman-French words, became the language of the
whole nation, and gradually passed into the English of the present
day. The Norman craftsmen covered the land with fine churches
and castles. And while Norman refinement spread, the “tourna-
ments ” or jousts prevented the martial spirit from decaying.

The Norman Conquest of England put an end to the Scandinavian
invasions, and relieved the country from this constant peril. It
doubled the forces of England by adding Normandy to the English
Crown. It gave hera new position in European affairs : henceforward

there was scarcely a single important affair or negotiation
seﬁ%ggnrﬁm on the Continent in which she did not take pa§t. And

Invasion.  her commerce now rapidly developed. Internally, in her
religious, civil, and political constitution, England reaped other ad-
vantages from-the Conquest, though they were not perceived till a
much later epoch. Religion had declined under the Anglo-Saxons,
and morality and learning had disappeared from the mass of the
clergy. The Normans, more recent converts than the Anglo-Saxons
to Christianity, had a livelier, if not a purer, faith; and the Anglo-Nor-
man clergy for some time after the Conquest showed their superiority
to the Anglo-Saxon in learning and discipline. This progress must
be attributed to the close connection maintained with Rome, which,
in the face of the Feudal System, was almost the only source of
science and civilization in Europe. The body of ecclesiastics, in great
part renewed after the Conquest, was organized and disciplined by
Lanfranc, who did for the Anglo-Norman Church what had been done
Religious Zeal four centuries before him for the Anglo-Saxon Church

Stimulated. Dy the primate Theodorus, 668-697 : faith manifested

itself by a great zeal for religious foundations, and the
country was soon covered with noble edifices. In the civil and
political organization of England the immediate advantage from the
Conquest was the establishment of a superior police, which was
rendered comparatively easy by the graduated nature of the military
aristocracy and its close dependence on the Crown. The Conqueror
forbade the sale of children of both sexes, which had become very
common.

The Feudal System in its completeness was introduced into England

Nature of by William the Conqueror. Its existence in germ among

the Feudal the Anglo-Saxons has already been referred to above.

System. Al Jand that was not what was termed allodial,—that
is, the absolute property of the holder,—was held from a superior
on condition of the holder performing military or other service when
required. The land thus held was called a Fief,—Latin, beneficium,
—and its holder a Vassal, and the superior the Feudal Lord or
Suzerain. Each baron was the vassal of the king, and lesser pro-
prietors were vassals of the barons, who were thus at once vassals
of the king or another prince, and suzerains of their own vassals, and
so on in the whole scale of society. The Feudal System, as introduced
into England, differed from that on the Continent. In the latter the
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vassal swore fealty only to his immediate superior : whereas William
the Conqueror claimed all the land of England as the property of the
Crown; and in the great assembly at Salisbury in 1086, after the com-
pletion of Domesday Book, he compelled the whole of the barons,
lesser as well as greater, to take the oath of fealty to him; and thus
all the land of the kingdom was held directly, or by sub-infeudation,
—t.e., another superior intervening,—from the king. There was no
allodial land in England. There were two other parts of the system
which were peculiar to England and Normandy: these warasnips
were Wardships and Livery of Seisin. By Wardship the and Livery
suzerain took charge of the holder, if a minor, and received —°f Seisin.
the profits of the estates; if the ward was a female, and refused to
marry as the suzerain directed, a fine was imposed by him on the
estate ; this rule was afterwards extended to male wards, and, though
it gave rise to great abuses, was not abelished till 1660, under Charles
II. Livery of Seisin was the release from Wardship. All the Anglo-
Saxons were brought under the Feudal System, and the Thanes now
became Franklins, or simple freeholders. The serfs, called Villains,
or Villeins, were divided, as before, into two classes: those attached
to certain lands,—villeins regardant,—and those that might be sold as
slaves and removed—villeins in gross. The Normans, who held most
of the manors from the Crown, were called Tenants-in-Chief,—or in
capite,—and they were obliged to give knight-service ; that is, to
appear with a certain number of armed men, according to the extent
of their holdings, and to keep the field for forty days, when called by
the king ; and on these occasions certain grants of money, called Aids,
might be demanded from them by the Crown. When the special
service differed from knight-service it was called Socage, and the
tenant a Socman. A century later, 1159, a tax called Scutage, or
Escuage, was levied in lieu of knight-service. When portions of an
estate were held on condition of performing certain menial  socage,
services, the land was said to be held by Villeinage Scutage, and
Tenure, from which our copyhold tenure is derived. T2lage.
There were 1,400 tenants-in-chief, and nearly 8,000 mesne—or inter-
mediate—superiors ; and the whole of the country was divided into
60,000 fiefs. By the Conqueror’s policy, individual nobles in England
rarely acquired sufficient authority to defy the Crown, as they did
frequently on the Continent. Every vassal was bound to attend his
superior in war, and to pay Aids also, to provide money forhis ransom
if he was a prisoner, for the dowry of his eldest daughter, and for the
knighting of his eldest son. All who lived within the royal demesnes,
and all royal towns, were liable to an arbitrary and obnoxious tax
called Tallage. Other sources of revenue of the suzerain were the
Reliefs or Heriots, charges paid by the new holder on succeeding to
a fief; Premier Seisin, or one year’s profit on a fief if the heir to a
Tenure-in-Chief had attained his majority ; and Purveyance, the right
of taking provisions and necessaries at merely nominal prices. Wil-
liam also imposed the Dane-gelt to raise revenue ; it was collected
for the last time in 1174. 'When any vassal died without heirs, his
property became an Escheat, and reverted to the superior by Alien-
ation as it was termed ; and the non-fulfilment of the conditions on
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which the vassal held his lands, entailed their forfeiture by the superior.

o e The ceremony of giving possession of the lands to the

Vassalage, vassal was called the Investiture, when the vassal did

Homage, appearing bare-headed and unarmed in the pre-

sence of his suzerain, to swear that he would be true to him and
defend him against all his enemies.

The Wltena-gemot became transformed under the Feudal System
into the Common Council of the Realm,—‘Commune Concilium
Regni’,—or Great Council,—‘ Magnum Concilium,—which was com-.
posed of the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, greater barons,—or
tenants-in-chief, — and the lesser barons,—or chief vassals of the
greater barons. The principal men in the kingdom thus sat in this
body, which was afterwards called the Parliament. It was summoned
at Easter, Whitsuntide, and Christmas, and on special occasions, to
give its consent to the 1mposmon of taxes and the enactment of laws.

The Great A judicial officer, called Chief Justiciary, was created by

Council.  the Conqueror to preside in the king’s absence, over the
select council, the King’s Chamber,—the ‘Curia Regis, or ‘Aula
Regis,—which administered justice, and in which all the great officers
of State sat. This court subsequently was subdivided into the Court
of Exchequer, under Henry I., Court of Common Pleas, and the Court
of King’s Bench, under Richard I. The Court of Exchequer presided
over all matters connected with the revenue, and received its name
from the cloth which covered the table, and which was marked like
a chess-board, that the king’s receipts might be scored by counters

ancient O it. The Court of Common Pleas decided all civil

Courts, the Causcs between private persons; appeals were carried

Curia Regls, from it to the Court of King’s Bench, which also took
e cognisance of all matters affecting the king and the realm.
The earls, all of whom were greater barons,—baron being then the
general designation of any nobleman,—had each a Baronial Court of
his own, in which he dispensed justice among his vassals. Some check
on these courts was kept by the old Anglo-Saxon Courts of Sessions,
Judges of Assize, the County and the Hundred, which still sat under
the presidency of the sheriff, whom all freeholders were bound to
assist. From both the baronial and the old courts an appeal might
be taken to the King’s Chamber, and to expedite the hearing of
appeals itinerant Judges —*¢ Justices in Eyre,—were instituted in 1118,
and regularly appointed after 1176, To gratify the Pope, from whom
William I. had derived so much aid, the ecclesiastical and civil
jurisdictions were separated, and the Ecclesiastical Courts were es-
tablished. Trial by Compurgation was not abolished till the reign of
Henry 11, and Trial by Ordeal continued to exist till forbidden by
the Fourth Lateran Council, early in the reign of Henry 11., when the
Judicial Combat took its place.

To secure obedience in the country which he had won by the sword,
William the Conqueror was compelled to avail himself of a power
practically unlimited ; and most of the modifications which he intro-
duced into the laws of Edward the Confessor were in the direction
of an indefinite increase of the royal prerogative. The curfew, while
serving as a protection against fire, was a political necessity to guard
agamst conspiracies among the conquered race. It was from the
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open hostility of the Anglo-Saxons and the numerous assassinations
of the Normans that the law already mentioned, the ¢ Presentment of
Englishry,” was found necessary: for unless a murdered man could
be proved to be an Anglo-Saxon, or Englishman, a fine ¢ .. .
was imposed on the hundred or township within which join}; Responsi-
the crime was committed. These fines later came to be bility of the
regarded as merely a source of revenue, when all distinc- ZOmBUBILY:
tion between the two races had disappeared: and the Presentment
of Englishry was accordingly abolished. William the Conqueror’s
power pressed as heavily on the Normans as on the Saxons ; and in
this he was imitated by his successors. The conquered people showed
itself more submissive and faithful to the new dynasty than did the
Norman barons. It is characteristic of despotism that the good
which it effects is inseparable from great evils ; and it was inevitable
that the power of the Anglo-Norman kings, without counterpoise,
and oppressive to all, should speedily become intolerable. From
this two facts of great importance resulted. The first was, the rapid
fusion of the conquering and the conquered peoples ; the second was,
after this fusion was accomplished, the union of all classes, aristocrats
and burghers, large and small proprietors, against their common
oppressor—a union which was singularly favourable to the revival of
the national liberties and their preservation and development.

THE SHIP OF WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR.
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CHAPTER VIL

The Anglo-Porman Bings,—LBHlLiany k£, Rufus,

A.D. 1087 TO 1100,

William 1I. Ruftis, gth Sept. 1087—2nd Aug. 1100: Rebellion of the Barons:

Severity of Rufus. William II. invades Normandy, 1ogo: Peace : Henry
Beauclerc besieged on Mount St. Michael : Malcolm IIL surrenders Cumber-
land : Battle at Alnwick Castle—'‘ Percy” : Epoch of the Supremacy of the
Papal See—Nicholas II. and Hildebrand, Gregory VII. Hildebrand’s Bulls :
the War of Investitures : Penance of Henry II.  State of Palestine : Preaching
of Peter the Hermit: Council of Clermont, 1095: the First Crusade.
Universal Enthusiasm in Christendom : Destruction of the First Host:
Motives of the Crusaders, Three Bands of noble Crusaders: their Successes.
William II. quarrels with Archbishop Anselm: Incursion of the Welsh:
Revolt of De Mowbray : Heavy Taxation: Anselm leaves England. Spolia-
tion of the Church. Death of William II. : his Character,

BEFORE his death, William wrote a letter to the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Norman Lanfranc, announcing his choice of his

second son as successor, and he at once despatched him with it to
England. William, surnamed Rufus from his red hair, hurried from
France, and took possession of the fortresses of Dover, Hastings, and
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Pevensey, and the royal treasure—about £60,000—at Winchester.
The coronation of William I Rufus—oth Sept., 1087, 5o occiom o
to 2nd Aug. 1100—who was then thirty years of age, took Goronation of
place on the 26th of September, 1087, the new king Willlam IL
taking an oath, already formulated in the charter of the Conqueror,
to govern according to justice, mercy, and the laws.*¥ Robert was
by no means satisfied at being deprived of the succession to the
English crown, and the Norman nobles in England were equally
displeased with the separation of Normandy and England. The
result was a struggle between William Rufus and some of his barons,
led by his uncle Odo ; but the king won by liberal promises the support
of his Anglo-Saxon subjects, and quelled the rebellion, Odo being
banished. He forgot, however, to fulfil his promises, and he ruled all
classes with great severity, which increased after the death of Lan-
franc, 1089.

William, thus deserted by the Normans, resolved to appeal to the
English. He convened their leading men, and making them many
fair promises, particularly of a relaxation of the forest-laws, engaged
them to declare in his favour; and with an army of Englishmen he
besieged and took the castles of Pevensey and Rochester, which were
held by Bishop Odo and his brother the Earl of Mortaigne.
He granted their lives to his uncles, and let them depart,
but he confiscated their estates. He then detached the
potent Earl of Shrewsbury from the confederacy; and as his fleet,
manned byEnglish, prevented the arrival of succours from Normandy,
he speedily reduced the other barons, some of whom he pardoned, but
most he attainted, dividing their lands among those Normans who had
remained faithful to him. As for his promises to the English, he
thought no longer on them, and the former oppression continued.
William 1. chastised with whips, but William II. with scorpions.
Great tracts were depopulated for the enlargement of the royal parks
and forests, and the game laws were increased in severity.

In 1090, William II. passed over with a large force to Normandy to
requite Robert for the dissaffection he had fomented in England.
Robert appealed for help to his suzerain, Philip I. of France. The
pressure of the barons on each side obliged the brothers to conclude
a treaty, granting to all indemnity for the past, and stipulating that
if either of the two brothers died without issue, his :
dominions should be inherited by the survivor. Henry pfentys
had purchased from Robert the district of Cotentin F
for . £3,000; but Robert and William Rufus now joined their
forces to expel him. Henry withstood a siege in his castle of
Mount St. Michael. William of Malmesbury narrates that when
water failed, Henry sent a herald to announce the sufferings of the
garrison to Robert, and the latter allowed the supply of water to be
renewed. When William Rufus reproached him for his conduct,

Appeal to the
English.

* According to Eadmer, a Benedictine monk, and abbot of St. Albans, his
contemporary, he took an oath ‘“well to observe justice, equity, and mercy; to
maintain the peace, liberties, and privileges of the Church; and to follow the
archbishop’s counsel in his administration.”
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Robert replied :—“It would be a shame if I allowed my brother to
die of thirst; if we lose him, who will give us another brother ?”
Hen “ The king hiraself,” we are told, “as he was riding one
Beauclere’s day alone to view the fortress, was fallen on by two of
Resistanceand Henry’s men, and unhorsed. One of them was preparing
UPHUSSION. t4 slay him, when he cried out, ‘ Hold, knave ! I am the
king of England.’ The soldier dropped his sword, and raised him
with every mark of respect. The king gave him a reward and took
him into his service.” Henry shortly afterwards capitulated, and was
sent to England. Robert accompanied William Rufus to England,
and joined him in an expedition, in 1091, against Malcolm III. of
Scotland, who was obliged to surrender Cumberland to the English
king and to send his son Duncan as a hostage. Two years after-
wards, in a foray on the northern counties, Malcolm III. was defeated
near Alnwick, by Robert de Mowbray, and slain. According to
tradition, De Mowbray, when presenting Malcolm with the keys ot
the castle of Alnwick on the point of a spear, pierced the Scottish
king in the eye, whence the name of Pierce-eye, or Percy, was adopted
by the house of Northumberland. Malcolm’s son Edward was also
slain, and the queen, Margaret, Edgar Atheling’s sister, died of grief
three days afterwards. Donald V1I.succeeded Malcolm ; but Duncan
1I1. escaped from the English court, and held the Scottish throne for a
year.

At this period ecclesiastical questions absorbed all others, and the
chivalry of Europe was preparing for the great struggles in the Holy
Land known as the eight Crusades. )

A revolution, of which the celebrated Hildebrand was the principal
author, was at this time accomplished in the Church. The tenth
century more especially had been for her a period of desolation ; the
see of St. Peter had become the prey of intrigue and violence ; and
these disorders were not the only evils that afflicted the Church.
From the time the clergy, in order to defend their domains, had has-
tened to enter the feudal hierarchy, they had been bound down by the
authority of the princes and their great vassals. Nearly all the bishops
of France held fiefs of the crown; and in the course of the eleventh

Flofs held by century there was an odious traffic in ecclesiastical lands
Bishops. ~ and dignities, which were not given, as formerly, to the
most worthy, but to the highest bidder. The Pope him-

self, who at that epoch was chosen by the clergy and people of Rome,
was constrained to demand of the Emperor of Germany, as successor
of Charlemagne, the confirmation of his election; and the Emperor,
Henry I1II., taking advantage of the intestine divisions among the
Romans, claimed the sole right of noniinating and appointing the
successor of St. Peter. Such was the situation of the Church towards
the middle of the eleventh century. Nicholas 11, who had just
become Pope, had as councillor a monk who felt indignant at the vices
of the ecclesiastics, the servitude of the Church, and the encroach-

Hiidebrana ments of the temporal power on the spiritual authority.

and his  This monk, so celebrated in religious history, was Hilde-

Teachings. },-and, afterwards Pope Gregory VII. He resolved to
deprive the feudal lords of every species of intluence over the clergy, to
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strengthen the ecclesiastical hierarchy, and to raise the Pope above
the kings of the earth, hoping thus to enable the Church to recover
her efficiency, her splendour, and all her power. Such a prospect of
universal supremacy was, in the age of Hildebrand, a conception of
genius. This great man had consulted the spirit of his age. The
rights of humanity were nowhere respected ; the nations, oppressed
by a thousand tyrants, had no other representative and no other
natural defenders than the clergy. Most of the members of this order
came from the lower classes; and ecclesiastical dignities, and even
the triple crown of St. Peter itself, were often bestowed on men of the
most obscure birth ; so that the voice of the Church, combating the
temporal power, might to some extent be regarded as the :
energetic protest of the people against their oppressors. H‘g‘gg’;g;ds
There was merit and grandeur, under the feudal despotism,
in’determining to regenerate the world on a Christian basis, by giving
it as a guide the man who was then universally recognised as the
visible chief of Christianity. Hildebrand’s honour consists in having
reanimated religious enthusiasm by attempting to enfranchise the
spiritual authority of the Church from all temporal servitude; his
error consisted in having listened too much to his own ambition, in
attempting to render the political government of the princes subservient
to the ecclesiastical authority. Many priests and bishops contracted,
by marriage, ties which rendered them dependent on the princes.
Nicholas I1. broke those ties ; he forbade the marriage of priests, and
severely punished monks living in a state of concubinage.

Nicholas II. was succeeded on the papal throne in 1061 by
Alexander 11. In 1073 Hildebrand was chosen, by the people and
clergy of Rome, as the successor of Pope Alexander IT. At first
the new Pope deferentially asked his confirmation from the Emperor
Henry IV. of Germany; and when he had obtained it, he displayed,
under the name of Pope Gregory VII., his vast and haughty genius
and his inflexible character. He withdrew the nomination of the
Popes from the influence of the Emperors, by establishing miidebrand
the College of Cardinals, specially entrusted with the becomes POPO
election of the Pontiff ; he renewed the Bull condemning ®r°8°% VI
the marriage of priests ; he prohibited emperors, kings, and the great
vassals from giving ecclesiastical investitures to bishops ; and, finally,
he published the famous decretals known by the name of ¢ Dictatus
Papz,’ in which he placed among- the papal privileges those of
deposing emperors, of making monarchs kiss his feet, of judging with-
out appeal, and of being made holy by the mere fact of ordination.

All the efforts of Hildebrand and his friends were directed towards
thrusting the German Imperial power from its supremacy, and
establishing in its stead the universal supremacy of the Roman
Church. As a cardinal, and as the counsellor of Alexander II., Hil-
debrand had endeavoured with all his power to establish Church
reform and Church supremacy ; and, on his elevation to the papal
throne, in 1073, he had carried out these conceptions with the stubborn
obstinacy of a monk and the intelligent sagacity of a statesman. He
reduced the rebellious nobles of the territory of the Church to
obedience, demanded and obtained from the Norman dukes homage
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and the oath of fealty, and opened negotiations with Constantinople
for the restoration of the Church union, and for combating the Mo-
hammedans. He pronounced the decree of excommunication on
Robert Guiscard, who refused to recognise the papal supremacy over
Southern Italy ; he threatened the King of France with exclusion if
he did not reduce the Gallican Church to obedience to the commands
of the Roman Church; and by his earnest remonstrances induced the
German king, Henry, to despatch to Rome a letter full of submission.
At the same time he renewed the prohibition against simony and the
marriage of priests, inits severest form. The bishops and abbots who
were reported to have obtained their posts by purchase
ngi"“ of  or bribery were called to account and threatened with
gory VIL St p
removal and excommunication, and five of the most in-
fluential counsellors of Henry were excluded from communion with
the Church ; and thoroughly to eradicate the evil, the same synod
published the prohibition against every investiture by a layman, that
is, against the giving away of Church offices by the princes of the
countries by means of investiture with ring and staft ; laws which
had a great and startling influence on social and state life. The
institution of celibacy bound the priest more closely to the Church,
by removing all family ties. The abolition of the right of investiture
involved a great diminution of the temporal power of the princes
of the country, and, above all, of the Emperors. For as, by the
liberality of the Emperor, kings, and nobles, the bishops and the prin-
cipals of monasteries had been endowed, not only with property of
all kinds, but with independent jurisdiction and many other privileges,
and by their immunities were placed in a highly favourable position,
the German Emperors, and, in other Christian countries, the kings,
were compelled to claim certain rights of supremacy over them, if they
did not wish to sce a large portion of the kingdom withdrawn from
their authority.

Philip 1., King of France, and Henry 1V., Emperor of Germany,
were both leading at this time a life full of scandal and violence ;
and in order to supply their unbounded extravagance they carried
on, in defiance of the Pope’s prohibition, the most disgraceful traffic ir
ecclesiastical endowments. The indignant Gregory VII. threatened
Philip with excommunication, and issued it against the Emperor.
An obstinate war began between them, which is known in history by

uarrel with the name of the * War of Investitures,” because the Pope

tho Emperer maintained by it his prohibition of princes investing

Henry IV.  hishops, and reserved that right solely for himself. In
this celebrated war the principal allies of the Pontiff were the Nor-
mans of Apulia and Sicily, and the sovereign Countess Matilda of
Tuscany. Gregory VII. liberated the subjects of Henry from the
oath of allegiance; and the Emperor, abandoned by them, found
himself reduced to implore pardon of the haughty Pope. Henry IV.
presented himself as a suppliant in the month of January, 1077, at the
castle of Canossa, the residence of the Pope, who insulted his mis-
fortunes. The Pope was soon convinced that the king’s repentance
was genuine; still he hesitated to reccive his penitence and submission,
fearing that Dby granting absolution he should loosen the league he
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had made with the German princes. Not till Henry had waited three
days, with naked feet and in the garb of penitence, before the gate
of the fortress, and had appealed with tears to the compassion of the
Holy Father, did the Countess Matilda and the abbot of Cluny succeed
by their intercession in softening the obdurate temper of the head of
the Church. After Henry had solemnly sworn in the presence of

p———

GREGORY VII. (HILDEBRAND).

several witnesses to give the princes who had revolted from him such
satisfaction as the verdict of the Pope should demand, or to become
reconciled with them in conformity with Gregory’s wish, gymination
he, with other outlaws, obtained access to the Pope. With ~of the
many tears they threw themselves on the ground before Emperor.
the powerful priest. Gregory listened to the confession of the peni-
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tents, granted them absolution, and pronounced the apostolic blessing.
The impressive ceremony concluded with a mass in the church of the
citadel. Henry was now absolved from the ban; he once more
assumed his royal rights, and the Council of Augsburg was rendered
void. But the authority of the Crown was gone. It was evident
“that he who was the chosen of the Roman cardinals was the more
powerful, for he could put down their king from his seat, and then raise
him again from the dust” When Henry, in a penitent’s garb, begged
for admission before the gates of Canossa, the splendour of the
German Empire paled, and a new glory shone forth round the head
of the Roman Pontiff. With the day of Canossa a new epoch begins
in the history of the Middle Ages. What the author of the Isidorian
decretals had held in view as his aim and object, had now been in
reality accomplished. The Apostolic See was regarded as the source
and fountain-head of all power in Church and State. But so many
outrages had revolted the crowned heads and moved the partisans of
the Emperor with indignation. Gregory would endure everything
rather than risk his newly-acquired supremacy by a compromise, or
by consenting to crown Henry as Emperor. When all attempts at
conciliation proved fruitless, the Romans, bowed down by the evils of
war and devastation, declared that they were ready to revolt from
Gregory and receive the king with the rival Pope within their walls,
Thus Henry made his entry into the eternal city, took possession of
the Lateran, and caused the deposition of Gregory, who was still
residing in the castle of St. Angelo, to be pronounced by an assembly
of spiritual and temporal nobles. Thereupon Clement III., after
having received his own consecration from two bishops, crowned
Henry and Bertha as Emperor and Empress on March 31st, 1084.
Threatened by the Germans, and deserted by the Romans, Gregory
passed anxious days, until at last help came from the South. In his
dire need he had concluded a league with the rapacious and faithless
Norman prince, Robert Guiscard, who had inflicted manyan injury
on the Papacy and the Roman territory, and had been excommuni-
cated by the Church ; on the strength of this treaty, he was absolved
from the ban, received Southern Italy as a papal fief, and, in return,
promised his assistance against the Germans. The Normans attacked
Rome, set fire to the houses, destroyed the memorials of ancient art
End of the and splendour, plundered churches and palaces, and

Career of carried off the captured citizens into slavery. These
Gregory VI cryelties and depredations enraged the Romans to such
a degree, that the Pope deemed it advisable to quit the field, and to
follow the Normans, who retired with wagons of booty, prisoners, and
hostages, to Southern Italy. In the following year he died at Salerno,
even on his death-bed binding and absolving. His last words, “I
loved justice and hated injustice, therefore I am dying in exile,” prove
that he passed away deeming himself a martyr. Ambition and love
of power were the leading motives of his every action, word, and
thought ; “to govern the world by means of the Word,” the aim of
his life; to these passions he sacrificed, like a restless conqueror,
the happiness of millions, the peace of nations. “All princes,” he
once wrote to the king of Denmark, “ought to kiss the foot of the
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Pope ; he alone should wear imperial insignia ; through the merit of
St. Peter he is a saint of the Lord.” Such was the nature of the
papal claims to sovereignty in the eleventh century. Henry IV,
avenged himself, and Gregory VII. died in exile. The colossal edifice
raised by this ambitious Pontiff did not perish with him ; his suc-
cessors consolidated it amid terrible upheavals in the Empire and the
Church: he had founded the universal monarchy of the Popes on a
durable basis, on the ruling spirit of his age; and 100 years later this
supremacy attained its culminating point. The Crusades contributed
greatly to its consolidation ; Gregory VII. conceived the idea, but it
was not given to him to see its accomplishment. The first of those
memorable events had its origin in the time of William II. Rufus of
England, and under the pontificate of Urban II.

The Holy Land, held since the middle of the sixth century by the
Mussulmans, had been one of the first victories of the disciples of
Mohammed ; and henceforward the subjugation of the country had
been a theme of indignation and sorrow to Christendom. It was
believed that an especial sanctity was attached to the places where
Christ had suffered death for mankind, and where His tomb was yet to
be seen. The pilgrimage to Jerusalem was regarded as the most
effectual means for the expiation of sins; and great Pileris
numbers of pilgrims journeyed, alone or in bands, to tg srusatem.
Palestine, to pray at the tomb of the Saviour. - Already
adventurous knights, after seeking through Europe new fields for their
valour, had carried defiance to the Mussulman; but most of these
had been slain, and only a few returned to Europe, where the recital
of their perils and of their glorious deeds of arms filled every soul with
an ardent and pious emulation. Such was the public disposition of
feeling, when an enthusiast, known as Peter the Hermit, quitted the
town of Amiens, his native place, to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
The sight of the holy places excited to the highest degree his pious
fervour : he returned to Europe and repaired to Italy. There he ex-
horted Pope Urban II. to place himself at the head of the nations of
Europe, conjoined for the deliverance of the Holy Sepulchre and the
rescue of the bones of the saints from the hands of the Mussulmans.
He won over the Pontiff to his views, and received from him letters to
all the Christian princes, with the mission of stimulating them to this
holy enterprise. Peter the Hermit travelléd through peter the
Europe, he inflamed the imagination of the nobles and Hermit and
the people, he preached to them salvation, and promised Fope UrbaniL
them Paradise if they would go to Palestine. Two years later, in
1095, a council, convoked by the Pope, assembled at Clermont in
Auvergne, on the 18th of November. A great number of prince$ and
nobles of all' ranks flocked thither, and 310 bishops supported the
solemnity under the presidency of Urban II. himself. After having
settled clerical’affairs, Urban drew a pathetic picture of the desolation
of the holy shrines ; he lamented bitterly the afflictions suffered by
the Christians of Palestine, and the listening throng burst crusa,din%
into sobs and tears. The Pope next recounted the Councilo
audacity and insolence of the enemies of Christ, and, in- Gron.
dignant at such outrages, exclaimed in the tone of inspiration (—
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“ Enrol yourselves under the banners of God : advance, sword in hand,
like true children of Israel, into the land of promise : charge boldly
and doubt not that, opening a path through the armies of the infidels
and the numbers of their host, the Cross will ever be victorious for the
Crusader. Make yourselves masters of those fertile lands which infidels
have usurped : drive out thence heresy and impiety ; in short, make
their land produce palms only for you, and out of their spoils raise
magnificent trophies to glory, religion, and the French nation.” At
these words the transport was general, his hearers quivered with
indignation, and impatiently desired to arm at once—at once to
depart :—‘“Let us go,” said the whole assembly, “it is the will ol
God ! it is the will of God!” “Go then,” replied the Pope, “go,
brave champions of Jesus Christ, avenge His wrong ; and since all
together have cried ‘It is the will of God!’ let those words be the
battle-cry of your holy enterprise.” The distinctive sign, adopted in
common by all these warriors, was a cross of red cloth worn on the
right shoulder, and from this was derived the name Crusade—from the
French croisade, from croix, cross. The princes and nobles received
such crosses from the hands of the Pope ; the people came in crowds,
and the cardinals and bishops distributed these badges with their
benedictions : to take the Cross, was to vow to make the sacred
journey.

The substance of this oration, which was composed and written, is
preserved by William of Malmesbury, who assures us that he has
retained some parts of it unchanged. “Go!” said he, with confidence,
“to attack the enemies of God. The cause of your labours will be
charity (that is, piety joined to benevolence); the wages of charity
will be the favour of God ; the favour of God is followed by eternal
life. They have usurped Asia, the greatest part of the globe, where
sprung up all the branches of our worship ; which the apostles have
consecrated by their martyrdom. They usurp even the sepulchre of
our Lord, and sell admissions to that city, which ought above all to
be open to Christians. The Turks and Saracens oppress even Spain,
a noble part of our own Europe. They threatenthe rest. Let such as
will fight for Christianity put a red cross upon .their garments, as the
symbol of the Redeemer’s suffering, as an outward sign of their own
love. Go, and employ in noble warfare that valour and sagacity
which you waste in civil broils. Do you fear death ?—Death hastens
the entry of the good into their country ; death hinders the ungodly
from adding to his wickedness.”

The Crusaders separated to prepare for departure and to commu-
nicate to others their pious ardour. The general meeting of the ardent

Great  Dost was fixed for the spring of the following year. The

Excitement, €nthusiasm meanwhile extended to every class in Chris-
First Bandsof tendom. Each one desired to merit salvation by devoting

Orusaders. pimself to a desperate undertaking, by essaying an ad-
venturous life in unknown lands. An immense number of serfs,
peasants, homeless wanderers, and even women and children, as
sembled together ; and their impatience could brook neither obstacles
nor ‘delays. They divided into two bands, led, the one by “ Peter the

.Hermit,” the other, by a knight named ¢ Walter the Moneyless.”
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Their fanatic zeal displayed itself on the way by a general massacre
of the unoffending Jews. They devastated for their support the coun-
tries through which they passed, raising up in arms against themselves
the outraged population ; and almost all perished of famine, fatigue,
and misery, before they reached Palestine. Notwithstanding, the
flower of European chivalry took up arms for the Cross, and the
nobles pawned their property to defray the expenses of the enterprise.
Robert Curt-Hose, of Normandy, mortgaged his duchies of Normandy
and Maine to his brother William 11,, Rufus, for 10,000 marks (£6,666
13s. 44. sterling), a sum raised by great oppression by the English
king ; and William, Duke of Guienne and Count of Poitiers, followed
his example. “In later periods, the temporal benefits of undertaking
a Crusade undoubtedly blended themselves with less selfish considera-
tions. Men resorted to Palestine, as in modern times they have
done to the colonies, in order to redeem their fame or repair their
fortune. Thus Gui de Lusignan, after flying from France for murder,
was ultimately, 1186, raised to the throne of Jerusalem. To the more
vulgar class were held out inducements which, though absorbed in the
over-ruling fanaticism of the first Crusade, might be exceedingly
efficacious when it began rather to flag. During the time that a
crusader bore the cross, he was free from suit for his debts, and the
interest of them was entirely abolished ; he was exempted, in some
instances at least, from taxes, and placed under the protection of the
Church, so that he could not be impleaded in any civil court, except
on criminal charges or disputes relating to land.”— Hallam.

In the first Crusade the warriors divided themselves into three
formidable armies : the first was commanded by Robert, Duke of
Normandy and Maine, eldest son of William the Conqueror,—the
second by Godfrey of Bouillon, the hero of his age, who was son of
Eustace, Earl of Boulogne, had received Antwerp from the Emperor
Henry IV., and became Duke of Lower Lorraine in 1089,—and the
third by the Count of Toulouse, Raymond de St. Gilles. Godfrey
was proclaimed commander-in-chief: 10,000 knights followed kim,
with 70,000 men on foot from France, Lorraine, and Germany ; the
general muster was at Constantinople, the capital of the myq crusaders
Eastern Emperor, Alexius Comnenus. The Eastern suc- "and Alexius
cessor of the Ceesars received them with discourtesy, and Comnenus.
hastened to give them vessels to cross the Bosphorus, after having
cunningly obtained from them the oath of homage for their future
conquests. The Crusaders first possessed themselves of Nicea,—2o0th
June, 1097,—then of Antioch,—3rd June, 1098,—through sanguinary
struggles ; and at length achieved the conquest of Jerusalem, after a
siege from the 7th of June to the 15th of July, 1099. In 1099 a Christian
kingdom was founded in Palestine; Godfrey de Bouillon Pl
was its recognised king, but contented himself with the §°u§ﬁ%,ﬁ
title of “ Baron of the Holy Sepulchre.” Feudalism was
organized in the East; three great fiefs of the Crown of Jerusalem
were created : there were the principalities of Antioch and Edessa,
and the earldom of Tripoli; there was a Marquis of Jaffa, a Prince
of Galilee, a Baron of Sidonj; and the name of * Franks” became in
Asia, and continued, an appellation common to all Christians.I Such
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were the principal facts of the first and most celebrated Crusade.
There only returned to Europe one-tenth of the number who quitted
it

Already in the following year Godfrey of Bouillon fell a victim to the
unaccustomed climate and to extremc fatigue. He died July 18th,
1100. He was buried in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and was
lamented equally by Franks, Syrians, and Greeks. His brother
Baldwin,—who, on the intelligence of Godfrey’s death, gave the
principality of Edessa as a fief to his kinsman, Baldwin of Burg, and
hastened to Jerusalem,—inherited the sovereignty, and was the first
to adopt the royal title.

Under Baldwin 1., who died in 1118, and Baldwin II., who died in
1131, the kingdom of Jerusalem reached its greatest extension. After
acquiring the coast-towns of Caesarea, Accon (Acre, or Ptolemais),
Tripolis, Berytus, Sidon, and Tyre, it stretched from Tarsus in"Cilicia
and Edessa to Gaza in the south. The earldoms of Tripolis and
Edessa, however, and the principality of Antiochia were only loosely
united with it in a feudal bond.

After the death of Lanfranc, in 1087, William II., Rufus, for four
years kept the see of Canterbury vacant, to swell the royal purse by
the archiepiscopal revenues ; but after a severe illness his conscience
was alarmed, and he conferred the primacy on Anselm, Abbot of Bec
in Normandy, who was invested on the 4th of December, 1093.
Anselm, Arch- Ansclm, it is said, fell on his knees, wept, and implored

bishop of  the king not to require him to accept the dignity; and

Canterbury. \jen this availed not, he clenched his right hand so fast
that it was by main force that the pastoral staff was placed in it. But
_if Anselm was firm in refusing his high office, he was equally firm -in
maintaining his rights against the Crown. William, on his recovery,
forgot all his good resolutions, and went on in his old course of tyranny
and oppression ; he sold spiritual dignities as before, and still held the
revenues of the Church, and among them a great part of those of
Canterbury. This caused disputes between him and the primate ;
another cause of disunion was the schism in the papacy, there being
now two rival Popes, Urban and Clement; and Anselm, who had
already acknowledged the former, resolved to cause his authority to be
recognised in England, while William, like his father, would have no
Pope acknowledged there whom he had not himself received. Both
king and primate were resolute. The former at length summoned a
synod at Rockingham in order to have Anselm deposed; but the
bishops declaring themselves incompetent, he gave up the attempt,
and other motives afterwards having induced him to acknowledge
Urban, the contest thus ended. But when, in 1097, the king was
about to make an inroad into Wales, and he called on the primate to
furnish his proportion of troops as he was bound, Anselm sent them
in such bad condition as to be quite useless; the king threatened
to prosecute him ; the primate pleaded poverty, and demanded the
restoration of his revenues. At length, not thinking himself safe in
England, he asked and obtained permission to return to the Continent;
he then repaired to Rome, where he was received with great respect
by Urban as a sufferer in the cause of the Church; the king mean-
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time seized on all the revenues of his see. Rufus’ difficulties were
increased by incursions of the Welsh into the western counties,—to
prevent the recurrence of which he built a chain of forts,—and an in-
surrection, in 1095, of the powerful Earl of Northumber- pncurrection
land, Robert de Mowbray. The object of the conspirators _ of Robert
was to dethrone William, and to set up as king of Eng- e Mowbray.
land, Stephen, Count of Aumale, the nephew of the Conqueror.
Mowbray, the leader and deviser of the whole scheme, shut himself up
in Bamborough Castle. Mowbray was at length taken prisoner by
stratagem ; and it was only when orders were given to the executioner
to tear out his eyes that his wife, the Countess Matilda, consented to
open the castle gates. He was kept a state prisoner for thirty years,
and died at last in a dungeon of Windsor Castle. The other cone
spirators were punished in various ways. Among them were to be
found some of the foremost names in the kingdom, includiug, among
others, William, Count of Eu, a relation of the king’s; William of
Alderic, the king’s godfather; Hugh, Earl of Shrewsbury; Odo, Earl
of Holderness ; and Walter de Lacey.

The burdens of the people were further increased in 1097, by the
exaction of 10,000 marks ( £6,666 13s. 4. sterling). In the same year
a tax was imposed for the rebuilding of London Bridge, the erection of
Westminster Hall,—which was the great hall of the king’s Buildings:
palace at Westminster,—and the construction of a wall Westminster
round the Tower. The same year, 1097, witnessed the Tﬂau» ﬂ;‘e
last attempt of the Norsemen upon England ; Magnus O %
111, of Norway, landed on the Isle of Anglesey, but was repulsed.
The king’s quarrel with Anselm now became so violent and his
spoliation of church property so open, that the primate retired to
Rome ; and the Pope, Urban I1., in 1098 held an ecclesiastical council
at Rome, and threatened the kin